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AVING been led, through curioſity, to view 
the rude magnificence of the Highlands of 
Scotland, my attention was ſoon attracted 
by the leſs pleaſing ſcenes of human miſery in all its 
ſhapes ; unalleviated by the cheering rays of hope, 
or any of the eomforts, which the lower ranks of 
mankind, inhabiting richer foils, enjoy in a certain 
degree. Sueceeding journies over the various diſtricts 
of thoſe mountainous wilds, ferved only to diſcloſe 
ſimilar diſtreſſes; and curioſity, the primary impulſe, 
gave way to ſerious inveſtigation. By hearing the 
complaints of thoſe unhappy people ; by comparing 
their various relations with each other, and with my 
own obſervations; I was enabled to aſcertain thoſe 


facts which form the ground-work of the following 


* 


narrative. | 

A tract of land, that compoſes a fifth part of Great 
Britain, appeared, with ſome few exceptions, to be in 
a ſtareof nature; a great body of people, and theſe 
the moſt virtuous in our ifland, draggitig out a 


wretched exiſtence, periſhing through want, or forced 
by wild deſpair to abandon their country, their kin- 
dred, and friends, and to embark, moneyleſs and 
unknown, the indented ſlaves to unremitting toil and 


drudgery, in boundlets deſerts, at the diſtance of 

3000 miles, | | 3 C98 

The reſult of theſe obſervations, was an enquiry 

whether the improvement of the country; and the 

relief af the people, were practicable; to what extent 
4 theſe 
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theſe objects could be carried; whether merely to 
ſoften local diſtreſs; or, in doing this humane duty, 
whether a permanent and valuable colony might not, 


at the ſame time, be eſtabliſhed in thoſe outſkirts of 


Britain, to the great benefit, and ſecurity, of the centre. 
But, ſuch was the diſpoſition of the times, that it 
ſeemed a uſeleſs labour and expence, to introduce 
the ſubject on either ſide bf the Tweed. Some few 
lines, however, found their way to public obſervation, 
wherein the fidelity and bravery of the Highlanders 
were applauded, and the utility of permitting them 
to reſume their fayourite dreſs was warmly recom- 
mende. 

Thus ſtood matters, when a train of events, the 
moſt unexpected and humiliating, contributed, in the 
operation and confecuences, to exhibit, more than 
ever, the value of the Highlanders, and the impor- 
tance of the country which gave them birth. 


Emboldened by theſe conſiderations, and ſeeing no 


regular plan of policy propoſed, relative to that coun- 


try, I arranged, in 1782, the various memorandums 


which i had been collecting during a ſeries of years; 
ſtated the diſtreſſes of the people, and the cauſes of theſe 
diſtreſſes; attempted the outlines of a plan whereby 
ſome inconveniencies would be removed, others miti- 


gated, the country improved, the fiſheries and nur- 
tery for ſeamen greatly extended; and reſolved, in 


humble deference, to lay the ſame before the public. 


I have, throughout the whole, avoided all chimert- 


cal theories, and tireſome conjectures, founded merely 


upon report, or collected from the very erroneous- 


repreſentations of old writers. It was my wiſh to 
propoſe a plan, adapted, in all its parts, to the na- 
tural ſtate of the country, the genius, qualifications, 
and relative ſituation of the inhabitants; practicable, 
expedient, and within the abilities of government. 

Theſe obſervations were printed in the Spring 1783 


nñnce which time, ſome ſheets have been privately cir- 
culated in both kingdoms, in the hope that gentlemen: 


of rank or influence would lay the fame betore ad- 


miniſtration 


F iii 
miniſtration, as a ſtimulus to objects of greater impor- 
tance to the ſtrength and opulence of this iſland than 
is generally imagined. During a journey through 
part of Scotland in the Summer 1783, I was fully con- 
vinced that the calamitous ſituation of the Highlands 
had not been miſrepreſented in the narrative, and it 
was from the affecting relations of the people, that I. 
drew up and annexed ſome particulars reſpecting the 
famine, which had not then fully ſubſided. 

The SECOND Parr, or APPENDIx, while it ſerved 
to eſtabliſh the foregoing propoſitions, afforded alſo 
an opportunity of introducing ſundry remarks, which 
did not fall within the general heads of the pamphlet. 
The ſhores, ſeas, and lakes, of the Highlands had 
been fully deſcribed, becauſe theſe are, or ought to 
be, the firſt object of public attention. Secondary to 
this national concern, is the improvement of the 
vallies; and a ſhort topographical account of- thoſe 
tracts of fertility, in the manner of an itinerary, was 
deemed the moſt fatisfa&tory mode of conveying in- 
formation to the reader“. | 

Many of the arguments, which had occurred in 
treating of the Highlands, ſeemed applicable to Scot- 
land in general. This opened a new, and more exten= 
ſive field of enquiry. If the revolt of ſome colonies, 
the conqueſt of others, and the then apparent danger 
of loſing the remainder, gave thoſe neglected wilds 
additional conſequence, the improvement of the king- 
dom at large appeared cqually expedient. The fame 
idea admitted of being extended even to .England 
itſelf, a country. more indebted to nature, and the 
induſtry of individuals, than the attention or aſſiſt ance 


of its government, as will evidently appear to any | 


perſon who ſhall take the trouble of conſidering the 
matter in a general view. 


* The improveable parts of the Highlands and Weſtern Iſles are, 
as One to four of the whole, or one 20th part of Great Britain; 


containing collectively above 2500 ſquare m les, or 1, Coo, ooo 


ſquare acres; being the dimenſions of Middleſex, Surrey, and 


Kent united, 
$2 the 
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Thus the whole iſland ſeems to have been, in a 


greater or leſſer degree, neglected, and its real intereſts 


ſacrificed to expenſive ſchemes of conqueſt and em- 


pire, which, without effeing any valuable purpoſe, 


have brought it to the verge of ruin and bankruptcy. 
There are, however, many perſons, who, notwith- 
ſtanding that the events, and conſequences, of the 
late war, have diſarranged the old deluſive ſyſtem 
of politics, and ſhown its inefficacy, ſtill adhere to 


opinions, which cannot be defended on any principle 


of juſtice, humanity, or national expediency. 

To ſuch perſons particularly I have, with greater 
zeal than abilities, addreſſed the following ſketches re- 
lative to the ancient and preſent ſtate of Great Britain, 
being fully convinced, that the objects of the greateſt 
value to ſociety may be obtained at leſs expence of 
treaſure, and without involving the innocent multityde 
in the complicated, undeſcribable diſtreſſes of war. 

Some of the tables, calculations, or eſtimates, are 
inſerted from authentic documents; others, upon 
miſcellaneous authorities; and ſome upon probable 


conjecture. Any errors that may have eſcaped notice, 


amidſt ſo many figures, will be corrected; the ſame 
attention will be given to any miſtakes in opinion, ſo 
ſoon as they ſhall be diſcovered, or pointed out. 

The writer muſt diſclaim any Pretenſions to literary 
embelliſhments, grounding his hope of approbation, 
merely on the application, fatigues, and expence, 
which have been unavoidable through every ſtage and 
department of the buſineſs ; and if any of the griev- 
ances, ſtated in theſe pages ſhall be redrefſed or miti⸗ 
gated, he alſo will derive additional ſatisfaction, in the 
feelings ot big own breaſt. 


RICHMOND, SURRY, 
April 1784. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


MMODERATE ambition, the love of empire, 
or the thirſt of wealth, have moſt generally in- 
fluenced the councils of nations, whether civilized, 
or in a ſtate of rude barbarianiſm. To ſuch ignoble 
motives, is owing that endleſs ſeries of wars, devaſta- 
tions, and robberies, which, inſtead of giying ſtability 
to the conquering ſtate, hath invariably haſtened its 
fall. Of this truth, the hiſtory of mankind abounds 
in examples. All thoſe potent empires which ſuc- 


ceſſively governed the ancient world, had their riſe, 


their meridian, and their decline, By violence they 
acquired extenfive dominion ; the ſame means became 
neceflary to maintain, or defend, that dominion ; till 
at length, fome neighbouring ſtate, or combination 
of ſtates, equally aſpiring, ſubverted the whole fabric 
of power, which they transferred to themſelves, which 
they for a while retained, and which they in their 


turn loſt, together with their freedom, and their 


name. So complete hath been the extinction of thoſe 
ſtates, that, were it not for the Sacred, and ſome 
remains of prophane writings, corroborated, were It 
neceſſary, by inſcriptions, medals, ſtatues, and ruins 
of ſtupendous architecture, which have reached our 


times, we could have no conception that ſuch mighty 


empires ever exiſted. 

Our own iſland, though capable of ſupplying its 
inhabitants in all the real neceflaries- of life, befides 
2 ſurplus wherewith to carry on a beneficial N 
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1 INTRODUCTION. 


with its neighbours, hath long been convulſed through 
the phrenzy of conqueſt, both within itſelf, and be- 
yond choſe limits which nature marked out as its 


proper boundary. As Britain is an epitome of the 


world, ſo are its annals, in all reſpects, ſimilar to thoſe 
of the great theatre by which it is environed. 

No ſooner had the ſucceſſors of the Norman hero 
eſtabliſhed themſelves firmly on the throne of En- 
gland, than they began to contemplate new ſchemes 
of conqueſt, whereby their dominions might be en- 
larged, and their power raiſed above that of their 
cotemporarics. 

The object of thoſe deſigns was nothing leſs than 
the ſovcreignty of France, Scotland, Ireland, and 
Wales: and it is ſcarcely in the power of language 
to convey a full idea of the calamities which thoſe 
princes entailed upon mankind, through a ſucceſſion 
of ages, in the proſecution of their ambitious ſchemes 
of aggrandiſement. The burden of thoſe wars fell 
Particularly on Scotland, and the northern counties 
of England, owing to the obſtinate refiſtance of the 
Scots; who, during a period of ſixty years, not only 
defended their freedom with fingular bravery, but 
alſo carried the war into Eugland itſelf, where they 
abundantly retaliated the violences which had deſo- 


| lated their country. The effects of thoſe mutual in- 


roads are ſtill viſible on the borders of both king- 


doms ; and it will require ſome ages before cultiva- 


tion, manufactures, and population, can be brought 
to an equality with the interior parts. 
In return for the continual drain of money, the 
waſte of blood, and all the inconveniencies which a 
hoſtile nation muſt unavoidably ſuſtain, both at home 
and abroad; England at the preſent period poſſeſſes 
nothing more than the ſovereignty of the ſmall 
country of Wales, and the town of Berwick upon 


Tweed. Thus all the expenſive armaments, and ſplen- 


did victories of thoſe warlike monarchs, whoſe names 
are mentioned with admiration by every Engliſhman, 
ſerved only to impoveriſh their ſubjects, and deſolate 

their 
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their country, was ſo greatly reduced by thoſe 
exertions, that, had not the ſea proved a barrier of 
defence, it muſt have become a province to the king- 
dom which it had long ſtruggled to ſubject. 

But though the projects of the middle ages were 
barbarous in their object, calamitous in their ope- 
ration, and delufive in the ſequel; yet this nation, 
inſtead of reprobating the deſtructive meaſures of their 
anceſtors, hath conſiderably improved upon them, 

It was left to the æra of the Revolution to deviſe 
an engine, by which we might not only deſtroy, and 
be deſtroyed, upon the European continent; but alſo 
enabled to extend the -alamities of war to every 
quarter of the world. Of all the inventions for the 
deſt ruction of the human ſpecies, this hath proved 
the moſt effectual; neither can the moſt fertile ima- 
gination propoſe a method, whereby a commercial 
nation may, with greater expedition and facility, tranſ- 
fer its trade and manufactures, to its rivals in arts and 
arms. This device is called Funding; or in other 
words, anticipating the property of poſterity, with- 
out conveying to that poſterity any permanent equi- 
valent, whereby it may diſcharge the burdens thus 
ungenerouſly entailed upon it, as will appear by the 
following retroſpective view of events from the Revo- 
lation in 1688, to the preſent time. 


Sketch of the Britiſh Politics and Wars from the Re- 
volution to the year 1784, including the Origin and 
Progreſs of the national Deb!t—Diſjmemberment, and 
rapid Fall of the Empire—Perilous Situation of Go- 
vernment, and the Nation in general—War, the cauſes 
of our own diſtreſſes, and thoſe which we have brought 
upon a conſiderable part of mankind. 


When William prince of Orange aſcended the 
throne of theſe kingdoms in 1688, his cotemporary, 
Lewis XIV, at the head of a gallant nation, panting 
after military fame, was meditating the eſtabliſhment 
of the French monarchy over Europe, a project 
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which pave riſe to a general canfederacy, who choſe 
William as their generaliſſimo, or commander i in chief, 
againſt the common enemy. 0b 
That war was carried on with various hens dur- 
ing eight years, when a general peace was concluded 
at Ryſwick, without any material benefit to either of 
the contending parties; and England, at the. death 
of king William in 1701, found itſelf involved in 
The fir/t national debt, which amounted to the then 
{. 16,000,000 
Queen Anne reſumed the war with re- 
doubled vigour, wherein the allies, | 
under the command of prince Eugene 
and the duke of Marlborough, gained | 
many brilliant victories, but could not 
prevent Lewis from fixing his grand- | 
{on upon the throne of Spain, which | 
laid the foundation of the family al- | 
| Hance or compact, that ſtill ſubſiſts, 
though faintly, between thoſe king- 
doms. On the other hand, the events 
of war put England in poſſeſſion of >5 5,000,000. 
Gibraltar and Minorca in the Medi- 
terranean; and the French Face 
Newfoundland and Hudſon's Bay, i 
North America; alſo the ſole polleſ. | 
ſon of the iſland of St. Chriſtopher's 
in the Weſt Indies. The treaty of 
peace was concluded at Utrecht in 
1713. And the national debt, ſoon af- 
ter the death of the queen in 1714, 
had been increaſed, by the war, to 
the alarming ſum of -/ 


FI 
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: 2 at the commencement of the war 


in 1740, after a peace of twenty- ede 
ſeven years 
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At that time, England again embarked} 
in a war with Spain, on account of Ame- 
rica; and, ſoon after, with France, in 
ſupport of the queen of Hungary. | 
Many battles were fought by ſea and 
land, "A various ſucceſs; and in 1748 f 32,000,000 
a peace was concluded at Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, the baſis of which was the reſti- 
tution of all places taken during the 
war, by either of the parties, but which 
increaſed the debt of England — J ak 

Debt, at the end of the war in 1748 _ 78,000,000 

Reduced in 1755, after a peace of ſeven 


a a0 : : : 3,000,000 
Debt, at the commencement of the war 
in 1755 - - 1 $3990,008 


1 


Before Great Britain had been able to 
reduce a tenth part of the debt occa- 
ſioned by the preceding war, ſhe was 
called upon, by her American colonies, 
to arm in their defence, againſt the 
encroachments of the French on the | 
back ſettlements ; and here we have 
the origin of the moſt extenſive war, 
as Lord Chatham termed it, in which 87 1,000,000 | 
England had ever been engaged. It 
was alſo the moſt glorious to this 
country, both by land and ſea, and 
put us in poſſeſſion of Canada, and the 
two Floridas, in America; Grenada, 
St. Vincent, Dominica, and Tobago, 
in the Weſt Indies; but involved us 9 
a freſh debt of - * 
Debt, at the end pf the war in 1763 146, ooo, ooo 
Reduced in 1775, after a peace of twelve 
r, | - - - 


| 10,000,000 


—_ 


Pebt, at Midfunmer 1775 5 36,000,000 
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While England was exhauſting itſelf in eſtabliſhing 
and protecting the American colonies, the idea of 
Impoling a ſlight taxation, ſuitable to the abilities of 
thoſe colonies, had been ſuggeſted during the admi- 
niltration of Sir Robert Walpole; but that ſagacious 
ſtateſman declared, that he would leave the colonvics 
as he had found them, and that his ſucceſſors might 
have the honour of firſt opening this new ſource of 
revenue. After the peace of 1763, the expediency 
of American taxation gained ſtrength, in proportion 
to the alarming increaſe of the debt contracted i in the 
acquilition of Canada, when the French power was 
totally annihilated in that part of the continent, and 
when every impediment that tended to obſtruct the 
growing weaith of the colonies had been removed. 
The experiment was made during the adminittration 
of George Grenville, by a flight tax on paper uſed 
in deeds, called The Stamp Act. It occaſioned univer- 
fal fermentation throughout America, and was re- 


pealed by the Marquis of Rockingham. A ſuccced- 


ing adminiſtration unfortunately reſumed the meaſure 
of "American taxation, by a duty upon tea, of no more 
than three pence per pound. This impoſition the 
people of America alſo rejected, threw the tea over- 
board, and flew to arms; the event of which was, 
the entire ſeparation of that country, now the Thir— 
teen States, from Great Britain, which thereby loſt, 
not only the ſovereignty over its hereditary colonies, 
but the excluſive trade of thoſe colomes, that is now 
laid open to all mankind. Theſe unfavourable ir- 
tumſtances involved us allo in a general war with 
the principal maritime powers of Europe, of whom 
we purchaſed peace, by acknowledging the American 
Independence, and ceding to thoſe itates the richeſt 


part of Canada; to Spain, Minorca and the two Flo- 


ridas; to France, the valuable iſland of Tobago in 


the Welt Indies; Goree, and Senegal, on the coait. 


of Africa; beſides the reſtitution to the latter king» 
dom, of St. Lucia, and all places which we had taken 
during the war in the Eaſt Indies; circumſtances 

extremely 
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extremely humiliating to the dignity of the Britiſh 
name, fatal to her reputation, and injurious to her 
commerce. This was not all. The national debt, 
which, at the commencement of the war in 1775, was 
136, 000,000l. had increaſed at Midſummer 1783 to 
2 57,090, oool. To this is to be added the defici- 
encies in ſundry taxes; the arrear, in winding up the 
war, and other miſcellaneous expences not yet fully 
known; but, when brought to account, and funded, 
will amount to ieveral millions. 

If this eſtimate be juſt, we ſhall perceive that the 
loſing of America hath doubled the national debt; 
and conſtquently doubled the burdens of the people. 
Total amount of debt (ſuppoſing the 

whole to be funded), which will be 

owing to the creditors of the public, 
at Midſummer 1784 - — — 
The annual intereſt of ditto, including 
the expence of management, will be | 10,000,000 
nearly _ 
— ditto per day 27,3971. 
The peace eſtabliſhment, including — 
civil liſt, above 559000 


To be raiſed by the public anoually {. 15,000,000 
—————= ditto per day 41,096], 
Neat amount of the annual national re- 

venue, ariſing from cuſtoms, exciſe, 

taxes, &c. copied from authentic 

records produced in the houſe off 12,560,279 


commons Jan. 1783, J. 12,000 5279. 
Additional taxes June 1783, . 


mated at 5360, oool. 
Surplus of the annual expence, above 
the annual revenue, for which addi- a 
tional taxes muſt be levied, or ſay- [ 2439721 
ings appropriated * 


272,000,000 


Pre- 
* The earl of Stair's eſtimate of the annual ex- 6 

penditure is ſtñl more alarming, viz. L. 76,229,317 
| | And 
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Previous to the year 1775, the annual revenue in 
time of peace generally exceeded the annual expence, 
and the ſurplus was carried to the ſinking fund; or, 
in other words, applied towards diminiſhing the pub- 
lic debt. While matters were carried on in "this 
happy train, the nation enjoyed a ray of hope: in 
proportion as the debt was reduced, in the ſame pro- 
portion the revenue was augmented ; inſomuch that 
a forty years' peace would have brought the whole 
public burdens within a convenient compaſs, beſides 
enabling us to lower the price of proviſions, to un- 
fetter our commerce, and to face our enemies, boldly, 
in whatever quarter of the world they might, at any 
time, have been diſpoſed to moleſt our trade, or at- 
atck our ſettlements. | 

Unfortunately, theſe promiſing appearances have 
almoſt inſtantancouſly vaniſhed : a fatal period, of ſe- 
ven years only, hath thrown us back above a cen- 
tury. Though the land tax be now unalterably eſta- 
bliſhed at four ſhillings or upwards, in the pound; 
though the revenue hath recently been augmented by 
a multiplicity of new taxes, ſome of them reaching 
the cabbin, and the garret ; the induſtrious labourer, 


the widow, and the helpleſs; ; yet, with the aid of all 


theſe unprecedented exertions, the aggregate of the 


preſent revenue falls ſhort, by more than two mil- 


lions, of the annual expenditure conſequently, the 
lands, the moveable property, and the commerce of 
this kingdom, ſtand mortgaged in the proportion of 
one ſixth of what they now rile, 


And he affirms, that the neat annual revenue of 


this country can never be brought for a perf 12,000,000 


manency, and average of years, to exceed 


Annual deficiencies, to be made good by new taxes, 44229,311 1 1 


The above eſt:tmate of the annual expenditure was made upon 


the ſuppoſition that the war laſted through the year 1783, whach, 


happily, it did not; for, it is now certain, that it would have au- 
ſwered no other purpoſe than loading the nation with 25 additional 
millions, jncluding the peng ot tunding, and conſequently, 3 
Proportionable increaſe ot taxes. | 


But 


r 
r 
. 


INTRODUCTION: Xill 


Moreover, ſhould any of the given branches of 

revenue fall ſhort of the average annual eſtimates, 
ſuch deficiencies muſt alſo be made good by extra- 
taxation, or the public creditors muſt ſuſtain a pro- 
portionable loſs. It is a ſituation which admits of no 
other alternative, and is equally alarming to the pro- 
prietors of land, and the proprietors of ſtock. Their 
property depends, more or leſs, upon contingencies; 
on the elements, the ſeaſons, the events of war, the in- 
tegrity and abilities of thoſe who ſhall be entruſted 
with the management of public affairs. 
Peace with all the world, and that for a long con- 
tinuance, is therefore our only hope, and ought to 
be the ardent wiſh of every friend of his country, 
and of humanity. For almoſt a century paſt *, Eng- 
land hath dazzled the eyes of mankind with the bril- 
liancy of its campaigns in Flanders, and Germany ; 
in ſecuring the Dutch barrier ; ſupporting the houſes 
of Auſtria, and Brandenburg. But rhough one hundred 
millions have been thus ſpent in continental wars and 
ſubſidies, neither the Dutch, nor the Germans, came 
forth, in defence of their benefactors, whom they ſaw 
engaged, in the unequal ſtruggle, that diſmembered 
the Britiſh empire. 

Beyond the Atlantic, we ſhall perceive a ſtill greater 
drain of Engliſh treaſure. The money granted by 
parliament in bounties, towards encouraging the 
growth of American produce ; the ſums expended in 
ſupport of the civil eſtabliſhments of thoſe colonies 
during their infant ſtate ; in defending them againſt 


the French and Indians; erecting forts, harbours, and 


other public works; have been raiſed by the ſubjects 

of theſe kingdoms only, while other nations now reap 

the fruits equally with ourſelves, if not more ſo. 
Upon the whole, we may fairly eſtimate our diſ- 


burſements in eſtabliſhing, protecting, and loſing the 
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American colonies, at two hundred and ſixty millions 
ſterling. In this eſtimate we include the whole ex- 
pence of the two late wars; for, tho' the operations 
of theſe wars extended to every quarter of the globe, 
yet the expence ought properly to be placed to the 
account of that country for which we engaged, or 
were involved, in both wars. 

Gibraltar, and Minorca, have been in our hands 
near eighty years, and we cannot value the peace 
eſtabliſhment at leſs than halt a million per annum. 

In this eſtimate we include the military expence of 
6 or 7000 troops; ſtores ; hire of tranſports; erecting 
new batteries, and otherwiſe ſtrengthening the works. 
Conſequently, the keeping and defending a barren 
rock, with an indifferent harbour; a poor, unprofitable 
land, with a good harbour, have colt near forty mil- 
lions, ſince the years . when they were an— 
nexed to the Britiſh crown * 

Recapitulation of money expended by Great Br1- 
tain in foreign parts, ſince the Revolution. 


On German affairs 8 - 100,000,000 
—- American ditto 25 + 260,000,000 
— Gibraltar and Minorca A 40,000,000 


— 


L. 400, ooo, ooo 

Being above /. 4, ooo, ooo every year, and for 
which we poſſeſs no adequate conſideration, no ex- 
cluſive, permanent ſource of trade; but which, on 
the contrary, hath enhanced the price of manufac- 
tures, endangered our commercial intercourſe with 
mankind, and deprived the nation of the comfor- 
table, unmoleſted enjoyment 'of thoſe gifts, which 
nature hath ſo liberally provided for all ranks and 
denominations of the inhabitants. 


The ſum total raiſed by Great Britain within the 


ſame period exceeds . 750,000,000; of which, 
above C. 220,000,000 have actually been paid for the 


® Sce a a entitled © The Proptiety of retaining Gibraltar 


Imparually confi dered.“ 
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intereſt of public debts; and, of this, a conſiderable 
part, ſuppoſed to be at preſent J. 1,000,000 annually, 
was drawn out of the kingdom by foreigners. 

If, tothe £.7 50,000,000 collected from the inhabi- 
tants by taxation and duties, we add the various in- 
conveniencies, interruptions, loſſes, and extra ex- 
pences, ſuſtuined by the merchants, and the Eaſt-India 
Company ; the manufacturers, and other individuals, 
during our late wars, the aggregate amount will not 
fall greatly ſhort of C. Io, ooo, ooo, within the ſpace 
of ninety-ſix years, or . 10,416,670 per annum. Such 
were the vaſt reſources drawn from the natural produce 
of the iſland, the ingenuity, induſtry, and commerce 
of the people; and ſuch alſo have been the impolitic 
obſtructions aud burdens laid upon that commerce, 
and thoſe people. 

Still more painful in the recital, is, the dreadful 
eſtimate of lives loſt in battle, by ſhipwreck, and 
other accidents of war. Unhappily for the human 
ſpecies, the conflicts in which we engage, are not 
confined to France and England only. Whenever 


_ theſe rival kingdoms commence hoſtilities, they draw, 


into the deſtructive quarrel, a conſiderable portion of 


mankind, not only in Europe, but over a great part 


of the habirable world. 

The ſavages of America, armed with their horrid 
inſtruments of death, march out with frantic rage, 
and frightful ſhrieks, eager, as their war ſongs ex- 
preſs it, to drink the blood of Engliſhmen, or French- 
men, againſt whom they happen to be reſpectively 
led on, by either of the contending parties. 

In the Weſt Indies, the ſugar iſlands are kept in 
continual alarm, ſubduing, and being ſubdued, alter- 
nately. Property is continually fluctuating ; and the 
man who reckoned upen thouſands to-day, ſees him- 
Ieit a beggar on the morrow. 

In Aſia, the calamities occaſioned by our national 
quarrels are ſtill more complicated and diſtreſſing. 
Throughout the whole ſouthern divition of that im— 
menſe country, every thore, every fea, and navigable 

| river, 
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river, becomes hoſtile. The princes of thoſe regions, 
though they have no natural concern in European 
diſputes, are not permitted to remain d They 
are induced by threats, bribery, or intrigue to act as 
auxiliaries in the armies of foreign invaders, nd as 
principals againſt each other. Thus, their unhappy 
ſubjects are involved in a donble war; mutual reta- 
liation of injuries lays whole provinces waſte, ſparing 
neither age, ſex, nor condition. The lives, the pro- 
perty, and whatever is valuable to mankind, are ſa- 
crificed to the quarrels of nations who live at the 
diſtance of 8000 miles. 


The lives thus cut off, in various parts of the globe, 


ſince the Revolution, cannot be fewer than a million 
of Britiſh ſubjects, and European allies, beſides the 
Aſiatic liſt, amounting to near four millions of in- 
duſtrious, inofenbive inhabitants, killed, or ſtarved *; 
and, if to theſe accounts we add the loſſes on the part 
of our rival, and her allies, we may fairly eſtimate the 
whole to be {ix millions of people, who have fallen ſa- 
crifices to war and famine, in all their horrible ſhapes, 
and for which theſe kingdoms are, in a great meaſure, 
reſponſible ; for, it is a truth, which cannot be refuted, 

that to their unbounded thirſt of power, dominion, 
and commercial eltabliſnments, hath been chiefly 
owing this waſte of the human ' ſpecies, beſides 
the calamities ſuſtained by the ſurvivors of theſe de- 
ſolating ſcenes, abroad; while, at home, the train 
of diſtreſſes which war entails upon many individuals, 
and families, exceeds all conception; and, were their 
reſpective caſes brought into view, it would fill the 
ſtouteſt heart with horror. Deprived of huſbands, 


parents, ſons, or brothers; reduced, at the ſame time, 


irom eaſe and affluence, to indigence, and all the 
mortifications of dependence, is the lot of thouſands ; 


* See an account of the famine in Bengal 1769 70, as publiſhed 
throughout Europe by the Abbe Raynal. See alſo Dodſley's An- 


| nual Regiſter, vol. XIV. page 205. And, for a general view of the 


Briciſh tranſactions in Bengal, fince it became a part of our empire, 
lee Burke's +-Ipened, Dre. 1, 1783. 
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who, friendleſs, unnoticed, or deſpiſed, bewail in ſi- 
lence the lois of whatever was yaluable, or endear- 
ing in the world. 

Epidemical contagion, and the convulſions of nature, 
are calamities which we can neither foreſee nor pre- 
vent ; but the flames of war were kindled by ourſelves; 
the ravages which they occaſioned were our own act 
and deed; nor doth it appear, that the events, even 
of the moſt fortunate wars, have reimburſed the 
nation, for a permanency, in any part of the ex- 
pence and lofles unavoidably ſuſtained by thoſe wars. 
Our conſolation, on the contrary, generally conſiſted 
in the pitiful reflection, that our enemies were alſo 
maimed, exhauſted, and almoſt reduced to bankruptcy, 
This hath been the winding up of all our wars ; leav- 
ing us in the poſſeſſion of no territory beyond our 
own iſland, which may not be wreſted from us before 
the expiration of half a century. 


Review of the Colonies and Settlements which ſtill com- 
poſe a part of the Britiſh empire, with an eftimate of 
tbe exports and imports to, and from, England. Alſo, 


the exports and imports, to, and from, the revolted 
Colonies, 


America. The Britiſh America conſiſted of two 
great diviſions, the ſouth, and the north; the for- 
mer, luxuriant in ſoil and climate, populous, com- 
mercial, and flouriſhing ; its produce wheat, to- 
bacco, rice, indigo, timber, flax, iron, pitch, tar, 
and lumber. This divifion contains 2,000,000 of in- 
habitants, who have formed themſelves into 13 re- 
publics, independent of Great Britain, and of one 
another, now called The United States of America. 
The latter divinon, a cold, inhoſpitable, and thinly- 
inhabited country ; its fields covered with deep ſnow, 
and its rivers froze up from November till April, 


which cuts off all ſocial and commercial intercourſe 
with Europe. 
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This diviſion was retained, by Great Britain, 
at the late peace. The habitable part joins the 
American States, and was originally in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the French, to whom it proved an ex- 
penſive, unprofitable burden. It hath been no leſs ſo 
to Great Britain, but it is ſuppoſed to be very im- 
proveable. It is formed into two governments; thoſe 
of Canada, and Nova Scotia. Canada is properly the 


native country of fars, peltry, and other articles 


which enter largely into the Britiſh manufactures. It 
alſo furniſhes grain, timber, pot-aſh, and hath va- 
luable iron mines. This province, bounded on the 
north by frozen deſerts, on the weſt by unknown 
countries, is only acceſſible to European ſhipping 
by the river St. Lawrence, whereon ſtand Quebec, 
Trois Rivieres, and Montreal. TED 

Nova Scotia derives great importance from its lo- 
cal ſituation, and its harbours, particularly Hallifax, 
Annapolis, and Port Roſeway, the ſafeſt and moſt 
capacious in North America; the centre of northern 
vavigation; a ſhelter to ſhipping from all parts of 
thoſe ſeas, during the hurricanes, or when the other 
harbours are frozen up; and here alſo veſlels of any 
burden may be repaired. In a political view, Nova 


Scotia is the moſt valuable of all the Britiſh ſettle- 


ments in the weſtern hemiſphere, becauſe on this 
province depends, in a great meaſure, our poſſeſſion 
of the fur trade, the Newtoundland fiſheries, and 


the Sugar Iſlands. 
The Mes 


Indies, By the Welt Indies is underſtood 
thoſe innumerable iſlands which lie between the two 
continents of America, to which diviſion of the globe 
they properly belong. They were diſcovered near 


600 years ago by Chriſtopher Columbus, in the ſervice 
of Spain, and have ſince been ſhared, thro' force or 
treaty, by France, Great Britain, Denmark, and Hol- 
land. Of theſe iſlands, Great Britain poſſeſſes Jamaica, 
Barbadoes, St. Kitt's, Antigua, St. Vincent, Domi- 


nica, the Grenades, and ſome others of inferior im- 
portance ; 
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portance; from whence we import ſugar, rum, 
cotton, coffee, ginger, pepper, guaiacum, ſarſapa- 
rilla, machineel, mahogany, indigo, gums, and other 
valuable articles. 

Coaſt of Africa. The ſouthern coaſt of Africa was 
diſcovered by the Portugueſe in that adventurous age 
which firſt carried the Europeans to the American 
world. Beſides ſupplying the Welt Indies with flaves, 
itt produces gold duſt, ivory, gums, and other articles, 
far too valuable to be engroſſed by the Portugueſe 
alone : conſequently the Engliſh, French, and Dutch, 
have taken a ſhare of this commerce allo. Each na- 
tion hath its reſpective forts at the entrances of the 
principal rivers, but the unhealthineſs of the climate 
prevents the eſtabliſhment of colonies, 

Eaſt Indies. The Portugueſe gradually extended 
their diſcoveries along the coaſt of Africa, till at” 
length they arrived at the moit ſouthern promontory 
> of that quarter of the globe, which, in their joy, 
they called The Cape of Good Hope, 

** This diſcovery opened, unexpectedly, a new tract 
to the Eaſtern ſhores of Africa; to Perſia, Arabia, 
the Mogul empire, China, Japan, and the numerous 
Wo Spice Iſlands of the Indian ſeas. Here the Portugueſe 
3 erected a commercial empire at the expence of the un- 
BH happy natives, on whom they practiſed all the frauds, 

violences, and outrage, which their Chriſtian brethren 
of Spain were carrying on, with unrelenting barbarity, 
in the weſtern world. h | 

The great wealth which the Portugueſe brought 
into Europe, while they enjoyed the monopoly of 
the Indian commerce; the report of their civil and 
religious tyrannies; the impatience of the natives to 
throw off the intolerable yoke, began to engage the 
attention of other European ſtates, particularly rhe 
Dutch, who, with the aſſiſtance of the natives, ex- 
pelled the oppreſſors of India from almoſt every ſet- 
tlement, which the Dutch ſeized for themſelves, and 
thus eſtabliſhed a new, and more permanent power, 
becauſe founded on juſtice and moderation, towards 
the people oyer whom they preſide. 
| b 2 The 
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The Engliſh wiſely contented themſelves with the 
poſſeſſion of Madrafs, Calcutta, Bombay, and other 
forts in the Mogul empire; where, being indulged 
by the native princes with ſundry exemptions, and 
excluſive privileges, they carried on a flouriſhing 
commerce, and divided eight per cent. upon their 
capital. 

The Mogul empire, or Indoſtan, extends, in a 
compact ſquare maſs of country, from the Tartarian 
mountains in north latitude 36, to the Bay of Bengal, 
latitude 22. From thence it ſtretches due ſouth, in 
the form of a peninſula, to Cape Comorin, within 8 
degrees of the line, and thus enjoys a coaſt of 3000 
miles, which, beſides the benefits to trade and navi- 
gation, contributes to the health of the Europeans 
who chooſe to reſide in thoſe very diſtant regions. 

Indoſtan, in its moſt extenſive ſenſe, contains 
1,116,000 ſquare miles, and is conſequently equal 
in ſize to Great Britain, Ireland, France, Spain, Por- 
tugal, Italy, Germany, Hungary, Poland, and Turkey 
in Europe. The number of people who inhabit In- fb 
doſtan is computed at 100,000,000 of Indians, and = 
10,000,000 of Mahometans or Moors, the deſcen- [0 
dants of thoſe Arabs, Perſians, and Tartars, who at 4% 
various periods over-run and ſubdued this unwieldy © 
empire. 5 5 ; 

The native Indians are zealouſly attached to their 
religious tenets, their laws, and antient cuſtoms ; in- 
genious, tractable, inoffenſive, and ſubmiſſive to a 
degree unknown in Europe; dark in their com- 
plexion, eſpecially rowards the ſouth ; feeble in their 
perſons, conſtitutionally and religiouſly temperate, 


Indoſtan is not only one of the largeſt empires in 
the world, but its produce is the moſt valuable ; be- 
ing the greateſt repoſitory of diamonds hitherto diſ- 
covered; beſides its ſpices, drugs, colours, filk, cot- 
ton, faltpetre of the beſt quality, ſaffron, coffee, ſu- 
gar, and rice. Its manufactures in filks, embroidery, 
and cottons, have long been the admiration of — 

5 1 an 
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and particularly England, where the thirſt of revenue 
permits the importation of theſe foreign manufactures, 
though now equalled, if not exceeded, in beauty, by 
thoſe at home. | 

Between the years 1751 and 1760 a train of events, 
more fortunate than honourable, put the Engliſh Eaſt 
India Company in poſſeſſion of thoſe provinces which 
have hitherto been conſidered as the garden of In- 
doſtan, viz. Bengal, Bahar, and part of Oriſſa; the 
whole, collectively, equal in dimenſions to the king- 
dom of France, abounding in manufacturing cities, 
inhabited by 10,000,000 of people, and producing 4 
revenue of 3,500,000]. annually. The fertile pro- 
vince of Benares, otherwiſe Gazipour, adjoining to 
Bengal on the north, and producing a revenue of 
260,000l. was in 1774 annexed to the Company's 
poſſeſſions in that quarter. The provinces of Bengal 
and Benares lie on both ſides of the Ganges, and are 
every where watered by its tributary ſtreams, which 
are navigable for veſſels of 200 tons, and connected 
by canals of ſufficient depth for all the purpoles of 
extenſive inland navigation. The company alſo poſ- 
ſeſs a diſtrict of 40 miles round Madraſs; the iſland 
of Bombay ; and ſeveral detached cities upon the In- 
dian ſhores. 

By means of theſe advantages, and their territorial 
revenues, the Company enjoy, almoſt excluſively, the 
whole commerce of the Mogul empire; with the 
ſouthern parts of Arabia, Perſia, and Tibet. They 
trade alſo with the kingdoms of Aſem, Aracan, Ava, 
Pegu, Siam, Cambodia, Malacca, the empire of China, 
and all the Oriental iſlands, excepting Japan, the 
Manillas, and the iflands poſſeſſed by the Dutch. 

Such are the various and disjointed branches of 
the Britiſh empire; abounding in articles whereon 
mankind ſet the greateſt value; a ſtimulus to inva- 
ſion, and which will ever require a conſiderable ex- 
pence to maintain, 
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Eſtimate of Engliſh exports and imports to and 
from its remaining ſettlements in 1773, that year 
ſerving as an average medium of ten years from 1765 
to 1775, being the higheſt average of general exports 


and 1mports in the commercial annals of this iſland. 


Exports to Imports from Seamen 
Faſt Indies J. 845,707 C. 1,933,096 6000 
African forts — 662,112 — 68,424 3900 
Welt Indies - 1,235,734 - 2,700,814 - 12000 
Canada — 316,867 — 42,394 400 
Nova Scotia — 27,032 — 1,719 - 100 
Newfoundland | 
Fiſheries j 77744 — 68,087 - 20000 
IIudſon's Bay — 6,467 — 8,943 - 130 


— 


3,171,063 4,323,477 
3,171,063 


a 


Balance againſt exports L. 1,651,814. 


Could we aſcertain the value of ſupplies for gar- 
ritcns, particularly in Africa, the balance againſt ex- 


ports would exceed 2,000,000]. But of the articles 


which ſwell the amount of imports, we circulate a 


confiderable quantity over Europe, chiefly for ſpecie. 


Eitimate of Engliſh exports and imports to, and 
from, the revolted colonics, upon periodical averages 
of ten years from 17CO to 1780. | 

| Exports, Imports. Balauce in favour 
| | of Exports. 


1700 to 1710 - L. 267,205 - . 205,783 - £. 1422 


to 1720 305,945 = 392,053 — 
to 1730 — 471.342 5 518,830 - — 
to 1740 660, 136 — 650,128 — — 


to 1750 812,647 708,943 - 103,704 
to 1760 — 1,577,419 - 802,691 - 774, 728 
to 1770 +» 1,703,409 = 1,044 50 - 718,818 
to 1780 = 1,331,200 — 743,500 - $87,046 


L. 2c0,000 per annum ſhould be added to the ex- 
ports, being the value of flaves imported into theſe 
provitices by the Britiſh merchants directly from 
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Africa. This included, Lord Sheffield ſtates the total 

amount of balances in favour of England between 

1700 and 1773, at . 20, ooo, ooo 

From which may be deducted the eſti- 
mate of ſupplies for the army and 
navy, the ſame being valued in the 
exports 


10, ooo, ooo 


L. Io, ooo, ooo 


Againſt this balance, and all the commercial be- 
nefits which England derived from North America, 
previous to the revolt of the Thirteen States, Lord 
Sheffield, and other writers, have brought forward the 
following ponderous ſums advanced by this country; 
VIZ : 

To the annual ciyil eſtabliſhments of the provinces, 


previous to the war in 1755 — I. 70,000 
To ditto from the peace of 1703 to the 
time of the ſtamp act — ode 


To the high bounties granted by parliament to en- 
courage American produce, as hemp, flax, fir, and 
pine timber, pitch, tar, turpentine, indigo, &c. ſup- 
poſed in the whole to be annually, C. 200,000 
To commercial indulgences allowed the provinces 
at the expence of the Britiſh merchants. 

To loſſes ſuſtained by thoſe merchants from bad 
payments, particularly fince the year 1775, when 
America owed ſeveral millions | 

But theſe conſiderations, however important, are 
trifling to the expence of the three laſt wars, which 
Lord Sheffield places to the account of America, and 
eſtimates as follows, viz : 5 
The war commencing in 1739 C. 31, ooo, ooo 
1735 — 71,000,000 
1775 . 100,000,000 

4. 202,000,000 
The expence of the laſt war ſeems to be under- 
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Relative ſituation of Great Britain and France, in cli- 
mate, ſoil, extent of territory, commerce, revenue, and 
other particulars —INTE*NAL IMPROVEMENTS re- 
commended, as affording new ſources of ſtrength and re- 
venue, whereby the mother country will be enabled to 
retain its ſettlements, extend and protect its commerce. 


The iſland of Great Britain is ſituated between the 


50 and 59 degree of latitude, a climate which quali- 
fies the inhabitants equally for the arts of peace or 


war; while the breezes from the ſurrounding ocean 


ſoften the rigours of winter, and temperate the air ta 
a degree unknown in countries upon the continent, 
lying under the fame latitudes. 

It is equally happy in its animal and vegetable 
productions; its metals, minerals, and fiſheries ; form- 
ing, upon the whole, a great ſtorehouſe or magazine 
of thoſe articles which are the molt ſerviceable to the 
real wants of mankind. The returns ariſing from the 
exportation of theſe in favourable years, exceed cre- 


dibility, and they admit of being further extended, 


particularly thoſe of grain, and the fiſheries. 

This natural produce, however valuable in itſelf, 
both for home manufactures and exportation, is ren- 
dered ſtill] more fo, from the oblong form, and inſular 
ſituation of Great Britain, poſſeſſing a coaſt of 2000 
miles indented on every fide by lakes, bays, or har- 
bours; communicating outwardly with the ocean; in- 
ternally, with numerons navigable riyers * and ca- 
nals; by which means all the trading towns are ports, 
which communicate with each other, and with the four 
quarters of the world. The manufacturers at Leeds, 


Mancheſter, Birmingham, and other places, ſhip their 


goods almoſt at their own doors, at a low expence of 
inland carriage to the purchaſers; and receive back, 


* England i is fertilized by more than go rivers, which are naviga- 
ble for barges, carrying ſrom 5 to 150 tons. Scotland hath ouly 
3 navigable rivers, viz. the Ciyde, navigable as high as Glaſgow ; 
the Forth, at Stirling; and the Tay, at, Perth; but nature hath 
made ample amends to that kingdom in the numerous lakes which 


penetrate from 5 to 40 miles within and, and arc navigable for 
* of the line. 5 . 4 , 
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by the ſame eaſy conveyance, the raw materials of both 
hemiſpheres. Theſe are advantages of the moſt eſſen- 
tial importance to a commercial country, and which no 
continent, or widely extended maſs of land, can ob- 
tain ſo completely. 

Theſe kingdoms are alſo happily placed between 
the two great diviſions of the globe ; having Europe, 
Africa, Aſia, and the valuable Oriental iſlands, on 


one ſide; North and South America, with the Weſt 


Indies, on the other. By this moſt favourable poſi- 
tion, in the centre of the world *, they carry on an 
expeditious intercourſe with commercial nations ; their 
ſhips are continually ſteering through the ocean in 
every direction, and the whole earth is their market. 
Thus hath nature towards this ifland been laviſh in 
favours, which ſurrounding nations may admire, but 
cannot attain, She hath pointed out, beyond a poſh- 
bility of miſconception, that the part aſſigned to Bri- 
rain on the great theatre of the world, is an invariable 
attention to arts, commerce, fiſheries, and navigation. 

Nature is, however, ſo diverſified, that though, in 
ſundry reſpects, Britain enjoys a decided ſuperiority 
amongſt nations, yet this pleaſing reflection receives 
a check in the review of our comparative ſituation 


with France, the only European ſtate that hath any 


pretenſions to rivalſhip, or from which danger is to 
be apprehended. 


Square mules. 


France, including the iſland of ſica, 
contains 8 5 5 can Coyne 4 141,357 
England and Wales 49,450 
Scotland 27,794 
Ireland I 
| | 104,701 
Square miles in favour of France - 36,656 
SVEN The 


The antients conſidered Britain as placed at the weſtern extre- 
mity of the world; but, upon the diſcovery of America, our ifland 
was foundto lie between the two continents, and equally adapted for 
the commerce of the one, and the other, Its ſituation, alſo, facing 
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The ſuperiority of that kingdom in climate and 
ſoil, is ſtill more conſiderable. The northern pro- 
vinces, as Picardy, Normandy, Britanny, Lorrain, 


and French Flanders, equal the moſt fertile counties 


of England, in grain, and common fruits. But the 
natural riches of France, are its ſouthern provinces, 
between which, and England, all compariſon ceaſes. 

To explain this ſeeming improbability, it may be 
neceſſary to remind the reader, that thoſe provinces 
ſupply Europe and America with the moſt delicious 
wines, as claret, burgundy, champaign, pontac, 
frontiniac, muſcadel, They alſo produce in great 
abundance, brandy, honey, the finer fruits, filk, ſalt- 
petre, ſaffron, and excellent falt ; articles, which enter 
deeply into the commerce of France, and furniſh 
exports, ſufficient of themſelves to enrich a great 
kingdom. 

Such extent of dominion, and luxuriancy of ſoil, 


imply a numerous population, which, according to 


the late returns of the intendants of the provinces, 
amounts to near 28,000,000 
England and Wales, agree. 
able to Dr. Price's calcu- 
lation of 5 perſons to each 
houſe, contains J 


4 5,000,000 


Ireland contains above 2, ooo, ooo 


Scotland, 30 years ago, a- 
greeable to an eſtimate 


made out by the late Dr. 29959 


Webſter, 3 | 
8, 300, ooo 
In favour of France - 19,700,000 


the entrance of the Baltic ſea, affords it a ſhort and eaſy communi- 


cation with Norway, Denmark, Sweden, Germany, Poland, and 
the great empire of Ruſſia; countries that furniſh the materials of 
thoſe mighty tleets which are Britain's glory and defence. 


Specie 
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Specie in France — F. $7,000,000 
— Great Britain and Ireland 20,020,000 
In favour of France — 67,000,000 


The revenue and expenditure of France have been 
gradually increaſing ſince the reign of Lewis XIV. 
and they amount at preſent to 18,000,000). This 
ſum may ſound high to an Engliſhman ; but, was 
France taxed proportionably to Great Britain, its re- 
yenues would probably exceed 24,009,000. 

This conjecture is founded upon the comparative 
population of both kingdoms, If 5,000,000 of peo- 
ple in England, raiſe near 15,000,000. a country ſtill 
more fertile, equally commercial, and inhabited by 
28,000,000 of people, could extend its revenue beyond 
the abilities of any two nations in Europe to equal. 

The great ſuperiority which France enjoys, from 
extent of territory, and fertility of foil, derives 
additional value from her local and maritime ſitu— 
ation. Waſhed on one fide by the Atlantic, ſhe 
trades with the northern parts of Europe, the coaſt 
of Africa, India, China, and America, Having the 
Mediterranean on the ſouth, ſhe engroſſes almoſt the 
whole trade of Italy, the States of Barbary, the 
Turkiſh empire in Europe and Afia, comprehending 
Greece, Conſtantinople, Syria, Egypt, and other 
parts of thoſe extenſive ſhores, which antiently en- 
groſſed the commerce of the world &. 

Next, if not ſuperior, to thoſe channels of com- 
merce, are her Weſt India colonies, which far ex- 
ceed, in extent, and value, thoſe of Great Britain; and 
new ' plantations are in continual progreſſion. The 
annual produce of the European colonies was thus 
valued ſome years ago, when the iſland of Tobago 
was in the hands of the Engliſh; viz. 


*The Britiſh trade with thoſe countries was formerly very 
conſiderable and beneficial ; but it is at preſent little more than a 
name, owing to the rivalſhip of the French, particularly in broad 
cloth, which they manufacture chiefly of ſmuggled wool from 
Ireland and this kingdom, REO | 

N French 
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Ships. Men. Value. 
French 600 13,000 FL. 4,37 5,000 
Britiſh 600 12,000 2,887,500 
Dutch I 50 4.009 1,050,000 
Daniſh 70 1, 500 306, 2 50 
Spain, it is conjectured, receives to x 

the value of — 43750 
9,056,250 


It would be endleſs to enumerate the various chan- 
nels of commerce and revenue which that potent, ac- 
tive Kingdom bath opened, and is opening; ſome of 
them, at the expence of Great Britain, in defiance of 
our ſhips of the line, and all the vigorous efforts we 
have been making to retain them. 

_ Equally attentive is that nation to objects of infe- 


rior concern, but which, in the aggregate, are ren- 


dered ſubſervient to the great plan of national polity. 


It is well known that Greece and Rome ſer examples 


to mankind in whatever is beautiful, ſtupendous, and 
uſeful in architecture and ſcience. In imitation of 


Thoſe great models, the public works in France are 


conſtructed with a ſpirit, taſte, and ſolidity, far ſur- 


paſſing the dimioutive, imperte& undertakings in Eng- 


laad ; becauſe, in the former country, they are the 
works of government, conducted on the moſt exten» 
five plans, with a view to magnificence as well as ge- 
neral utility, Whereas, in England, thoſe works 
which are of the greateſt national importance, as 
highways, canals, and harbours, are entruſted ſolely 


to the abilities of a few traders, or country gentle. 


men, whoſe only views being profit, or local conve- 
ency, they are executed upon contracted deſigns, fre- 
quently with borrowed money, and conſequently ſub- 
Jett to ſuch heavy burdens as to defeat, in ſome re- 

ſpects, the ends for which they were undertaken. 
Equally liberal, magnanimous, and politic, is the 
French government, in adapting its regulations in fi- 
Dance, to the particular ſituations, caſes, and abilities 
of the deines provinces which compoſe the den. 
Om. 
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INTRODUCTION: xxix 
dom. The duty upon ſalt, for inſtance, is levied in 
ſome diſtrifts extremely high; in others, conſide- 
rably lower; while the poorer countries are totally 
exempted. Even the frontier provinces, which that 
kingdom hath been gradually abſorbing by conqueſt 
or treaty, are indulged with privileges and exemp— 
tions, which the native French do not enjoy. This 
condeſcenſion cannot fail of gaining the affections and 
confidence of thoſe remote ſubjects, and of facilitat- 
ing new acquiſitions. 

Such is the nation which Britain hath as its rival 
in arts, commerce, and arms. Superior in climate, 
fertility, and dominion; in population, revenue, ſpe- 
cie, munificence, and civil polity; availing itſelf of 
the errors of this country, and riſing upon its fall, 

Upon the whole, we have been too ſecure in our 
eſtimation of that kingdom, and the wiſdom of its 
councils. Inſtead of a rival, there is reaſon to dread 
a ſuperior, or a controuling power, in every quarter 
of the globe. We have lately beheld our widely 
diſperſed, and devoted empire; our commerce, ſhip- 
ping, and all the avenues and ſources of external reve- 
nue, at the mercy of the moſt potent kingdom on the 
globe; whoſe friendſhip is univerſally courted by man- 
kind, and whoſe influence gives the turn, or caſt, to 
the councils of Europe, Aſia, and America. No longer 
governed by an oſtentatious diſplay of military parade 
in Flanders and Germany, our rival now directs her 
attention to commerce, the navy, and the humbling of 
Great Britain, While we are amuſing ourſelves with 
the unceaſing ſquabbles of ambition, faction, or party, 
France is concluding a treaty, or meditating a blow 


againſt this infatuated country. Our wars, therefore, 


are in future to be conſidered, not as wars of choice, 
but of unavoidable neceſſity. To whatever hemi- 
ſphere France directs her fleets and armies, thither the 
Britiſh armaments muſt follow, to watch ſo vigilant 
an enemy, and to ward off the impending danger. 

Thus, there remains no alternative between a total 


relinquiſhment of our tranſmarine poſſeſſions, or a 
con- 
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continued, expenſive preparation for defenſive war. 
If we reſolve upon the latter, we muſt at the ſame 


time deviſe new ſources of men and revenue, a mat- 


ter of greater difficulty than ſome ſpeculative writers 
ſeem to allow. The ordinary and extraordinary reve- 
nues have nearly ſeen their utmoſt limits, beyond 
which they cannot be carried, without endangering 
manufactures and population. Neither can we ex- 
tend the lines of our narrow kingdom, becauſe theſe 
are fixed, unalterably, by the hand of Nature. Burt 
though we cannot enlarge its boundaries, we may im- 
prove its ſoil, realize millions of acres which are co- 
vered at preſent with heath, bruſhwood, moſs, or ſtag- 
We may encourage arts, and new 
branches of manufacture; facilitate inland carriage, 
extend the fiſheries, and raiſe a new world of thriving 
populous villages. The hitherto neglected metropolis 
may be improved, and ornamented with magnificent 
edifices, ſo as to become the admiration of mankind, 
and to draw hither the wealthy, and the curious, 
from all parts of Europe, as to the centre of arts, 


commerce, and ſplendour. 


Harbours may be deepened, royal dock-yards con- 


ſtructed in the moſt eligible fituations, and ſhip-build- 


ing encouraged around the whole iſland. 

We may adopt a compendious and faving mode of 
collecting the revenue, to the mutual advantage of 
government and the community ; belides the ſuppreſ- 
ſion of that national evil, ſmuggling ; a practice, which 


the vigilance of the whole navy of England would in 


vain attempt to prevent. We may appropriate a given 
ſum for reducing the national debt ; or adopt for that 
purpoſe ſome of the plans propoſed by doctor Price, 
whoſe writings on this ſubje& ought to be read by 


all thoſe who have any regard for the ſafety of their 


country, its commerce, and dependencies. 

Theſe ſeem to be ſome of the moſt neceſſary ob- 
jects of attention; but, if improvements were extended 
to a reviſal of the whole ſyſtem of national polity, fo 
as to model, qualify, and bring down all the conſtitu- 
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ent parts, to caſes and circumſtances now exiſting ; the 
objects will be found ſo numerous and important, 
that it would require the abilities, and political know- 
ledge, of a Sheffield, an Eden, or a Tucker, to 
bring them into public view, ; 

With this iſland is lodged the active, invigorating 
force, that gives, or ought to give, ſecurity and pro- 
tection to all the diſtant branches throughout the 
wide expanſe of empire. Proportioned, therefore, to 
the magnitude of external dominion and commerce, 
ſhould be the powers of the centre; a conſideration 
which hath not, ſeemingly, had a due ſhare of atten- 
tion, The improvement of the mother country was 
neglected, as an object of trivial concern, and the 
conſequences were ſuch as might have been expected. 
Filled with vaſt ideas of extenſive empire, and com- 
mercial monopoly, we enjoyed a momentary ſplen- 
dour, at an expence far exceeding our abilities, and 
in a few years the golden dream vaniſhed. 

But ſo extemlive were our diſtant poſſeſſions, that 
though an empire be loſt, through the weakneſs of 
the ſeat of government, an empire ſtill acknowledges 
our ſway ; whoſe proportionable magnitude, to that of 
Great Britain, is as five to one, without including the 
uninhabited regions of Labrador, and the countries 
round Hudſon's Bay. 

Conſidering our ſituation, therefore, in every point 
of view, national improvements, and the increaſe of 
population, ſeem not only matters of expediency, but 
of poſitive neceſſity; objects of the firſt importance, 
and to which all other concerns are only ſecondary, in 
a very diſtant degree. Happily, the field which yer 
remains for the exerciſe of a patriotic adminiſtration ; 
the internal reſources {till in reſerve for the relief of an 
opprefled kingdom; afford a pleaſing, well-grounded 
proſpeR, that we ſhall not only be able to ſurmount pre- 


xxx i 


ſent difficulties, but even to riſe, with redoubled 


ſtrength, from the ruins of a ſhattered empire. If we wiſh 
to erect the fabric of future proſperity on a permanent 
baſis, we muſt return to our deſerted vative country; 
2 trace 


xXxxII INTRODUCTION. 


trace out the unexplored gifts of nature, and bring 
into action all its hidden treaſures. England in 1784, 
contraſted with England at the Revolution; with 
Ireland, Ruſſia, and North America, is a highly 
improved country. But England in 1784, compared 
with Holland, China, antient Greece, Italy, and 
Egypt, is yet in a ſtate of nature; ſtill more ſo, is the 
northern part of our iſland, as will appear in the ſub- 
ſequent review of that kingdom. 


Reſpecting population, we have to obſerve that the 


ſeven United Provinces of the Netherlands, containing 
only 9540 ſquare miles, and ſupplied in grain and 
neceſſaries by their neighbours, calculate the num- 
ber of inhabitants at above 2,000,000, Whereas 
Great Britain, which contains 77,244 ſquare miles, 
and ſupplies other nations with its exuberance, whoſe 
natural ſituation is moſt eminently calculated for in- 
land and foreign trade, is ſuppoſed to be inhabited by 
no more than 6,900,000. We may therefore, with- 
out entering upon minnte calculation, thus eſtimate the 
number of people, who, with the aid of government, 


might be maintained and employed in Great Britain, viz. 


In England _ — 12,000,000 
— Scotland — — 3,000,000 
| — — — 

I 5,000,000 


If the Iriſh government ſhall perſevere? 
in its patriotic efforts, the popula- 
tion of that fertile kingdom may be 


F, ooo, ooo 
increaſed from 2 to 


— 


1 


6—— 


| 20,000,000 
the whole conſtituting a power - ſufficient for all the 


purpoſes of external defence, againſt the united force 


of our very formidable rival, and her numerous allies. 
To theſe favourable circumſtances on the creditor 
ſide of public affairs, we have further to add, that, 
after 1791, the remaining long annuities, and life-an- 
nuities, granted in the reigns of King William and 
Queen Anne, alſo the annuities given as douceurs 
5 
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to thoſe who have advanced money to the ſtate, 
fince thoſe reigns, will gradually expire, by which 
above 1,300,000]. annually, will revert to the public. 
It is ever to be regretted that government did not 
raiſe the loans, or the greateſt part of them, on tem- 
porary annuities, which they might have done at a 
trifling difference in the expence. If, inſtead of 
10, oo0, oool. the intereſt of the preſent debt, and of 
which eight parts are, or will be, perpetual, govern- 
ment had funded a tenth part only in perpetuity, the 
expence would ſcarcely have been felt by rhe nation 
in general, while a million paid annually to the opu- 
lent creditors of the public, would have fully anſwered 
all the purpoſes of individual conveniency. Such 
would have been the happy ſtate of our finances at 
the preſent time, and ſo light the burdens tranſmitted 
to poſterity, had miniſters been ſeriouſly inclined 
to keep the public debts within moderate bounds. 
Nor is it yet too late to put theſe enormous burdens 
into a train of redemption, within a given time, pro- 
viding that our preſent rulers ſhall be ſo diſpoſed. If 
they wiſh to gain the full confidence of the nation; 
to unfetter our commerce and manufactures; to check 
emigration ; and to keep that many-headed monſter, 
war, at a diſtance, by being always prepared for it; 
if they are emulous of honeſt, well-earned fame, and 
deſirous to tranſmit their names to poſterity, as the ſa- 
viours of their country ; they will liſten to the voice 
of reaſon, and the calls of common juſtice towards 
an injured community, who have been wantonly, and 
grievoully loaded, beyond any example in the annals 
of mankind. 
The further reſources ſtill in reſerve for national 
purpoſes, may be thus ſtated. _ 3 
Savings in the army and ordnance eſtabliſhments, in 
conſequence of the loſs of America, and the very ex- 
penſive, though uſeleſs iſland of Minorca. 
Ditto, in bounties on American produce, and other 
diſburſements in thoſe ſtates, the whole ſuppoſed to 
be half a million annually. 


0 Ditto, 
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Ditto, in collecting the exciſe, cuſtoms, and duties, 
being at preſent from 6 to 15 per cent. on the groſs 
amount, but which may be reduced to leſs than one 
half of that expence, ſo ſoon as the complicated maſs 
of revenue ſhall be fimplified or conſolidated, and 
ſmuggling ſuppreffed. . 

Ditto, by aboliſhing the bounty on the exportation 
of corn, ſuppoſed to coſt the ration 140,0001. annu- 
ally, upon an average of years, without anſwering 
any other purpoſe than the encouragement of frauds, 
it being alledged that many cargoes thus ſhipped upon 
a bounty 'are, ſoon after, brought back, relanded, 
and ſhipped upon a ſecond bounty *. | 


* A bounty upon the exportation of corn in a manufacturing 
country, is ſo far impolitic, as ut affords a pretence for raiſing 
the rents of lands at the expence of that claſs of people who are + 
leaſt able to bear it; and, at the ſame time, gives our rivals in trade 
a decided advantage at foreign markets. It hath been argued, in 
ſupport of the bounty, that cheap proviſions is the ſource of idle- 
neſs, and diſorderly habits, amongſt perſons who are reſtlefs through 
the impatience of money in their pockets. Admitting this to be 
the caſe with a portion of the mechanics, labourers, and other 
working people throughout the kingdom, ſhall the wives and chil- 
dren of theſe thoughileſs men be rendered ſtill more wretched, 
through the want of that neceffary article, bread, thus artificially 
enhanced beyond its natural value, and beyond the abilities even 
-of the -moſt induſtrious mother to purchaſe a ſufficient quantity 
for her unhappy offspring? Or, becauſe the kingdom may con- 
tain 50 or 60,000 diſorderly perſons, is the whole body of the 
ſaber, the domeſtic, and the induſtrious manufacturers, artiſts, and 
labourers, with their tamilies, amounting to fome millions, to be 
thus deprived of the gitts which Heaven hath ſo bountitully pro- 
vided for thers, | A } 

It hath been further argued, that, as wages are higher in England 
than in any other country, the working people can bear a propor- 
tionable riſe in the price of proviſions ;. but it ſhould be conſidered, 
that human nature is ſubject to accidents, to lingering fickneſs, and 
to death; that even the moſt diligent are ſometimes out of employ, 
from ſtagnation of buſineſs; and that when the work, from what= 
ever cauſe, is at a ſtand, the ſupplies of a whole family are in- 
ſtantly cut off, Debts, or the precarious dependence upon friends 
zor neighbours, look them in the face, and the loſs of one week 
throws them back many weeks. It ought alſo to be conſidered, 
that as taxes, and all the neceſſaries of liſe have riſen, and are ri- 
fing, far beyond any example in other countries, the article of 
bread, ſhould, in policy and humanity, be permitted to reach the 
_ cottage, and the garret, at ſuch prices as bounteous nature alone, 
mall, from year to year, ſtamp upon it. 1 

Sale 


CIS 
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Sale of the royal foreſts, crown lands, and other 
unproductive claims, which would alſo open a new 


field to agriculture, population, and the conſumption 


of home manufactures. 

Some of theſe ſavings are now in actual progreſſion, 
and the accumulated amount of the whole will ute 
mately exceed 2,000,000]. annually, 

In the mean time, however, additional taxes muſt 
be levied to raiſe the public revenue to a par, or level, 
with the unavoidable diſburſements as before ſtated; 
and, as perſons of all denominations have ſomething 
to ſay on theſe ſubjects, the following obſervations 
are ſubmitted, among other ſchemes of the day, to 
the conſideration of the reader. 

The objects of revenue may be claſſed under three 
general heads; 

1. We landed property; on which, owing to late 
improvements, and the rapid growth of towns, the 
tax is levied at preſent, very unequally. 

2. Trade and commerce; or duties and exciſes on 
exports and imports, manufactures, and the neceſſa- 
ries of life. Objects, that ought to be the laſt in 
conſideration, and always touched with the greateſt 
delicacy ;; but which, on the contrary, have been 
taxed, and re-taxed, to an alarming degree; tending 
to ſap the foundations of commerce, the great prop on 


which all other ſources of revenue chiefly depend. 


3. Luxuries, ſuperfiuitics, ond amuſements, ſeem 
therefore, the moſt eligible objects of taxation, and 


which will be more or leſs productive in proportion 


as commerce ſhall be exempted. From thefe channels 
all the deficiencies of revenne may be amply ſupplied, 
and at an eaſy expence in collecting; without op- 
prefling any claſs of people ; without cramping the 
national exertions ; or driving the induſtrious manu- 


facturers and their families to the new world. The 


articles which ſeem to be the moſt productive, though 
the leaſt burdenſome, are, 
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and 2 horſes, — oy 


- 4 ditto — — 5 
6 ditto — _ O 
Chaiſes or whiſkies having 2 wheels - 5 
Saddle horſes kept for pleaſure — 1 
5 
5 
1 


Gentlemen's carriages having 4 — / 


Qualifications for ſhooting — 
Every pack of hounds — 2 
Dogs, of a certain deſcription — 


Every houſe-keeper or maſter of a -4 


O00 00090 030 


for permiſſion that hair powder may be 
uſed in ſuch family, if renting a houſe 
under gol. and to be charged propor- 
tionably, upon higher rents 

A ſimilar tax to be levied and proportioned 
upon houſekeepers, who permit card- 
playing within their reſpective houſes 

Every perſon who wears cambrics, lawns, 
or lace, of foreign manufacture 


Un 


ditto who wears muſlins, and cottons 
of whatever quality or denomination, þ10 o 
being the manufacture of the Eaſt Indies 


5 2 2 
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the following eſſential purpoſes, viz: 
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i 
| 
| Theſe taxes, if duly enforced, are calculated to calle 
| near 2, ooo, ooo l.; a ſum which, with ſavings, and 
the extinction of 8 annuities, would effect 


Make good all the deficiencies of revenue, ariſing 


Enable government to reduce the national debt, by 
means of an accumulating fund, upon compound in- 
tereſt, during a given number of years. And thirdly, 
| enable 


* Dr. Price and other 8 converſant i in numerical calcula- 
tions, have given ſeveral ſtriking examples of the progreſſive effects 
"= accumulating intereſt, providing that both principal and intereſt 
: ſhall be permitted to operate, without alienating any part thereof, 

as was originally propoſed by the projectors of the ſinking fund in 


Money, ſays the Dr. bearing compound intereſt increaſes at 
firſt ſlowly. But, the rate of intereſt being continually accelerated, 
it becomes 1n ſome time ſo rapid as to mock all the powers of the 
imagi- 
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enable government to appropriate a ſpecific ſum an- 
nually to objects of national improvement; which, 
beſides giving encouragement to ingenuity, and 
employment to the induſtrious, would promote the 
circulation of ſpecie throughout the kingdom, increaſe 
the demand for various articles of inland manufacture, 
keep the people at home; and finally, produce, in their 
operation, an annual equivalent equal to the whole 
amount of the original expence, if not, in many in- 
ſtances, exceeding it. 

So ſoon as the great concerns of the nation ſhall 
be put into this happy train, Britannia may be con- 
ſidered as out of danger, and in a hopeful way; eſ- 
pecially ſo, if we, inſtead of ſtimulating the jealouſy, 
and irritating the paſſions of mankind, enjoy our ſu- 
perlative advantages, in humble gratitude to the Au- 
thor of thoſe gifts, and with moderation and humanity 
towards mankind, of whatever country or complexion. 

This rule of conduct will allay the jealouſies, diſ- 
ſipate the reſentments, and ſecure the friendſhip of an 


imagination. One penny, put out at our Saviour's birth to 5 per cent. 
compound intereſt, would, before this time, have increated to a 
greater ſum, than would be contained in a hundred and fifty millions 
of earths all ſolid gold, But if put out on fmple intereſt, it would in 
the ſame time, have amounted to no more than ſeven ſhillings and 
Four pence half-penny. 

Reſpecting the preſent national debt, the Dr. ſays, that a mil- 
lion borrowed annually for 20 years, will pay off, in this time 65 
millions 3 per cent ſtock, if diſcharged at 601. in money for every 
100l. flock; and in 40 years more, without any further aid from 
loans, 333 millions (that is 388 millions in all) would be paid off, 
The addition cf 19 years to this period would pay off a thou/and 
millions. | | 

„One million yearly applied to diſcharge our debt, would, ſays 
Baron Maſeres, raiſe in 60 years, at 75 per cent. 317 millions.” 

Such is the hope yet remaining for this iſland, after the long 
train of political errors which characterize the age. It muſt there- 
fore afford every friend of his country, and of poſterity, very con- 
fiderable ſatisfaction when he contemplates, that by a ſlight re- 
quiſition on a few articles of luxury only, our incumbrances way be 
_ diſcharged, and all taxes on manufactures, and the neceſſaries of life 
aboliſhed. By this happy turn in our affairs we ſhall, conſequently, 
go to foreign markets with better goods, and at lower prices; nor 

will there be, under ſuch circumſtances, the ſmalleſt pretence to 
ranſact the globe, in queſt of remvre ſettlements. e 
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offended world. It will accelerate commercial inter- 
courſe, give permanency to old channels of trade, 
and open new ones, whereof there yet remains an 
unbounded field, eſpecially with France, and the 


northern part of our iſland; countries, of which we 
have in many reſpects loſt the benefit, by labout'ng 


to cruſh the one, and by cramping the exertigns ot 
the other. 

Such is the arduons work allotted for tho who 
are, or ſhall be, entruſted with the management of 
public affairs. They have to undo the miſtakes of 
almoſt a century, and to lead the nation into that dire 
tion which nature, experience, and the circumſtances 
of the times, point out as its proper line of action 

The embarraſſments to be encountered, and the 
difficulties to be ſurmounted, in reſtoring a fallen em- 
pire, preſent a noble field for the exerciſe of Roman 
patriotiſm; that ſpecies of virtue which elevates the 
mind, ſuperſedes all ſelfiſh or frivolous conſidera- 
tions, and perſeveres, with enthuſiaſtic zeal, in what- 
ever is great, uſeful, and benevolent. It is pleaſing 
to obſerve, that as our former ſyſtem was fallacious 
in its Principle, and ruinous in its operation to our- 
ſelyes, and to mankind ; the meaſures reſerved for 
the preſent day will produce the moſt ſalutary, heal- 
ing, and beneficial effects, wherever our influence 
extends. That plan of action, which is calculated to 
beſtow not imaginary, butreal glory, to this exhauſted 
country, Will, at the ſame time, give peace, — 
and comfort, to a tenth part of the human race“ 


* The world is ſuppoſed to contain 953 millions of people; of 
which number, 25 millions are under the ſovereignty of the kin 
of Great Britain; but, in eſtimatin the whole collective body 1 
mankind who are more or leſs 4 the influence of the Britiſh 


councils, or affected by them, we muſt include the greateſt part of 
the Mogul empire. The truſt which Heaven hath repoſed in the 


members of the Britiſh ſenate is, therefore, a matter of the greateſt 
importance, and moſt ſerious concern: they are the ſtewards of 
nations and people, in every quarter of the globe ; bound, by every 
poſſible tie, to diffuſe univerſal juſtice, and effectually to redreſs the 


grievances of thoſe who cannot, or who dare not, lodge their com- 


1 . where alone the ſu preme power is veſted. AN. 
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ANTIENT and PRESENT STATE 


O F 
VV 
PARTICULARLY THE 
LOW COUNTRIES. 


Commercial Annals of Scotland, 
COTLAND having been long harraſſed by 


hoſtile invaſion, and ſometimes embroiled in civil 
commotions, the profeſſion of arms became both a 
neceſſary, and a favourite employment amongſt the 
great body of the people. Every man was a ſoldier, 
ready to march at the command of his chieftain, or 
upon the ſummons of his prince, The nation, thus 
inured to the habits of war, in defence of their country 
and liberties, and always prevailing in the ſequel, 
gained a military reputation abroad; while the valour 


contending princes, procured their native kingdom 
various commercial privileges and exemptions, which 


crown of England, when thoſe nations, the mart at 
Campvere in Holland excepted, alledging that Scot- 


land was no longer a ſeparate kingdom, ſubjected its 

commerce to the ſame regulations and reſtrictions as 
that of England. The Scots of the middle ages, 
ſenſible of the benefits to commerce which thoſe diſ- 
tinguiſhed privileges beſtowed, began to avail them- 
ſelves of * riches which their ſeas ang extenſive 


. cCoaſts 


and fidelity of the auxiliary Seen... in the armies of 


it enjoyed until the acceſſion of James VI. to the 


Rn.. 


— .. 


oo 
coaſts afforded, and to import, chiefly by means of 
the fiſheries, not only the produce of more luxuriant 
climates, but alſo ſpecie in conſiderable plenty; inſo- 
much, that the coin of Scotland continued, for many 
ages, the ſame in quality and quantity as coins of the 
like denominations in England. 

Mention is made by foreign writers of a traffic be- 
tween Scotland and the Low Countries, whither, in 
the ninth century, the Scots carried their fiſh; and 
It is obſervable, that this- trade firſt ſuggeſted to the 


Dutch the idea of that fiſkery on the coaſt of Scot- 


land, which was the origin of their riſe, from infig- 
nificant villages, to High and Mighty States. 

Long befere that period, however, the Scots and 
Pitts ſeem to have been acquainted with certain prin- 
ciples of rude architecture, as appears by ſundry 
houſes and ruins, particularly in the Highlands, of a 


moſt ſingular conſtruction, and fully deſcribed by the 


antiquaries of the preſent century. 

Next in time, are the circular towers at Brechin 
and Abernethy, which have alſo been deſcribed, tho? 
their uſes have not been aſcertained, by thoſe writers. 

It is beyond' a doubt that eccleſiaſtical buildings 


of conſiderable magnitude began to be erected in 
the fifth century; ſome of theſe buildings being 


mentioned by Bede who lived near that period, and 
by ſucceeding hiſtorians, and charters, 
But it was not till the Scots had re- united the Pic- 


tiſh kingdom, expelled the Saxons, broke the power 


of the Danes, and eſtabliſhed peace and ſecurity, that 
the princes, nobility, and dignified clergy, began, 
by means of commerce and the fiſheries, to erect thoſe 


"magnificent fabrics which characterize the 1 1th, 12th, 


and 13th centuries. Thoſe mighty works were carried 


on with unremitting aſſiduity, under the patronage of a 
ue of excellent monarchs, through whole mild go- 


vernment, wiſe inſtitutions, and patriotic exertions, the 


kingdom arrived, comparatively, to à conſiderable 
degree of refinement, and began to form a patt in the 


political ſcale of Europe, vu the death of Alexan- 


der 


6 


der III. in 1285, wound up that flouriſhing period, 

and embroiled the two Britiſh kingdoms in all the 

calamities of a fixty years war. 

The population, the commerce, and the reſources 
of Scotland, at the commencement of that deſtructive 
era, muſt have been very confiderable. The king- 
dom was ſupplied in grain, arms, and other neceſ- 
laries, from Venice, Genoa, France, ind the Low 
Countries; and, as all the trifling manufactures of 
that age muſt have been at a ſtand during the war, we 
may attribute thoſe ſupplies to the fiſheries alone. 

No ſooner had peace, ſecurity, and good order, 
been reſtored, than the nation reſumed its commer- 
cial ſpirit with new vigour, and from thenceforward 
: the progreſſive flouriſhing ſtate of Scotland is fully 
0 authenticated in the writings of Britiſh and foreign 
x, hiſtorians, as well as by charters, and parliamentary 
Ws records. 

The fifteenth century, opens an ra extremely 
favourable to the arts of civil life in that kingdom, 
particularly literature, ſcience, huſbandry, plant- 
ing, commerce, navigation, and the fiſheries. It in- 
troduces the pacific, the ſplendid, and truly patriotic 
reigns of the five James's, who were equally vigorous 
in executing, as their parliaments were in enacting, 
the numerous regulations and inſtitutions which diſ- 
tinguiſhed what may be termed the vertical period of 
Scotland's glory and happineſs. 

The death of James V. in 1542, cloſed the ſplen- 
dour, and in ſome degree the independency of that 
antient kingdom. The oppoſite factions under the 
influence of France and England, co-operating with 

the ſtruggles which ſubverted the Popith religion, 
exhauſted: the internal ſtrength of the nation, enfee- 

-bled the excentric powers of government, deſolated 
.the country, and laid in ruins thoſe noble edifices 
Which it had been the work of ages to erect. 
But though the nation was thus internally con- 

vulſed during the reigns of Mary and James VI. com- 
merce ſtill continued to flouriſh in a certain degree. 
| | ouis 
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Louis Guicciardin, in his account of the Low. Coun- 
tries about the year 1560, enumerates the imports 
from Scotland, and ſays, That Campvere in Hol- 
land owes its principal commerce to its being the ſta- 
ple port for all the Scottiſh ſhipping, and ſo has been 
for a long ſeries of years.” Nor was the trade of that 
Kingdom confined to Europe only. In 1589, the 
Earl-of Cumberland, in his cruize againſt the Spa- 
niards, met with three or four Scottiſh ſhips at the 
Azores, who ſupplied him with wine and water. 

The principal exports from Scotland during the 


middle ages were cattle, peltry of various kinds ; lea- 


ther, wool, coarſe wollen and linen goods ; pearls, ſal- 
mon, pickled and red herrings; pork, lead, and coals. 

The trade of the. kingdom was chiefly carried on 
from St. Andrews, Dundee, Perth, Montroſe, Aber- 


deen, and the numerous ports of the Forth. 


We now arrive at a period when patriotiſm diſap- 
peared, and when national improvements ceaſed, 
An event took place, which, though it theathed the 


ſwords of both nations, proved in its conſequences 


more fatal to Scotland thah the politicians of thoſe 
ages had foreſeen. This was its giving a king to 


England in the perſon of James VI. anno Ane i by 


which the two crowns were inſeparably nnen; an 
elevation extremely pleaſing to janics, who ereby 
became ſole monarch of Great Brita nich 


ſtruck ſo deep at the root of national proiperity in his 
native dominions, that many of the trading towns 
fell into decay, and have not yet been able to reco- 
ver their former importance. The princes who had 
inſpired the nation with noble ſentiments, who had 
warmly patronized whatever conſtitutes the power, the 
opulence, and the elevation of ſtates, being now 
withdrawn; the people loſt their ſpirit, univerſal de- 
jection took place, and the nation ſunk back rapidly, 


into ignorance and inſigniſicance. 


In this deplorable ſituation did that country remain 
cill the late reign, when a ſpirit of improvement, in- 
an and commerce, began to pervade the centre of 


the 


Wé́., 

the kingdom. While the encouragement given ta 
the linen manufacture gave new life to the decayed 
ports of the eaſtern ſhores, and rouſed them into ac- 
tion, the American commerce, and the bounties on the 
filteries, animated thoſe of the weſt, 

The citizens of Glaſgow, availing themſelves of 
their ſituacion, fitted out in 1718 the firſt veſſel of 


Glaiguw property that crofſed the Atlantic. Their 


trade advanced by flow degrees till 1750; and from 
that period to 1775, it may be ſaid to have flouriſhed. 
In 1776, America prohibited all intercourſe with 
Great Britain. In 1782, Ireland was admitted to par- 
ticipate in the American and Weſt India commerce; 
and, in 1733, the American trade was laid open to all 
the world. Thus vaniſhed, after a ſhort poſſeſſion, all 
the excluſive commercial privileges relative to that 
country; for which, the Scots annihilated their parlia- 
ment, their African and India Company; and ſub- 
jected themſelves to exciſes, taxes, duties, and com- 
mercial reſtrictions unknown before the year 1707. 


Commercial Eſtabliſhments, 


All the commercial privileges which the Scots en- 
joyed abroad have been revoked, as before menti- 
oned, excepting at Campvere in Holland, which is 


ſtill the reſidence of a conſul, or conſervator, ap- 


pointed by the royal boroughs of Scotland; and even 
theſe privileges haye of late been held on a preca- 
rious tenure, notwithſtanding the obligations which 
Holland owes the former kingdom. 

The court or convention of the royal boroughs in 


Scotland had its origin about the middle of the twelfth 


century. The number of theſe boroughs is at pre- 
ſent ſixty- ſix, including the cities. Some of them are 
in ruins, others decayed, the harbours choaked up, 
and the corporations involved in debts. The bo- 
roughs are repreſented in parliament by 15 members 
an nd, at the annual conyention held at Edinburgh, by 
one commiſſioner from every borough, beſides Edin- 
burgh, which ſends two. Their privileges extend to 
commercial affairs both within the W 2 
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(ali) 
abroad, of which they conſider themſelves the guar- 
dians, but having neither funds nor ſpirit, their con- 

ventions of late years have not effected any material 
purpoſe of national concern. 

In 1726, however, the convention, perceiving the 
miſerable ſtate of the nation, procured a new eſta- 
bliſhment, for the encouragement of fiſheries, manu- 
factures, and improvements, conſiſting of 21 truſtees, 
who, ſo far as their very limited funds extend, have 
rendered their country the molt effential ſervices. The 
funds allotted for theſe great national objects conſiſt 
of 5 or 6000]. ariling from the forfeited eſtates, and 


a ſmall revenue from other ſources; the whole, far 


5 inadequate to the improvement of a kingdom. 

In 1746, Archibald Duke of Argyle (the Mz- 
cenas of Scotland) procured a royal charter for the 
eſtabliſhment of a Britiſh Linen Company, with a 
capital ſtock of 100,0001. and which may be further 
increaſed as the affairs of the Company ſhall require, 


Preſent State of Agriculture, Manu factures, and 
Commerce. 


Improvements in the various branches of huſban- 


dry, planting, and the raiſing a better breed of cattle 


and ſheep, have made rapid progreſs in the Lowlands 
fince the ycar 1750; but much remains to be done, 
particularly on thoſe eſtates whoſe proprietors reſide 
in other parts of the iſland, 

Partly to the abſence of thoſe gentlemen, is owing 
the neglect of manufactures, and commerce, over a 


very conſiderable part of the kingdom; the banks of 


the Clyde, the Forth, and the Tay, with a portion 
of the caſt coaſt, as far north as Aberdeen, may be 
faid to carry on the whole trade of the nation both 


inland and foreign. 


Moſt of the countries to the ſouthward of Edin- 
burgh, and whoſe inhabitants compoſed, in antient 
timcs, the flower of the Scottiſh armies, exhibit at 
preſent a melancholy picture of decayed boroughs, 


neglected ſeats, and a dejected commonality, Tho? this 


1 f diſtrick 


66 


diſtrict hath a coaſt of near 200 miles, abounding in 
ſmall harbours, and ſituated moſt admirably for weſtern 
commerce; yet, from the head of the Solway Firth 
to the town of Air, there is neither manufacture, nor 
ſhipping beyond the ſize of the herring buſſes, altho' 
it would appear by the number of ports, and by tradi- 
tion, that there was formerly a petty traffic in all thoſe 
laces, 

The ſame remarks are applicable to the extenſive 
coaſts which reach from Aberdeenſhire to the Pent- 
land Firth. There is, however, amongſt the gentle- 
men of the northern counties, a more general ſpirit 
for introducing ſmall branches of manufacture, as alſo 
for planting, and other rural improvements. By theſe 


generous efforts, the hills begin to be covered with tim- 


ber of various denominations, and ſo numerous as to 
exceed credibility. Of this, the eſtate of the late 
Sir Archibald Grant furniſhes the moſt ſtriking in- 


ſtance, that gentleman having, it is ſaid, lived to ſee 


ſeveral millions of trees of his own planting, and 
moſtly in full growth, 


/ the various Claſſes and Degrees of People in the 


Lowlands, and their Propenſity for the Manufactures 
of England. 


It is ſcarcely neceſſary under this head to mention 
the nobility, gentry, and principal traders ; their 
manners and modes of life being ſimilar to thoſe of 
the ſame ranks in England, from which country they 
ſupply themſelves in the various articles of dreſs, 


furniture, and paintings. 


Very different, however, in ſundry reſpects, are 
the generality of the farmers of Scotland from their 
ſouthern brethren. No ſooner has the traveller paſſed 
the borders, than he perceives a ſtriking'contraſt, not 


only in the appearance of the farms, houſes, and cat- 


tle, but alſo in the countenances of the people. The 
men are ſober, temperate, and laborious ; the women 


| equally diligent in raiſing coarſe woollen and linen 
cloth, and other neceſſaries for the family, beſides ſome 
| ſmall 


( xvi ) 

ſmall matters, particularly linen and yarn, for ſale, 
Dome of the more fertile diſtrits excepted, this claſs 
of people ſeldom enjoy the luxury of butcher's meat, 
wheaten bread, or even ſmall-beer. Theſe they chear- 
fully relinquiſh, to gratify their propenſity for Engliſh 
broad-cloth and other fineries, wherewith to adorn 
themſelves on Sundays, and public occaſions. Not- 
withſtanding the inceſſant toils of the week, they at- 
tend all the duties of religion with the utmoſt punc- 
tuality, and are equally attentive to the education 
and morals of their children, inſomuch that irregu- 
larities ſeldom happen, and crimes of a groſs nature 
are ſcarcely known. Poſſibly, the number of exe- 
cutions in the courſe of juſtice, doth not amount to fix 
perſons annually, upon an average of years, through- 
out the whole kingdom. 

Equally ſober, induſtrious, and domeſtic, are the 
mechanics, whoſe earnings, excepting thoſe who are 
engaged in the finer manufactures, do not exceed ſeven 


or eight ſhillings weekly. On this they dreſs in Engliſh | 


broad-cloth ; and their wives, occaſionally, in ſilks from 
London. On this alſo, they bring up, educate, and 
fit out for the world, thoſe adventurous intelligent 


people, who abound throughout Europe, Aſia, and 


America, 

There is another claſs in Scotland, whoſe induſtry, 
and laudable pride, enable them to maintain them- 
ſelves without troubling the pariſh, and at the ſame 
time contribute materially to the great ſtaple of the 
kingdom. Theſe are females of various ages, and 


under various diſtreſſing circumſtances ; the orphan, 
the widow, and the aged mother; all thoſe who 


have out- lived their kindred, or who receive no ſup- 
port from them. By unremitting application at the 


wheel, they gain two ſhillings weekly in, or near, tge 


manufacturing towns ; but thoſe of the northern parts, 


and who are chiefly employed in knitting ſtockings, 


cannot, with the cloſeſt application, clear above 
eighteen pence. So flender an income implies a 
ſcanty ſublence, conſiſting of barley-meal, greens, 

pota- 


BP 
, 
« 
_ Py 
2. 
* 
** 
wah „ 
a. 
* BY: 
a 
2 
4 
+ + 
4 
4 
. 
4 
3 
Ks 
Wo 
* A 
5 
1 
SS 
ry 
"45% 
a, 
8 
7X 
* 
3 
* 
1 * 


p * 1 9 
A 13 R 
- N 3.4. Ba n 


161 


potatoes, butter-milk, whey, or water. A ſmall. 


moiety is reſerxved for a decent apparel, of home ma- 
nufacture, wherein to appear at church; and though 
worn down with age, infirmities or neglect, they hold 
out with ſurpriſing chearfulneſs and fortitude, having 
always in contemplation, the proſpect of a happier ex- 
iſtence throughout eternity. This is alſo the conſo- 
lation of the great body of people in that Kingdom; 4 
the favourite fubject of their converfation when in 
health, and the ſupport of their minds in the days of 
affliction. 

Upon the whole, don we conſider the Lowlands 
of Scotland in a general view; the difpoſition, in- 
duſtry, and ſober manners of the inhabitants; the 
millions of acres yet in a ſtate of nature; the nume- 
rous decayed ſea - ports, which might be reſtored; the 


abundance of fiſh, cattle, ſheep, vegetables and roots 
and that, of 32 counties, 18 export grain, not from 


the extraordinary crops, but. the thinneſs of in- 


habitants; when we ſum up all theſe circumſtances, 
the aggregate will enable us to form an eſtimate of 
the importance of that diviſion of the iſland ; and this 
leads to the main objects of the pamphlet ſo far as 
they relate to that kingdom. 


Scotland the moſt valuable Nurſery of Seamen in the 
Britiſh Empire, England excepted, 


The benefits which England derives from Ireland, 


America, Africa, the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, have 
been the frequent theme of public diſcuſſion by the 
natives of the reſpective countries, or by perſons 
whoſe intereſt or inclination it was, to ſet forth theſe 
advantages in the moſt favourable light. 


Our derivative benefits, from the northern part of 
the united kingdom, in ſtrength, and commerce, the? 


of all others the moſt valuable, permanent, and im- 
proveable, have not hitherto been ſo forcibly repre- 


ſented, fo fully underſtood, or regarded with ſuch 


attention and reſpect, as their i importance ſeem to re- 


quire. 


( xlvii ) 
quire. To this is chiefly owing the neglect of that 
kingdom, the contempt in which it is beheld, the 
comparative ſcantineſs of the funds allotted for i Its 
improvement, and the univerſal diſpoſition for emi- 
gration amongſt the huſbandmen and artiſts, to a coun- 
try where thoſe induſtrious people will eſtabliſh, much 
ſooner than is generally imagined, the various manu- 
factures of their native land“. 

It is to be wiſhed that we may not, for a long term 
of years, have occaſion for ſuch numerous armies as 
have lately pervaded the globe, and in which the Scots 
ſupported, as uſual, their military reputation: but a 
Powerful, well-appointed fleet, and a proportionate 
number of men, always in readineſs, will ever be 
neceſſary, both in peace and war. The great exer- 
tions, and the incredible expence of this kingdom, in 
raiſing, acquiring, protecting, and retaining, -diſtant 
ſettlements, had the navy in view, equally with com- 
merce, becaufe the one depended upon the other. 
The carrying trade to, and from, thoſe ſettlements, 
reſpectively, was conſidered as ſo many ſources which 
conſtituted England's glory and defence: but that 
concluſion admits of ſome exceptions. The trade to 
China and the Eaſt Indies, inſtead of being a nurſery 
for ſeamen, is the conſumer of that very uſeful claſs 
of people, and requires conſtant ſupplies from the 
temperate ſhores of Britain. The trade to Africa is 
cequally deſtructixe; and even the Welt Indies, being 
ſubject to all the diſorders peculiar to the tropical 
climates, muſt debilitate and carry off great numbers 
of men, in a premature age. 

The North American commerce was more fayoura- 
ble to longevity, and employed 8000 ſeamen, who 


The religious commotions in Scotland during the reigns of 
James I. Charles I. and II. and the inability of thoſe princes to 
carry their deſigns into execution relative to trade and the fiſheries, 
diſpoſed numbers of people to emigrate ; fome went to New-Eng- 
land, but the greateſt number, particularly from the weſtern. coun- 
ties, ſettled in the north of Ireland, and to the calamities of Scot- 
land i is owing the flouriſhing ſtare of the Iriſh linen manufacture. 


Were 
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1 
were, however, chiefly Britains ; nor did America ever 
afford any ſupplies to the navy, and none is now to 
be expected from that quarter. On th- centrary, the 
northern provinces are building ſhips of the lice for 
our rival, to whoſe marine fire engtb, by an unex- 
pected turn in human policy, the foreſts of chat great 
continent are at preſent devoted. 

Such being the pariality of America towards 
France; and ſuch the deſtructive nature of the carry— 
ing trade, to all our remaining ſettlements, Canada, 
Nova-Scotia, and Newfoundland excepted, the Scottiſh 
fitheries claim the moſt ſerious conſideration. That 
great nurſery contributes, in a double capacity, to the 
aid and ſtrength of this kingdom; it ſupplies equally the 
waſte of the mercantile ſervice, and the royal navy; 
enabling us to carry on the greateſt traffic, and to mann 
the moſt victorious fleets that the world hath ſeen. 

Previous to the American war, and whenthe bounty, 
at preſent limited to the herring buſſes, was regularly 
paid, the fiſheries of that kingdom and the three divi- 
hons of iſlands employed 20,000 men, compoſed of 
perienced ſeamen, or perſons who were advancing 
progreſſively in the naval profeſſion. 

The great ſuperiority of this nurſery to all others 
appears in the following comparative ſbatement: 
Ihe commerce of the 13 States when in our 

Poſſeſſion, alſo Canada, Nova Scotia, and 8000 

Hudſon's Bay, employed 
The whale fiſhery to Greenland, Dapis's 

Straits, and other parts, encouraged by a 8 2000 

large bounty, employs 
The ſettlements, colonies, and iflands, ſtill ſubject to 

Great Britain, in various parts of the world, em- 

ploy, viz. 


Hudſon's Bay —. — —— 130 
Nova Scotia | — — 200 
c N Canada 


BR The eſtimate, reſpecting Canada and Noya Scotia, being made 
before the American war, mult be conſidered far too low tor the 
preſent time. The great iefort of refugees to thute proviness, 2 
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Canada ER — — — 460 
Africa — — — 3900 
Weſt Indies — — 12000 
Eaſt Indies — — 600 

22630 


The Newfoundland fiſheries employed of } | ___. 
men and boys 

This ſtatement ſpeaks at once to the underſtanding. 
We perceive that the Scottiſh fiſheries, and of one 
ſpecies only, employ, in the proportion of ten ſeamen 
to one who are engaged in the whale fiſhery ; above 
two to one of thoſe who carried on the whole North 
American commerce while in our poſſeſſion, and 
nearly equal to the number now employed in all our 
remaining ſettlements. 

Of ſtill greater conſequence will theſe fiſheries ap- 
pear, when it is known that the herring and the 
white fiſheries, upon the coaſts, lakes, and firths of 
Scotland, could raiſe, and keep in conſtant readinels 
for other ſervice, 50,000 & hardy feamen, and at no 
greater expence to the public than a moiety of the 
expenditure thrown away upon a uſeleſs fortreſs. 

The war at the Revolution employed 45,000 ſea— 
men. The number hath increaſed every ſucceeding 
war; and in 1792 it amounted to 100,000. The great 
efforts which France, aided by America, is now make 
ing in the naval department, require the ſame atten- 
tion on our part, and in all probability the Britiſh 


fleet, at the breaking out of another war, will far 


the rapid increaſe of trade with the mother country and the 
Weſt Indies, will in a few years employ. 2 or 300% Britiſh ſeamen. 
On the other hand, the Newfoundland fiſheries will in all proba- 
bility fall chiefly into the hands of France, Nova Scotia, and the 
northern States of America, 

- + At the Union, and ſome time after, from 6 to 800 boats were. 
engaged i in the herring fiſhery upon the Forth, and each boat.em- 
ployed 8 or 9g men, The fiſhery in the Murray Firth employed 
from 5 to 700 boats, of a ſmaller conſtruction, and navigated by 
6 or 7 men each. "Theſe fiſheries have, for want of due encourage- 
ment, much declined. But the great fiſheries are thoſe on the 


weſtern and northern ſhores, of which the reader will find a cir- 


oumſtantial account in the following narrative. 


, 
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exreed that of the preſent period, great as it is. An 


additional number of men will conſequently be- 


wanted : and as the manning of the navy hath ever 
been attended with conſiderable difficulty and ex- 
pence to government, and with circumſtances of 
oppreſſion towards many who are dragged into that 
ſervice againſt their conſent; there is not, in the 
whole ſyſtem of Britiſh politics, an object of greater 
importance to the defence and proſperity of the king- 
doms, than that of increaſing the number of hardy, 
intrepid ſeamen, by means of the northern fiſheries and 
coaſting trade. Thi arguments for a vigorous attention 
to this national object derive additional force from 
the ſober manners and tractable diſpoſitions of thoſe 
men, a circumſtance well known to the naval officers, 
and much approved of by them. 


Scotland confidered as a commercial Nation, and its great 
importance to England in that view— Some Propoſals 
for a more liberal Syſtem of Polity relative to Scotland, 
with conjectural Eſtimates of the beneficial Conſe- 
2 which would flow therefrom, to the whole 


Hand. 
It hath been obſerved, that a ſpirit of induſtry, 


trade, and rural improvements, began to revive in Scot- 
land about the year 1727, in conſequence of the 


American commerce carried on, from Glaſgow, and of 
ſome ſalutary, tho' incomplete meaſures of government 
reſpecting the linen manufactures, and the weſtern fi- 


ſheries, by which the whole kingdom was more or leſs 
benefited. Since that time, more eſpecially from 


the year 1750, the demand in Scotland for Engliſh 
manufactures, and various foreign articles thro” the 
channel of London, as ſilk, drugs, tea, and India 
goods, gradually increaſed, till the fatal commence- 
ment of the American war in 1775, when the an- 
nual value of-Engliſh exports to Scotland had amount- 
AW — — . 2,000,000 
The ready money ſpent by the Scots! 

and and gentry reſiding 1 in Fig. 


a 5 8 5 Ditto, 


F 502,000 
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Ditto, by traders, and other perſons, in 
their periodical journies to London; 
alſo in remittances to boarding ſchools, 
academies, and for a variety of other 


purpoſes J 


4. 2,600,000 
In 1696, was eſtabliſhed in England, the office of 
inſpector- general of the value of exports and imports 


I 00,000 


to, and from, all parts of the world; and in 1697, the 


amount of exports was found to be 


Le. 3,525,900 


Annual exports to Scotland only, be- 
_* rween 1763 and 1775; including | 
alſo, the money ſpent in England by $000,000 
the natives of Scotland — J 
L. 925,906 


being within a million of the whole exports of 
England, in the memory of man. The ſuperi- 
ority of Scotland in a commercial view, at the pre- 
ſent period, to any other channel or ſource of trade, 
will further appear from. the following comparative 
ſtatement, taken from Sir Charles Whitworth's Com- 
mercial: Tables for 1771, that being the higheſt year 


of Engliſh exports, particularly to the American States, 


where the imports from this kingdom never amounted 
to 1,800,000], upon an average of years, 


Imports from Exports to 
Africa — — 97.486 712,538 
Cagaries — 6,803 23,825 
Denmark and Norway 83,711 152.340 
Eaſt Country Rf 1 “ 
Eaſt India — 1,882, 139 1,184, 824 
Flanders — 142,38 -. 801,777 
France — m 51,645 146,128 
Germany — __ 765,774 1,316,492 
Greenland — CRN 
Holland — 428,080 1,685,397 
Ireland — 15380, 737 1,983, 8 18 
2 ; — 947,138 782,882 
Madeiras „„ | Jandnn2 
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Por- 


m) 


| Imports from Exports to 
Portugal - - 354,631 710,122 
Ruſſia — 1,274, 620 150, 159 
Spain - 568,323 1,224,011 
Streights - 3,004 152,323 
Sweden - 157,851 64,180 
Turkey TIE. 190,443 20,573 
Venice 83,335 72,950 
Guernſey, Jerſey and Alderney 56,802 58,505 
North America - 1,408,941 4,586,886 
Weſt ladies 2,716,569 1,151,360 
Spaniſh Welt Indies 39,988 4,301 


L. 12,821,995 17,161, 146 


Since the year 1 748, the annual amount of Engliſh 
imports hath gradually increaſed from ꝗ to 1 2,000,000], 
while that of exports from 1771 hath been gradually 
decreaſing, inſomuch that the balance, which, upon 


an average of 50 years previous to 177 1, had been 
above 4, ooo, oool. in favour of England, did not, at 


the concluſion of the late war, amount to 1, 00, oool. 
after deducting. the value of ſtores and other ſupplies 
for the army and navy. Nor are there any good 
grounds to hope, that the national exports to foreign 
parts will again produce a balance of 4, ooo, oool. or 
even half of that ſum, for a permanency of years. 
The balance with Ruſha, Sweden, and other 
countries upon the Baltic, hath always been againſt 
England, owing to the importance of the articles 
which we receive from thence, to manufactures, and 
the navy. Our exports to Portugal, Italy, Turkey, 


and the Streights, have lately decreaſed to the amount 


of a million annually, which France hath gained ; 
and ſimilar deficiencies, by means of that politic na- 


tion, may be expected with other European kingdoms, 
the trade of Ruſſia excepted. 


In America, the proſpect is ſtill more gloomy. As 


thoſe ſtates are feducing artiſts and manufacturers from 
all the commercial nations of Europe, and as their 
country abounds in raw materials, as iron, copper, 


d 3 timber, 


( 

timber, furs, peltry, cotton, hemp, flax, indigo, and 
filk ; it may be preſumed, that they will reftrict their 
Imports from this country to {uch articles only as they 
cannot raiſe within tbe mel ves, and, int ead of being a 
general cuſtomer, become a rival much ſooner than 
we imagine. | 

The {ame may be faid of Ireland, whoſe non- im- 
portation agreements furniſh matter of ſerious Concern. 

Upon the whole, the luxury of the times hath con- 
ſiderably increaſed cur imports,-while the exertions of 
France, the independence of Ireland, and America, 
have fo greatly abridged our exports, as to bring both 
nearly to a par. And though the commercial balance 
35 decreaſed, or nearly annihilated, the drain of ſpecie, 
by the Eaſt India Company, ſmugeling, the intereſt of 
public debts paid to foreigners, and remittances to ab- 
fentees; amounting to more than 2,000, oool. annually, 
remains the ſame ; which emiſfions will ſoon be attend- 
ed with very alarming conſequences, unleſs [pecdily 


checked, or new ſources of commerce are opened. 


e 


Some of the negative remedies to theſe unfavour- 
able circumſtances are now the ſubject of parliamen- 
tary diſcuſſion; others, we would gladly hope, will 


de brought forward in gradual ſucceſſion, while the 


productive ſources of a commercial balance demand | 
an equal degree of attention. We perccive from the 
foregoing tables and eſtimates, that, as the Scottiſh 
fiſheries are the moſt valuable nurſeries for ſeamen, 
ſo is its trade, and its expenditures in England, the 
moſt beneficial to our manufaftures. With ſome 
nations we carry on a loſing trade; from others we 
receive an uncertain balance; and even the tenure by 
which we poſſeſs our diſtant ſettlements, and the mo- 
nopoly which we derive from them, are ſo extremely 
precarious, that it would be political inſanity to build 
our future proſpects upon ſuch ſpeculative ſources. 
Whereas, the benefits which flow from the northern 
part of the iſland are progreſſive and permanent; and, 
could we reconcile our minds to the idea of relinquiſh- 
ing a comparatively ſmall portion of revenue, the in- 
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ux of ſpecie from that country would be ſuſficient for 
the important purpoſes of * feeding the circulation 
of the kingdom,” and of a growing national wealth, 

admitting the balance with other countries to be upon 
an equality. 

The income or wealth of Scotland, whether arifing 
from rural improvements, the induſtry, and tempe- 
rance of the people, or its commercial balances from 
foreign countries, center, and ever will center, with 
England. The gentry of the former kingdom have 
moſtly trebled their rents ſince the year 750, yet they 
are not wealthier than their forefathers. On the con- 
trary, the increaſe of income, though incredibly rapid, 
hath not, amongſt the generality of families, gorre- 
ſponded with their taſte for the elegancies, and the Jux- 
uries of a more opulent people, inſomuch, that eſtates 
are conſtantly upon ſale, the old families gradually diſ- 
appear, and the landed property falls into new hands, 
eſpecially in the neighbourhood of Glaſgow, and other 
trading towns. This is the natural courſe of things 
with thoſe orders of men, Their rents are either 
ſpent by themſelves in England, or carried thither 
circuitoully ; nor will it ever be otherwiſe with the 
gentry of Scotland, while London continues to be a 
univerſal ſtorchouſe of whatever is pleaſing to the 
eye and the ſenſes; the centre of amuſements, af- 
fording ireſiſtible allurements for diſſipating, in a fa- 
ſhionable ſtyle, the produce of their eſtates, and ſome- 
times more. 


The inferior orders, as hath been obſerved, are. 


equally emulous of Engliſh finery, a ſpecies of pride, 
which, while it ſtimulates induſtry in one kingdom, 
promotes manufactures in the other. Thus the foi- 


bles of the higher, and the virtues of the lower 


claſſes of people in Scotland, become ſubſervient to 
the opulence and proſperity of England, in a very 
conſiderable degree. Every man, who, through un: 
remitting labour, gains the ſmall pittance of ſeven 
ſhillings weekly, becomes a cuſtomer to the wealthy 


Engliſh farmer, clothier, or draper, beſides bring- 
g 4 ing 
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a 
ing forward a generation of new cuſtomers, by means 
of the excellent principles which he inſtills, and the 
example which he ſets before them. 
We may therefore conſider the trade of Scotland 
as our principal marr, and the landed property of that 
Kingdom as au inexhaultible mine; from which chan- 
nels flow a permanent inftux of ſpecie, with this 
peculiar circumſtance in favour of thole ſources, that 
thev require no fleets and armies, no waſte of lives, 
and of millions, to defend. From that country, there- 
fore, we derive every poſſible benefit, negative and 
poſiiive; and which, with the judicious appropria— 
tion of a ſuitable fund, will accumulate beyond con— 
ception; for it is to be remembered, that a very 
copſiderable part of the country is in a ſtare of na- 
ture; that other diſtriéts admit of further improve 
ment; and tzat the manufactures and commerce of the 
| kingdom are moſtly limited to the three navigable 
[ n vers, and a portion of the caſtern coaſt only. When 
| a ſyirit of trade and improvements becomes more uni- 
verſal, pervading every ſhore, and every valley of 
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ö the nation; and when the metropolis ſhall attract 
Ul a more numerous refort of wealthy ſtrangers, the 
| conſequences will be proportionably grear. | 
| The good effects of vigorous m \eaſures, ſupported 
1 by aid of government, are boundleſs; of which the 


| preſent century affords ſome ſtriking inſtances. 
il Ruflia, from an immenſe deſart, inhabited by Barba- 
| rians, and only Known by name to the ſouthern ſtates 
of Europe, hath become inſtantaneouſly the feat of 


| 

| arts, ſcience, and literature; a general emporium of 
| European and Afatic commerce; and bids fair in ano— 
l ther century to equal, it not eclipſe, the molt cele- 
ll brated empires of the vr orld. | 
| The progrets of the Britiſh American kites; un- 
[ der the direction of their reſpective affemblies, aſſiſted 
if 


liberally by the mother country, hath no parallel in 
the annals of antient or modern nations. 


The preſent ſtate of Ireland, a country nearly 
ſimilar to Scotland in dimenſions, local fituation, cli- 


= mate, 


(Hui) 

mate, and natural produce, requires on that account 
2 more circumſtantial detail. That kingdom had been 
an expenſive burden to England, from the time when 
it became ſubject to the latter nation in the reign of 
Henry II. to that of Queen Elizabeth, including a 
period of 385 years. 


« In'1573, the money which the queen had ſent 


to Ireland, ſince her acceſſion to the throne anno 


1558, being computed, came to 490,779]. whereas 


the whole produce of the revenue of Ireland, during 


al! that time, amounted but to 120, oool.“ being 
$000]. per annum. 

« In 1641, part of the walls of Dublin fell down, 
which lay unrepaired for want of money until the 


Lords Juſtices ſent the citizens 40]. to advance that 


ſervice. In 1644, the citizens of Dublin were num- 
bered, and found to be 5551 Proteſtants, and 2608 


Papiſts, in all 8159.“ Corke and Waterford were 


ſtill leſs conſiderable ;z and it is beyond a doubt that 
the ports of Leith, St. Andrews, or Dundee, in 
Scotland, then carried on, and had for many ages, 


more foreign commerce. than -the whole kingdom of 


Ireland. 


Towards the commencement of the preſent century, 
the parliament of Ireland began to direct its atten- 
tion to national improvements, and with ſuch perſe- 
verance and ſucceſs, that the public revenue, which 


in Queen Elizabeth's reign produced only 8000l. an- 
nually, amounts at preſent to 1,000,000]. though the 
exciſes, taxes, and duties, are ſo light as ſcarcely to 
be felt by the inhabitants. 

Of this revenue the parliament allots a conſiderable 
moiety towards encouraging agriculture, induſtry, and 
manufactures, as appears by the Journals of that truly 
patriotic ſenate. By means of theſe ſupplies, and the 
Judicious application of them, Ireland may, at this 


time, be conſidered both as a manufacturing, and a 


commercial country; and, promiſes to become, ſoon, 
a conſiderable emporium. The. increaſe and ſplendour 
of Dublin correſpond with the growing wealth of the 


nation. 
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nation. That metropolis contains too, ooo inhabitants, 
it is ten miles in circumference, and its new ſtreets 
are commodious, and ſingularly elegant. The public 
buildings have a ſolidity and magnificence ſcarcely in- 
ferior to the ſtructures of antiquity ; and it is the pe- 


cCuliar felicity of Ireland, that every corner of the 


kingdom proclaims the magnificent talte of its ſe- 
Dat e. 


If ſuch hath been the rapid tranfition from igno- 


rance, floth, and extreme penury ; to opulence, ſplen- 


dour, and national importance, in leſs than go years, 
what may not be expected from a civiliged, induſtrious 
people, were they equally ſupported by adequate 
funds operating in every department, and amongſt all 


denominations, from the fiſherman and aged ſpinſter, 


to the countmg-houſe of exports and imports ? The 
education, ſober manners, and domeſtic turn of thoſe 


people, qualify them, moſt eminently, for meeting go- 


yernment half way in every beneficial meaſure, and 
no period fince the Union required more vigorous 
efforts, on both ſides. 

The loſs of the exclufive trade of America, the 
impediments to commerce and the fiſheries, in conſe- 
quence of a ſeven years war, have checked the progreſs 
of the weſtern parts, and reduced many families from 

affluent circumſtances to the verge of bankruptcy, 
The almoſt inſurmountable difficulties of the working 
people, in conſequence of frequent bad ſeaſons, and 
the ſucceſſive high prices of grain, attended at 


the ſame time with accumulating exciſes and taxes 
upon trade, and the neceſſaries of life, have filled 


the whole kingdom with murmurs, and ſeem to 


threaten a decreaſe of the linen manufacture, hitherto 


the national ſtaple, and, which alſo ſerves, in their 
traffic with England, as a ſubſtitute for ſpecie, that 
article being drained from the nation by other chan- 


nels. The general decay of the fiſheries on the eaſtern 


ſhores, and the very injudicious impediments to that 
important branch throughout the whole kingdom, as 
chumez 
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enumerated in the ſubſequent detail, are objects alſo 
of the moſt ſerious concern. 


1 


Equally alarming is the late decreaſe of exports, 


to foreign countries, and the conſequent increaſe of 


an unfavourable balance, of which the following is 
an authentic ſtatement: 


% 


In 1770, the balance in favour of Scot- 
; 24 had arrived at FL $14,556 
1780, it fell to A: — 99 315 
1781, it was againſt Scotland — 34.761 
178a, it roſe to — 155,313 


And it ought to be obſerved, that, whether che 


commercial balance be in favour or againſt that king- 


dom, there is, and ever muſt be, a drain of ſpecie 
for grain, amounting to more than 200, ooↄl. annu— 


ally, upon an average of years; which, with the ba- 


lance to England, and the remittances of rents as 
already ſtated, forms an aggregate far beyond the 
unaſſiſted exertions of Scotland to ſupport for a per- 
manency of time. The conſequences of a loſing trade 
with foreign nations will be a proportionate decreaſe 
of imports from England, and of the balance in favour 
of that kingdom. Of the exports from Glaſgow pre- 
yious to the American war, three-fourths were of 
Engliſh produce or manufacture. The exports of 
that city being now reduced, the commiſſions to Eng- 
land are proportionably abridged. 

Upon the whole, the intereſt of Scotland is in 
every poſſible reſpect the intereſt of England. Both 
kingdoms are inſeparably united by nature, and the 
will riſe or fall together. All local diſtinctions ought 
therefore to ceaſe, and all perſons who endeavour to 
ſow, or keep up a flame of diſcord, ſhould be conſi- 
dered as enemies to their country, by deſtroying that 


harmony which conſtitutes our ſtrength, ſecurity, and 
reciprocal benefit. 


1 


Such is the relative ſituation, natural and political, 
of both countries, and ſuch their dependence upon 
each other. After, therefore, contemplacing the ſubject 


in very: paint of view; the diſtrefles under which 
Scots 


E 

Scotland labours from ſoil and climate, its great diſ- 
tance from the ſeat of government, its having no in- 
vigorating national aſembly within itſelf, no ade- 
quate funds for the gicat purpoſes of general im- 
provements; in conſideration alſo of the loſs of Ame- 
rica, the drain of ſpecie by the nobility and gentry, 
and other objects as ſtated in theſe pages; the moſt 
efficacious means of ſupporting that country, and of 
promoting the general. proſperity of Great Britain, 
would, I humbly conceive, be to aboliſh all taxes, 
duties, and exciſes 1n_Scorland, the land-rax ex- 
cepted; and, initead thereof, to ſubſtitute ſuch duties 
only, as mall ſeem neceſſary for the regulation of trade 
and commerce between both kingdoms z the produce 
of which duties, together with the land tax, to be veſted 
in the board of truſtees at Edinburgh, and to be by 
them applied, unalienably, to the improvement of 
Scotland, the encouragement of the fiſheries, manu- 
factures, and other ſafutary purpoſes, as ſhall from 
time to time appear conducive to the proſperity of the 
kingdom, and the happineſs of the people. 

And it is further ſubmitted to conſideration, whe- 
ther the board of truſtees, conſiſting, at preſent of 21 
members only, ſhould not be eſtabliſhed upon a wider 
bafis, and to include, for the time being, the whole 
body of the nubility of Scotland, the lords of ſeſſion, 
barons of exchequer, . the crown lawyers, and the 
minilters, profeſſors, and magiſtrates of Edinburgh. 
In order {till further to combine the natiohal force in 
one reſpectable eſtabliſhment, it is ſubmitted to con- 
ſideration, whether it would not be proper to conſo- 
lidate this board and the convention of the royal 
boroughs, the whole conſtituting a Commercial Parlia- 
ment, or College of Commerce, entruſted with ſuch 
powers as government ſhall deem expedient. 

An laſtitution thus compoſed of perſons of the 
firſt eminence, would reſtore public ſpirir among the 
higher orders, call forth the exertion of mental powers, 
encourage general induſtry, revive the drooping os 
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and gladden every heart. Each individual would 
find employment, and comfortable ſubſiſtence for his 
family; tumults, murmurings, and emigration, would 
ceaſe or abate; gratitude to majeſty, and an enlight- 
ened government, would pervade the kingdom, and 
the moſt diſtant iſlands. 

Were further arguments neceſſary to enforce the 
expediency of theſe propoſitions, it might be obſerved, 


that the revenue of Scotland, though burthenſome 


to the people, is comparatively ſo very inconſidera- 
ble to that of England, that, were the pen drawn 
through every item of it, the deficiency in the eſti- 
mate of ways and means would ſcarcely be obſervable; 
while the advantages, which would flow into England 
by the various channels which have bcen enumerated, 
would exceed credibility, Such was the main argu- 
ment of the American colonies ſo late as the year 1776. 

They contended that the magnitude of their imports 
from the mother country included within it a pro- 
ductive revenue, and a profitable commerce, centering 
in Great Britain. The fame reaſoning is applicable 


to Scotland. Exempt us, ſay they, from reſtraints on 


trade, from vexatious exciſes on our infant manu- 
factures and the neceſſaties of life, from the expen- 
ſive burden of revenue officers,” and you will gain 
a hundred-fold, by means of the profits of our in- 
duſtry, which will ultimately circulate in your. manu— 
facturing towns, and by the revenue upon your goods 
which we conſume. But, ſhould we, after thus con- 
tributing to your opulence and ſplendour, be deprived 
of every fourth candle, every fourth pound of toap, 
and buſhel of coals, we ſhall neither be able to weave 
nor bleach ; our aged parents will languiſh through 
cold or. famine ; ; and the young men who promiſed to 
become beneficial cuſtomers will ly, indignantly, be- 
yond the ſeas, and thus be loſt to their families, to 


their country, and to you. 


Conſider, we beſeech you, whether a people labour- 


ing under every poſſible difadranrage, natural and pelt- 
rical, of whom two-thirds live, os r ther exiit, upon 
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meal, 
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conſiderably ſince 1775 ; and ſome writers unacquaint- 


Ixii | TT: 
meal, vegetables, and butter-milk, be proper object: 
whereon to lay, with the fame indifcriminate hand, the 
burdens of your ruinous wars, in which they had no 
concern, and from which they could derive no advan- 
tage. Conſider whether a bleak, narrow country, com- 
poſed in general of rock, heath, and ſand ; whoſe com- 
mercial balance of late with foreign nations, and at all 
times with you, hath been unfavourable, can ever 
produce an efficient. revenue, | $ 8 

So completely drained is that kingdom of its ſpecie 


by England, that though at the time of the union 


the circulation amounted to nearly 1, ooo, oool. ſter- 


ling, the whole currency of the kingdom hath not 


for many years exceeded 200, oool. and even that 
trifling ſum is purchaſed in England for the purpoſe 


of ſupporting the circulation of the Scottiſh banks, at 


an expence of 4oool. per annum; nor can it be other- 
wiſe in a country where London bills often ſell at a 
premium of two per cent. | 
Upon the re-coinage ſome years ago, the ſpecie of 
Great Britain and Ireland was found to be nearly as 
follows, viz: 


In England — C. 17,000,000 
- Arclang- — 3,000,000 
Scotland _ — 200,000 


— 


185 | 20, 2co, ooo 
And fo unproductive is the revenue of that coun- 
try, that the exciſes upon an average of 3 years, end- 


ing in 1773, raiſed only — Le 957229 


The cuſtoms in ditto — — 68,369 


Neat amount, (excluſive of the land- tax) 163,598 


in the collecting of which, the people 
were burdened with an expence of 43,254 
Thus the country pays above one-fourth more than 


is received at the exchequer, and it is certain that 


many of the taxes ſcarcely defray the expence in col- 
lecting them. The exciſes have, however, increaſed 
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Chi) 
ed with the abilities of the country, or inattentive to 
the fallacious cauſes of that increaſe, exult on the 
imaginary flouriſhing ſtate of the kingdom, and the 
progreſſive revenue which may be expected to flow 
therefrom. 

That this increaſe is derived from impolitic ſources, 
every reader will readily allow, when informed, that 
it ariſes chiefly from additional duties on ſalt, ſoap, 
printed cloths, and other articles highly prejudicial to 
fiſheries and manufactures ; alſo from diſtilleries, tho” 
the kingdom depends upon other nations for daily 
ſupport in meal and grain. 

Moſt certain it is that nature hath put a negative 
againſt productive revenue, and extenſive agricul- 
ture in that kingdom; enduing it, however, by means 
of other channels, with the ſources of employ, and 
active buſincſs. Were government, therefore, to 
follow this unerring guide, to co-operate with it in the 
great lines of political adminiſtration, and to conſider 
Scotland, not as an object of revenue, but of trade, 
the following eſtimates will ſhow the prodigious ad- 
vantages that would flow to England from the propo- 
ſitions before ſtated. 

Admitting 2co, oool. annually to be the utmoſt ex- 
tent of neat revenue in Scotland, and alſo the given 
ſum for its improvement, the progreſſive increaſe of 
population, naval ſtrength, imports from England, 
and the influx of ſpecie to that kingdom, would, we 
conjecture from the above-mentioned circumſtances, 


be found at the end of fifty years as follows: 
We ſhall ſtate 


the population 1,300,000 zandin 1824at 3, o, o 
in 1784 at 

The men em- 

ployed in the 


fiſheries in the T 2 r do. o co 


beſt years 


The 


(bir ) 


England as they 

ſtood before the 

American war, | 

nearly 
Rents, &c. ſpent 

in England by C. 600,000 do, 1,000,000 

Scotſmen 

Whereas 10,000,000]. the amount of the above 
ſtated 200,000. annually, for a period of fifty years, 
would be exhauſted in fix months, it expended, agree- 
ably to the old ſyſtem, in deſtructive war. Such w rould 
be the oppoſite effects in the operation of the fame ſpe- 
cific ſum, circulating within our own iſland, upon the 
arts of peace; or laviſhed amongſt diſtant regions, in 
he proſecution of imaginary glory, external dominion, 
and fallacious channels of commercial monopoly. 
Unhappily, the preſent fituation of government, 

and its forlorn hope, the broken reed of the Ganges, 
afford no flattering proſpect that any arguments tend- 
ing to the abridgment of the national finances will 
produce the deſired effect. The deduction of facts re- 
lated in theſe pages, the ſtatement of poſitive griev- 
ances, and the expediency of redreſſing them, may, 


The imports from 


(. 2,000,000 do. 4, ooo, ooo 


however, attract ſome notice, and diſpoſe our rulers 
to look favourably towards a people whoſe life is one 


continued ſtruggle, and whoſe patience is nearly ex- 


hauſted. 


Suppoſing, therefore, that government ſhould not 


be diſpoſed 10 delegate the internal affairs of Scot- 


land in the manner now ſuggeſted ; but defirous, at 
the ſame time, to give every poſſible relief conſiſtent 


with the abilities of the ſtate ; in that caſe, a gene- 


ral reviſal of the civil policy of the kingdom, though 


leſs efficacious than, the former propoſal, would be 


productive of eſſential benefits to every claſs of peo- 

ple. . ö 
For this purpoſe a committee of enquiry might be 
appointed, to take into conſideration the ſtate of the 
kingdom, beginning with thoſe objects which require 
Y im- 
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immediate attention, as the fiſheries, and inland na- 
vigation; the linen manufacture in all its branches; 
the unproductive exciſes or duties, which it would be 
expedient to aboliſh; the regulation of taxes partially 
impoſed on that part of the united kingdom * ; the 
oppreſſive - duties on coals , and vexatious fees, or 
cuſtom-houſe dues, on ſmall craft navigating the 
Firths. 

It would require a whole volume to enumerate, 
bring forward, and explain the various objects which 
await the attention of a committee thus appointed; 
and, as public ſpirit begins to revive amongſt the re- 
preſentati ves of North Britain, we entertain a hope 


that this ſeaſon of peace will be appropriated to theſe 


great purpoſes; we are the more confident in theſe 
expectations, from the, conſideration that the age is 
more enlightened reſpecting the relative operations 
and effects of commerce. Writers of the firſt abilities 
have lately exploded that contracted ſyſtem which 
impoveriſhed the diſtant branches to aggrandize and 


enrich the centre: and, if we may judge from the 


adventitious propoſitions made to the American colo- 
nies by the earl of Carlifle, and the conceſſions made 


to Ireland; it would ſeem, that government hath 


* 6& The carriages in common uſe, ſays Dr. Je hnſon, are ſmall 
carts, drawn by one little horſe, and a man ſeems to derive ſome 
degree of dignity and importance from the reputation of poſſeſſing 
a two-horſe-cart ;** but ſo unequal are ſome taxes levied, that theſe 
{mall carts, whoſe loading do not probably amount to that of two 
wheel-barrows, are ſubject to the ſame duty as carts in England 
which contain fix times the quantity. 

+ A portion of Scotland lying upon the Solway Firth, produces 
neither turf, coal, nor limeſtone. The two laſt articles are conſe- 
quently brought by an expenfive ſea carriage from Cumberland; 
and, though coals are unavoidably neceſſary for the purpoſes of 


agriculture, and domeſtic uſe in that cold climate, a duty is 


levied upon the coals, when landed, of fix ſhillings per chaldron. 
The miſerable Highlanders, and the whole northern parts of the 
kingdom, are alſo ſadd!ed with theſe impolitic burdens as menti= 
oned in the following pages, ſo that in fact the people are ſtarved in 
a double ſenſe; and improvements thereby fruſtrated, where they 
ought to be vigorouſly encouraged. Theſe, and ſimilur ioſtances 
which chuld be given, will ſerve to enforce the expediency of a 
parliamentary enquiry and redreſs. 


e happily 


( 


happily adopted hn ſame generous ſentiments. A 
conſcientious regard to the common rights of mankind 


| knows no, diſtinction of country, or local ſituation. 
Neither is it politic. From favours partially con- 


ferred, or burdens injudiciouſly impoſed, ariſe com- 


motions, revolt, and civil war; while an equal dif- 


fuſſon of benefits, protection, or redreſs, ſuited to caſes 
and circumſtances, is government founded on the ſure 
baſis of philoſophy, and political wiſdom; principles 
inſeparably connected, by the Ruler of the univerſe, 
for the benevolent purpoſe of uniting all the various 
8 of empire in one common intereſt. 

The half: ſtarved Highlander, inured to the incle- 
ment ſeaſons and barren heaths of the 58th degree, is 
an improper object of taxation; but he ſupplies his 
country, and its ſugar iſlands, with fiſh ; rakes upon 


him the oils of war, refreſhes himſelt after the fa- 


tigues of the day, upon a bed of fnow; and is al- 
ways prepared to renew the march, or the attack, 
with new. vigour. While, ow the other hand, the | 
opulent citizen of the 5 iſt As: is onqualified for 
ſuch exerciſes; but he contributes liberally to the re- 
venne, ſupplies the ways and means, ſupports the 


credit of the ſtate, and the honour of the nation. 


Thus every denomination of ſubjects furniſh their 
quota to the general ſtock of commerce, revenue, 


ſtrength, or defence, and have an equal claim to the 


notice of government. 

Having thus attempted to ſtate the relative ſitua- 
tion of the various branches which compoſe the Bri- 
tiſh empire in general, and the two Britiſh kingdoms 
in particular, with a view to that ſyſtem of policy 
which ſeems to be the -moſt equitable, and moſt con- 
ducive to the benefit and ſecurity of the whole; J 
ſhall cloſe this part of the ſubje& in the words of 
certain writers, whoſe diſtinguiſhed reputation, una- 
nimity of ſentiment, and thorough knowledge of the 
true intereſt of their country, will eſtabliſh the po- 
tions Which 1 have been endeavaurting to enforce. 
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Mr. Arthur Yeung. © Had the millions, and tens of 
millions, which have been expended on the original 
ſettlement and ſubſequent protection of the colonies, 
been laid out on the melioration of England, this 
kingdom would have had at prefent double rhe quan- 


tity of cultivated lands, and double the number of 


uſeful inhabitants.” 

Dean Tucker. * Suffice it to obſerve, that the wars 
of Europe tor theſe 200 years laſt paſt, by the confeſ- 
ſion of all parties, have really ended in the advantage 
of none, but to the manifeſt detriment of them all : 
ſuffice it further to remark, that had each of the con- 
trending powers employed their ſubjects in cultivating 
and improving ſuch lands as were clear of all diſputed 
titles, inſtead of aiming at more extended poſſeſſions, 
they had conſulted both their own and their people's 
greatneſs, much more efficacioufly then all the vie- 
tories of a Cæſar, or an Alexander.” 

The Dean, after enumerating the true principles 
and real cauſes of our increaſe of trade ſince the Re- 
volution, proceeds thus: “ Now all theſe things co- 
operating together would render any country rich 
and flouriſhing, whether it had colonies or not : and 
this country in particular would have found the happy 


effects of them to a much greater degree than it now - 


doth, were they not counter- acted by our luxury, our 


gambliag, our frequent ruinous and expenſive wats, 


our colony-drains, and by that ill-gotten, and ill-ftpent 
wealth, which was obtained-by robbing, plundering, 


and ſtarving the poor defenceleſs natives of the Eaſt- 
Indies, —A ſpecies of villainy this, for which the 


Engliſh language had not a name, till it adopted the 
word nabobing.” 

Lord Sheffield.“ Picheries, coaſting trade, and nor- 
chern voyages, produce hardy and intrepid ſcamen; 
African aud Indian voyages deſtroy many, and debi- 
litate more, 

et ſhould never be the policy of England to give 
2 particular encouragement to ſedentaty fitherics; at 

8 2 the 


(lei) 


the diſt ance of 3000 miles, as they interfere ſo much 
with the fiſheries carried on from the coaſts of Great 
P it in and Ireland. 

* The fiſh from New-England and the country ad. 
jacent cannot be put in competition with the herrings 
ſent in great quantities from Scotland and Ireland; 

nor ſhould any regulation be made likely to affect this 
nurſery for ſcamen, which May be greatly increaſed 

with proper attention. 

ef any thing like policy is ruiarred in this nation, 
We ſh Il have ſhip-building in every port and creek of 
Britaio and Ireland, by the encouragement which we 
ought 10 vive every fiſhery, and to every art con- 
nected with navigation. | 
Nothing can be more impolitic, at leaſt in a com- 

- mercial na-ion, than a fondneſs for foreign dominions, 
and a propenſity to encourage diſtant colonization, 
rather than to promote domeſtic induſtry and popula- 
tion at home. The internal trade of Great Britain 
is much greater than its external commerce. The beſt 
cuſtomers of the manufaQurers of Britain are the 
people of Britain. | 

Europe has been long wild and clic in 
looking towards America for every thing; ; fortunately 
for-France, ſhe failed there, but in her-purſuits loſt 
more glory than ſhe had attained elſewhere during; a 

century. Spain has been impoveriſhed, and is much 
reduced below what ſhe was before'ſhe ſuffered from 

her American deluſions. England: ſurvives z' and it 
is to be hoped will ſurvive her. American misfortunes ; : 
that ſhe will learn wiſdom from what has happened; 
and that ſhe will no longer ſquander her riches heed- 
leſsly at a diſtance, and out of her reach. Britain 
may have the good fortune to ſee her fiſheries ſurpaſs 
thole of the reſt of the world, and to raiſe five ſea- 
men of the belt and hardieſt kind for one ſhe does 
F 

The Biſhop 1 Landaff having, in his 3 before 
the Rente of Lords, put the moſt favourable con- 
1 2 >; ä ſtruction 


\ 
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ſtruction upon the preſent ſtate of public affairs, fums 


up the whole, in the following muſical language. 


« But great and happy as we are, there is much 


room left for thoſe whom it may concern to make the 
attempt of rendering us greater and happier : and 
we ſincerely pray to God that all parties may be diſ- 
'Poſed to do this, not by ſacrificing public confidence 


to private animoſity ; the ſtability of government, to 
ſelfiſh or ambitious ſtruggles for power; not by in- 
dulging a proud propenſity to embrace the firſt fa- 
vourable opportunity of regaining our glory, as it is 
called, by the renewal of war; not by proſecuting 
unjuſt views of commercial monopoly, or territorial 
conqueſt, in diſtant countries *; but by taking the moſt 


-prudent meaſures at home, to heal our diviſions, and 


amend our morals ; for the ſtrength, foreign and do- 


meſtic, of every nation upon earth, muſt ultimately, 


under 


* 6 I wiſh,” ſays the Biſhop, © I could conſider our acquiſitions 
in Aſia as compenſating our loſſes in America; but they have been 


obtained, I fear, by unjuſt force, and on that account I cannot 
think that they will be uſeful to us. It requires little political ſa- 


gacity to fotetell, that the natives will pay their tribute with reluc- 


"tance; that it will be expended in the maintenance of the ſtanding 
army by which it muſt be collected; that our enemies in Europe, 


jealous of the reſources which we ſhall ſtand a chance of 8 
from Aſia, will endeavour to counteract all our projects of intere 
and ambition, and to make that country another America to this 


nation.“ | 


The Eaſt India Company hath ever been obnoxious to the king- 
dom, inſomuch, that in the reign of King William, petitions were 


preſented from various parts of the country for its diſſolution, Even 


the Houſe of Commons addreſſed the King to the ſame purpoſe ; 


but, fays a hiſtorian of that period, thoſe who had been the moſt 


warm in detecting abuſes ſuddenly cooled; and the proſecution of 
the affair began to languiſn.“ 


The abuſes of the company's ſervants in latter times are well 
known, but ſtill it is contended, _ | 


1. ** That the India trade is a valuable nurſery for ſeamen”. —To 


this propoſiticn it hath already been obſerved that theſe very diſtant 
and fultry voyages are the deſtroyers of that claſs of men. 


- 2, Ihe trade to India is the grand channel of Engliſh commerce, 
and will enrich the kingdom by the magnitude of its exports and 
imports“.— The exports to India, till we became poſſeſſed of the ter- 
ritorial revenue of that country, conſiſted chiefly of ſpecie for the 
purpoſe of completing the inreſtments or cargoes ſent from thence 
o England, |} + 2 AN ens 
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under God, depend on the union, and on the num- 
ber of its inhabitants, and its happineſs on their 
VIRTUE.” 


The following periodical ſtatements of the value of goods ex- 
ported chither ſince the commencement of the preſent century, com- 
pared with our exports to Hol'and, Germany, and Spain, are ex- 
tracte from Sir Charles Whitworth's Commeicial Tables; viz. we 
exported in 
| T India, Holland, Germany. Spain, 

1700 _ I2i,bg7 _1,7656,95s 629,997 610, 212 
1710 126 310 2,071,306 975,803 215,935 
1720 83,811 1.916,12 760, 224 499.324 
1730 135 484 1,766 526 1,092,499 777,949 
1740 281.751 1.754 204 1,091 061 101,635 
1750 508,654 2,204 09g 1,255,872 1,783,075 
1760 1 161,670 1 784,442 1,544,016 1,048,222 
1773 845,707 1,873.860 1, 337,882 839,72 

The exp rte to P-1tugal uted formerly to treble thoſe to India; and 
Flarders hath of late equalled, if not exceeded, the whole Eaſtern 
commerce. Thus our intercourie with ſeveral kingdoms of Europe 
is incomparably ſuperior to that of India, and without any expence 
to goverment, : a | 

3. he Eaſt India trade produces a conſiderable revenue, and 
is conſequently a great ſupport; to the ſtate.— This is the c arm 
Which hath lang influenced the Brit:th councils, and from which we 
may trace partly th. ditmemberment of our <mpire, and the preſent 
embarraſſed ſiuation of the kingdom, It is well known taat the 
car,,oes of tea tent 15 Ameri. a with a view to ſerve the India Com- 
Pai'y, and clog:.ed with a duty of three prnce per pound, renewed 
thoie commotions which terminated in tlie lots of that empire. For 
this a ſo, we permit the Company to pour inte thelc kingdoms 
whole cargoes of muſlins, cailici.es, dimines, ſhawls, nankeen, china 
ware, ard other Alia'ic manutaCtures, to the great injury of our 
merchants and radere, and by which 200,000 working people are 
deprived of their natural right, It hach alſo been alledged by many, 
thai he heavy exciſes laid time after time, upon Britiſh printed 
cottons and linens. originare in Leaden-hall ſtreet. 

Aimiting this to be a groundleſs ſurmiſe, ir is, however, beyond a 
doubt, that our Oriental conuections have, in a general view, proved 
extremely prejucictal to the honour ang intereft of this nation. And 
it wo id ſeem, that the only means whereby that country may be 
rendered rally and permanently ſerviceable to government and the 
community, would be to regulate its coimmeirce-by a general probibi- 
tio, of all tiuff. and cortons at whatever denomina ion, thoſe tot re- 
exportation excepred, Thee, with the raw materials. and other 
articles, the na ural produce of Alla, as ſilk, ſalp-tre, ſpices. drugs, 
tea, and diamonds, would ftili enatiie the Company to carry on 
a r: (pc ible, ſure, and profi able trade and to teſtore theilt credit 
and their honour, Without prejudice io India, or their native, 
FounUys:.; 45 4 0 A 
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Diviſions and Face of the Country. 


COTLAND admits of two grand diviſions, the 
8 Lowlands and the Highlands. 

The firſt diviſion comprehends the countries ſouth- 
ward of the Forth, with the eaſtern coaſt, as far 
north as Inverneſs. In this diviſion the language, 
manners and dreſs of the people are nearly the ſame 
as in England. This is alſo the moſt fertile and im- 
proved part of the kingdom, wherein are ſituated 
the towns of any note; the ſeats of manufaQures, 
commerce and navigation. 

The ſecond. diviion comprehends the weſt fide of 


the kingdom, from Cantire to the Pentland Firth, with 


the Hebride Ifles; alſo the interior parts of Scotland, 
from the Firth of Clyde, Loch Lomond and Loch 
Tay northward ; and here the people ſpeak the Erſe 
or Gaulie language, dreſs in the antient Romin man- 
ner, and have, till of late years, lived almoſt in a ſtate 
of nature. | 

The face of the country, in this diviſion, exhibits 


one great maſs of rugged mountains, appearing in all 
n. of SY covered on the ſides with heath 
be B or 
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under God, depend on the union, and on the num- 
ber of its inhabitants, and its happineſs on their 


IIR TUR. 


The following periodical ſtatements of the value of goods ex- 
ported thither ſince the commencement of the preſent century, com- 
pared with our exports to Holland, Germany, and Spain, are ex- 


tracte f om Sir Charles Whitworth's Commeicial Tabies,; viz. we 


exported in 

T. India, Holland. Germany. Spain. 

1700 12,697 1,765,961 629,997 610, 212 

1710 126 310 2,071,300 975,803 215,935 

17 20 83,811 1.91 6,112 760, 224 499-324 

1730 135 484 1,766 526 1,092,490 777,949 

1740 231,761 1,754 204 1,091 061 101,635 

1750 508,654 2, 204 095 1,255,872 1,783,075 

1700 1 161,670 1 784,442 1,544,016 1,048,222 
1773 845.707 1,873.860. 1, 337,882 $39,072 

Thc exp tts to P-1tugal uſed formerly to treble thoſe to India; and 
Flar ders hath of late equalled, if nor exceeded, the whole Eaſtern 
commerce. Thus o'r 1ntercourie with ſeveral kingdoms of Europe 
is ipcomparabiy ſuperior to thai of India, and without any expence 
to goverment, : 

3. The Faſt India tiade produces a conſiderable revenue, and 
is £onſequently a great iupport to the ſlate,'—This is the c arm 
which hath lang influenced the Brit'ſh ccuncils, and from which we 
may trace parily th diimemberment of or <mpire, and the preient 
embarraſſed fiiuation of the kingdom, It is well known taat the 
cares of tea tent th Ameriia with a view to ſerve th, India Com- 
pa y, and clog..cd with a duty of three prnce per pound, renewed 
ti.oie cor motions which terminated in the lots of that empire. For 
this a ſo, we permit the Company to pour inte thele kingdoms 
whole cargoes of muſlius, cailic.es, dimines, ſhawls, nankeen, china 
ware, ard other Alia ie manutactures, to the great injury of our 
merchants and radere, and by which 200,000 work! g people are 
deprived of their natural right, It hach alſo been aliedged by many, 
thai he heavy exciſrs laid time after time, upon Britth piznted 
coitons and linens. origina'e in Leaden-hall ſtreet. 

Ainiting this to be a groundlets ſurmiſe, it ie, however, beyond a 


dcubt, that our Oriental conucctions have, in a general view, proved 


extreme'y projuuictal to the honour and intereſt of this nagon. And 
it wo id (cem, init the only means whereby that country may be 
renders rally and permanently ſerviceable to government and the 
community, would be to regulate its commence by a general probe 
tio o all fivff. and cottons of whatever denomina ion, thoſe toi re+ 
exportation excepred, 'Theie, wit the raw ma erials, and other 
articles, the na ural produce of Alia, as ſilk, ſalip-tre, ſpices. drugs, 
tea, an diamonds, would ſtil! enable the Company to carry on 
a r {pc&:ble, ſure, and profi able trade and to rettore thei! credit 
any tcir huncur, Without prejudice io India, or their native. 
couuuy. | | A. 


9 


, 0” UW T5 e 


a 
' 
4 
e 
e 
r 
n 
t 
e 
A 


W 


THE HIGHLANDS, &. 


* 


Diviſions and Face of the Country. 


COTLAND admits of two grand diviſions, the 
Lowlands and the Highlands. 

The firſt diviſion comprehends the countries ſouth- 
ward of the Forth, with the eaſtern coaſt, as far 
north as Inverneſs. In this diviſion the language, 
manners and dreſs of the people are nearly the ſame 
as in England. This is alſo the moſt fertile and im- 
proved part of the kingdom, wherein are ſituated 
the towns of any note; the ſeats of manufactures, 
commerce and navigation. | 

The ſecond divinon comprehends the welt fide of 
thekingdom, from Cantire to the Pentland Firth, with 
the Hebride Iſles; alſo the interior parts of Scotland, 
from the Firth of Clyde, Loch Lomond and Loch 
Tay northward ; and here the people ſpeak the Erſe 
or Gaulie language, dreſs in the antient Roman man- 
ner, and have, till of late years, lived almoſt in a ſtate 
of nature. n 

The face of the country, in this diviſion, exhibits 


one great maſs of rugged mountains, appearing in all 
manner of directions, covered on the tides with heath 


or 


3 
or natural woods, and on the ſummits with ever— 
laſting ſhow. Theſe mountains are ſeparated from 
each other by vallies, ſtraths or glens; and, in ſome 
places, by narrow deep chaſms, darkened with tim- 
ber, through which the united tributary ſtreams of 
the ſurrounding mountains roll with great impetuo— 
ſity, till they vent themſelves in ſome inland lake; 
but, more frequently, in the capacious bays formed 
by the Atlantic, on one ſide; or the Britiſh Sea, on 
the other ſide of the iſland. 

The Hebrides, or Weſtern ifles, are about 3oo in 
number, 40 of which are inhabited. In extent, col- 
lectively, they are nearly equal to Wales; they cover 
almoſt the whole weſtern coaſt of Scotland, and con- 
tained, before the late emigration, 48,000 people. 
The language, manners, dreſs and face of the coun- 
try are ſimilar to thoſe of the oppoſite coaſt of the 
continent, but the timber hath been completely ex- 
hauſted. 

The names of the principal iſlands, and the num- 


ber of inhabitants before the late emigration to ed 
rica, 


Lewis, or Long Ifland — — 15000 
Sky — — _ — I 5000 
Ila — —— —— — 7000 
Mull — — — 5000 
Liſmore — — — 1500 
Jura — — — 1200 
The leſſer Iſles — — 3300 


48000 


The Diſtreſſes of the Highlanders.” 


Such being the natural ſtate of the Highlands, the 
only parts capable of agriculture are the vallies or 
glens around the baſes of the mountains; and theſe 
vallies having the ſun for a few hours only, vegeta- 
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tion advances ſlowly, and the harveſts are always late. 
The climate is equally diſcouraging to the purpoſes 
of huſbandry. The ſpring is bleak and picreing; the 
ſummer is cold and ſhort; the autumn, from the be- 
ginning of Auguſt, deluged with rains; the winter 
long and tempeſtuous. During the latter ſeaſon the 
people are cut off from all communication with rae 
Low Countries, by deep beds of ſnow, impaſſable 
torrents, pathleſs mountains and moraſſes on the one 
ſide; by a long and almoſt impracticable navigation 
on the other: 

To theſe accumulated diſcouragements of nature, 
are added the oppreſſions and ill judged policy of 
many proprietors of thoſe ſterile lands, far beyond 
their natural value, were they even in hands more 
capable to improve them. Where both ſoil and cli- 
mate conſpire againſt the railing of grain in any con- 
ſiderable quantity, and where there are no markets, 
poſſibly, within the diſtance of fifty miles, for the ſale 
of corn and the leſſer articles of husbandry, the far- 
mer turns his attention chieſly to the grazing of a few 
cattle and ſheep, as the means whereby he expects to 
pay his rent, and ſupport his family. If, therefore, 
his farm hath been raiſed at the rate of 300 per cent. 


while the price of cattle hath ſcarcely advanced 100, 


this method of improving eſtates, as the proprietors 
term it, furniſhes a high-ſounding rent roll, ex- 
tremely pleaſing to human vanity, but which, being 
founded upon oppreſſion, injuſtice and folly, hath 


hitherto proved fallacious and humiliating, to all thoſe 


who have perſevered in the cruel experiment. 

Upon the whole, the ſituation of theſe people, in- 
habitants of Britain! is ſuch as no language can de- 
ſcribe, nor ſancy conceive. lt, with great labour 


and fatigue *, the farmer raiſes. a ſlender crop of 


* Inſtead of the plough, the farmers generally uſe the ſpade, 
partly through neceſſity, ariſing from the irregularity of che fur- 
face, and partly from antient cuſtom. The rainy ſeaſon com- 


mences about the firſt of Auguſt, and continues, with little inter- 
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oats and barley, the autumnal rains often baffle his 
utmoft efforts, and fruſtrate all his expectations; and 
inſtead of be'ng able to pay an exorbitant rent, he 
ſees his family in danger of periſhing during the en- 
ſuing winter, when he is precluded from any poſſi- 
bility of affiſtance elſewhere. 

Nor are his cattle in a better ſituation : in ſummer 
they pick up a fcanty ſupport amongſt the moraſſes, 
or heathy mountains; but in winter, when the 


grounds are covered with ſlow, and when the naked 
wilds afford neither ſhelter nor ſubſiſtence, the few 


cows, ſmall, lean, and ready to drop down through 
want of paſture, are brought into the hut where the 
family reſides, and frequently fhare with them the 
ſmall ſtock of meal which had been purchaſed, or 
raifed, for the family only ; while the cattle thus ſuſ- 
tained, are bled, occaſionally, to afford nouriſhment 
for the children, after it hath been boiled, or made 
into cakes. 3 
The ſheep, being left upon the open heaths, ſeek 
to ſhelter themſelves from the inclemency of the wea- 


ther amongſt the hoHows upon the lee-fide of the 


mountains; and here they are frequently buried un- 


der the ſnow, for ſeveral weeks together, and in ſe- 


vere ſeaſons during two months or upwards. They 
eat their own and each other's wool, and hold out 
wonderfully under cold. and hunger; but even in 
moderate winters, a conſiderable number are gene- 


rally found dead after the ſnow hath diſappeared, and 


in rigorous ſeaſons few or none are left alive. 


Meanwhile the ſteward, hard prefled by letters 
from Almack's or Newmarket, demands the rent in a 
tone which makes no great allowance for unpropi- 


miſſion, till November. When, therefore, the corn is cut down, 
which is performed by hooks, a number of ſheaves are piled toge- 
ther, and thatched on the top. In the firſt interval from rain, the 
thatch is taken off; and the ſheaves, if dry, are carried to the 
barn. This laborious work is repeated until the whole crop hath 


been thus ſecured, | 


tious 


: : : * "way - — _— 
ea 3 K 2 2 . 22 3 1 
„ t e ie I 


e 


2 * 7 . q 
I by N 0 * * - « 
en 


* 

” 

oo 
% 
s 
» 


0 

> 

1 
= 


+ 
— 
* 
+ 
„ 
3-1 
or 
* 
- 
o 
1 
LH 
128 
4 
3 
\ 
+ L 
ed 
4 
£1 
1 
3 
4 
* 
of; 


Ja, be 
EE Inns 
= Went 


o 


* 


N 
e 


S3 
tious ſeaſons, the death of cattle, and other aceidenta 
misfortunes ; diſguiſing the feelings of his own breaſt 
— his Honour's wants muſt at any rate be ſupplied, 
the bills muſt be duly negotiated. 

Such is the {tate of farming, if it may be ſo called, 
throughout the interior parts of the Highlands; but 
as that country hath an extenſive coaſt, and many 
iſlands, it may be ſuppoſed that the inhabitants of 
thoſe ſhores enjoy all the benefits of their maritime 
fituatiop. This, however, is not the caſe: thoſe gifts 
of nature, which in any other commercial kingdom 
would have been rendered ſubſervient to the moſt 
valuable purpoles, are in Scotland Joſt, or nearly 
ſo, to the poor natives, and the public. The only 
difference therefore, between the inhabitants of the 
interior parts, and thoſe of the more diſtant coaſt, 
conſiſts in this; that the latter, with the labours of 
the field, bare to encounter, alternately, the dangers 
of the occan, and all the fatigues of navigation. 

To the diſtreſſing circumſtances at bome, as ſtated 
above, new difliculties and toils await the devoted 


farmer when abroad. He leaves his family in Octo- 


ber, accompanied by his ſons, brothers, and frequent- 
ly an aged parent, and embarks on board a ſmall 
open boat, in queſt of the herring fiſhery, with no 
other proviſion than oatmeal, potatoes, and freſh wa- 
ter; no other bedding than heath, twiggs or ſtraw, 
the covering, if any, an old tail * Thus provided, 
he ſearches from bay to bay, through turbulent ſeas, 
frequently for ſeveral weeks together, before the 


| ſhoals of herrings are diſcovered +. The glad tid- 


iogs 


*The Highland dreſs, lately reſumed, is extremely u'eful to 
theſe people when on board, as weil as in the field. The plaid 
contains ſundry, yards of worked ſtuff, which the Highlander wraps 
ſeveral times round his body, and lies down amidit ſnow, hoar y 
troſt, rain, or ſalt water, and thus repoſes himſelf. 


* Though the arrival of the herrings be certain, and almoſt to 
a 


v, yet the particular lake, bay or channel to wt.ich they dire ct 
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ings ſerve to vary, but not to diminiſh, his fatigues- 
Unremitting nightly labour (the time when the her- 
rings are taken), pinching cold winds, heavy ſeas, 
uninhabited ſhores covered with ſnow, or deluged 
with raips, contribute towards filling up the meaſure 
of his diſtreſſes; while, to men of ſuch exquiſite feel- 
ings as the Ilighlanders generally poſſeſs, the ſcene 
which awaits him at home does it moſt effectually. 

Having diſpoſed of his capture to the Buſſes, he 


returns in January through a long navigation, fre- 


quently amidſt unceaſing hurricanes, not to a com- 
fortable home and a chearful family, but to a hut 
compoſed of turf, without windows, doors, or chim- 
ney, environed with ſnow, and almoſt hid from the 
eye by its aſtoniſhing depth. Upon entering this ſo- 
litary manſion, he generally fincs a part of his family, 
ſometimes the whole, lying upon heath or ſtraw, lan- 
guiſhing through want, or epidemical diſeaſe; while 
the ſew ſurviving cows, which poſſeſs the other end 
of the cottage, inſtead of furniſhing further ſupplies 
of milk or blood, demand his immediate attention to 


keep them in exiſtence. 


The ſeaſon now approaches when he is again to 
delve and labour the ground, on the ſame flender 
proſpect of a plentiful crop or a dry harveſt. The 
cattle which have ſurvived the famine of the winter, 
are turned out to the mountains; and, having put his 
domeſtic affairs into the belt ſituation which a train 


of accumulated misfortunes admits of, he reſumes 
the oar, either in queſt of the herring, or the white 


fiſhery. If ſucceſsful in the latter, he ſets out in his 


open boat upon a voyage (taking the Hebrides and 


the oppoſite coaſt at a medium diſtance) of 200 
miles, to vend his cargo of dried cod, ling, &c. at 
Greenock or Glaſgow. The produce, which ſeldom 


exceeds twelve or fifteen pounds, is laid out, in con- 


their courſe, remains unknown, until the vaſt flight of Solan geeſe 
and other birds which attend the ſhoals, lead to a diſcovery. 
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junction with his compamons, upon meal, an! fithing 
tackle; and he returns through the ſame ted us na- 
vigation. 


The autumn calls his attention again to the field; 
the uſual round of diſappointment, fatigue and di— 


Ireſs awaits him; thus dragging through a wreichel 
exiſtence, in the hope of ſoon arriving in that coun- 
try where the weary ſhall be at reſt. 

Many other circumſtances might be repreſented in 
this picture of human miſery, of which I ſhall at pre- 
ſcnt mention only two. In time of war, thoſe who 
engage in the fiſheries are liable to be preſſed; while 
others, who travel from the moſt remore parts, with- 
out money or proviſions, to earn 30 or 40 thillings in 
the Low Countries by harveſt work, are often decoy— 
ed into the army, by ſtratagems Which do no credit 
to the humanity of the age. 

Theſe virtuous but friendleſs men, while endea- 
vouring, by every means in their power, to pay their 
rents, to ſupport their wives, their children, their 
aged parents, and in all reipe&s to act the part of 
honeſt, inoffenſive ſubjects, are dragged away they 
know not where to fight the battles of nations who 
are inſenſible of their merits, and to obtain victorics 
of which others are to reap the fruits. 

The aged, the ſick and the helpleſs, look in vain 


for the return of their friends, from the voyage or 


the harveſt. They are heard of no more. Lamen— 
tations, cries and deſpair pervade the village or the 
diſtrict. Thus deprived of their main ſupport, the 
rent unpaid, the cattle fold or ſeized, whole fanilies 
are reduced to the extremity of want, and turned our, 
amidſt all the inclemencies of the winter, to relate 
their piteous rale, and to implore from the wretched, 
but hoſpitable Mountaineers, a little meal or milk, 


to preſerve their infants from periſhing, in their 


arms, 
In this fituation they wander towards the Low- 
lands, happy to find ſhelter at night from the chil- 
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ling winds, driving ſnow, or inceſſant rains, in ſome 
cavern or deſerted cottage; ſtill more happy, if 
chance hath provided their lodging with a little ſtraw 
or hcath, whereon to lay their almoſt lifcleſs infants, 
the conſtant objects of their firſt attention amidſt all 
the calamitous viciſſitudes of life. Such is the hard 
lot of the great body of the people who inhabit a 
fifth part of our iſland. Negle&ed by Government; 
forſaken, or oppreſſed by the gentry; cut off, during 
moſt part of the year, by impaſſable mountains, and 
impracticable navigations, from the ſcenes of com- 
merce, induſtry, and plenty ; living at confiderable 
diſtances from all human aid, without the neceſſaries 
of life, or any of thoſe comforts which might ſoften 
the rigour of their calamities; and depending, moſt 
generally, for the bare means of ſubſiſtence, on the 
precarious appearance of a veſſel freighted with meal 
or potatoes, to which they with eagerneſs reſort, 
though often at the diſtance of fifty miles. Upon 
the whole, the Highlands of Scotland, fome few 
eſtates excepted, are the ſeats of oppreſſion, poverty, 
famine, anguiſh, and wild deſpair, exciting the pity 
of every traveller, while the virtues of the inhabitants 
attract his admiration. 

It is no wonder, therefore, that the reſentments of 
human nature ſhould burſt forth, upon the firſt op- 
portunity, againſt thoſe, who, inſtead of labouring to 
mitigate their diſtreſſes, were daily adding new op- 
preſſions; till having, by thoſe means, deſolated whole 
diſtricts of the country, the deluſion vaniſhed, and 
they found themſelves under the ſhameful neceſlity 
of purchaſing cattle and ſheep to graze the deſerted 
heaths. | * 

This bumiliating circumſtance was facilitated by 
an event which their penetration had not foreſeen. 
The Highlanders, who had ſerved in the American 
war, being, by royal proclamation, entitled to ſettle- 
ments in that extenſive country, were deſirous that 
their kindred and friends ſhould partake of their good 
| * . fortune. 
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fortune. Some tranſmitted their fentiments by let- 
ters; others, returning from thence to pay a farewell 
viſit to their native land, delivered their opinions per- 
ſonally, and all agreed in their encomiums upon the 
new world. They exhorted their countrymen to ex- 
change their barren heaths for rhe boundleſs plains 
of America; they declaimed upon the ſoftneſs of the 
climare, the fertility of the foil, the abundance of 
proviſions, the exemption from“ taxes; the opu- 
lence, eaſe, and luxury of the people. 

Theſe alluring deſcriptions had the deſired eſſect 


upon the imaginations of men naturally warm, and 


* Taxation in America was hitherto fo flight as ſcarcely to be 
felt by the inhabitants; but, atier the ſeparation of thole ſtates tram 
Great Britain, new taxes and duties were introduced, as a prelude 
to others which muſt be levied, to diſcharge the intereſt of public 
debts, defray the expences of the civil, military, and naval eſta- 
bliſhments, and other national purpoſes, to which every ftate, how- 
ever ſmall, is ſubject. | | 

Theſe remarks are inſerted, in this place, chiefly for the infor- 
mation of thofe claſſes of men, who being ignorant of the political 
revolutions which have lately happened in the weſtern world, and 
the heavy burdens which muſt unavoidably be laid upon every in- 


dividual, may ſtill be allured, by ſpecious deſcriptions, to abandon. 


their native land. 


More powerful arguments againſt emigration remain to be men- 


tioned. The foil of thoſe infant ſtates is in general very produc- 
tive; but, it is well known, that the ſudden trauſitions from ex- 
treme heat, to extreme cold; the long fogs, extevlive marſhes, and 
exceſſive rains, produce a train ot diſeaſes very fatal to Briizſh con- 
ſtitutions; beſides the almoſt inceſſant ſtings of Mufketos and 
other inſects, peculiar to America, during the ſummer months. 
The only provinces exempted from taxation, are Canadaand Nova- 


Scotia, which ſtill com pole a part of the Britſh empire, enjoying 


all the benefits of its protection, commerce, laws and conſtitution; 
but thoſe countries are covered with froſt and ſnow trom November 
till April, which oblige the inhabitants to drefs in ſkins and furs, 
and cut aff all communication between Canada and Europe dur- 
ing ſeven months in the year. Whoever, therefore, prefers America 
to the temperate, wholeſome climate of Great Britain, will find 


themſelves greatly diſappointed; and even the Highlands of Scot- 


land may, with a little aſſiſtance, be rendered a more defirable 
place of reſidence to its natives, than any part of the American he- 
miſphere. . 


impatient 
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impatient of injuries. The Highlanders now firſt 
began to look on their native country with contempt, 
and upon their oppreſſors with indignation.—Shall 
we, faid they, remain in theſe miſerable huts, the ob- 
jects of deriſion, without the common neceſſaries of 
life, or the proſpect of better times? No! we will 
depart to the great country beyond the ocean, where 
our labour will be rewarded, and our families com- 
fortably maintained. ; 

Such was the language, and ſuch the diſpoſition of 
the oppreſied, the much-injured Highlanders, whe- 
ther {ituated upon the continent, or amongſt the 
lands. In vain, did the landlords uſe the moſt per- 
ſuaſive arguments, offering terms, which formerly 
would have been gladly accepted. The heroic ex- 
ploits of their anceſtors, the antiquity of the clan, the 
reſpect for the chief, no longer held the people in 
fetters. They began to think, and to act for them- 
felves. Whole groups of men, women and children, 

paſſed in continual : ſucceſſion, to the ſea ports; and 
with fuch determined reſolution, that thoſe who could 
not pay for their paſſage, ſold themſelves to the cap- 
tains who were to tranſport them to the new world; 
and were, by theſe captains, re-ſold upon their arri- 
val at the intended ports. 
The Americans beheld this inundation of Britains 
with aſtoniſhment, mixed with contempt of that go- 
vernment, which thus permitted a continued drain of 
its inhabitants; while the looks, the dejection, the 
poverty and the tattered apparel of theſe unhappy 
wanderers, touched their feelings, and called forth 
the exertions of humanity. They could ſcarcely be- 
lieve, that a people, whoſe valour they had fo re- 
cently extolled, whom Wolfe admired, and whom 
Chatham applauded, ſhould be reduced to the fad 
alternative of periſhing at home, or embarking with 
their families, on a voyage of 3000 miles, upon the 

hope of finding chat relief in a ſtrange land, N 
their 
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their native and highly favoured iſland had denied 
them. 

Thus, what Britain Joſt, America gained; and it 
was not long before thoſe very men became the in- 
voluntary inſtruments of puniſhing the negle& of a 
country, which hath within itſelf the means of ſuſ- 
taining a more numerous population. 

It is difficult to aſcertain what diſtricts have ſuffer- 
ed molt by emigration; but certain it is, that between 


1763 and 1775, above 20,000 people abandoned 


theit habitations, beſides great numbers from the Low- 


lands; and there is reaſon to believe, that in a few 
years more, the whole Highlands would have been 
nearly depopulated, except thoſe diſtricts under the 
paternal care of an Argyle, an Athole, a Breadal- 
bane, and a few other patriotic chiefrains. But while 
the rage of emigration was thus depopulating the 
North, an order of Congreſs ſhut up the ports of 
America, and prohibited, under ſevere penalties, all 
intercourſe with Great Britain. To this ſingular 
event, more than to the foſtering hand of govern- 
ment, 1s owing the detention of thoſe people, whoſe 
calamitous ſituation hath been rhe ſubject of the fore- 
going pages, and whom to retain at home by ſuit- 
able encouragement, will be the ſubje& of what fol- 
lows. 


The Manners of the Highlanders in former Times. 


When a barren country 1s ſuffered to remain in a 
{tare of nature, without arts, manufactures and com- 
merce, the inhabitants, impelled by the irreſiſtible 
demands of hunger, ſeize the cattle and ſometimes 
the corn of the more fertile plains, which they con- 
ſider as lawful prey, without ever reflecting on the 
diſtreſſes which they thereby bring on the injured 
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E 
To ſuch cauſes were owing the frequent irruptions 
of armed Highlanders upon the Low Countries, to 
which they proved a continual terror, notwithſtand- 
ing all the ſpirited efforts of the Scottiſh princes to 
check their predatory inroads. 'Their mountains not 
affording them the means of ſubſiſtence, and being ut- 
terly unacquainted with the arts of civil lite, they part- 
ly lived by plunder and the ſpoils of the unprotected 
frontiers. Having concerted the plan of operatwns, 
they iſſued forth in the night time, ſlept amidſt the 
heaths and rocks through rhe day, and thus reaching 
the ſcene of a&on, while mankind were at reſt, they 
drove off the cattle and ſheep into the defiles and 
labyrinths of the mountains, far beyond the reach of 
purſuit, with any proſpect of ſucceſs, or perſonal 
lafety.  - | | 
Thoſe habits having been handed down from fa- 
ther to ſon, were conſidered as laudable induftry, the 
incumbent duty of the young and the brave, the at- 
chievements of valour, by which lovers recommended 
themſelves to the favour of their miſtreſſes; and ſo 
far were the Highlanders from having any idea of 
criminality in ſuch praQtices, that prayers were made 
to Heaven for ſucceſs to every intended enterprize, 
and for the ſafe return of thoſe who were to embark 
in them. The parent who could not beſtow much 
dowry with his daughter upon her marriage, con- 
ſoled the bridegroom with the produce of the next 
full moon, and thus he portioned off his family &. 


* % The law hath come the length of Roſsſhire, ſaid one 
neighbour by way of news to another; O ho?” replied he, if 
God doth not ſtop it, you will ſoon have it nearer home.” Every 
clan had however laws of their own enacting, to which they paid 
implicit obedience. Theſe laws were few and general, and ſtrongly 
mark the ſimplicity of rude ages. The marches of the barons or 
chiefs, were fixed in the preſence of two or more ſagacious men, 
and two young lads were whipped with thongs, of leather, that they 
might the better remember the tranſaction. Criminals were often 
ſuffered to faſt for ſeveral days, and afterwards killed with a ſur- 
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Such were the manners and modes of life in the 
Highlands, fo late as the year 1748, when the legifla- 
ture wiſely diſſolved the feudal tenures, broke the 
authority of the chieftains over their vaſſals, and 
veſted the produce of the forfeited eſtates in truſtees, 
for the eftabliſhinent of charity ſchools, and civiliz- 
ing the people. The beneficial effects of theſe mea- 
ſures greatly exceeded the expectations of thoſe who 
had propoſed them; inſomuch that, throughout the 
annals of mankind, there is ſcarcely an inſtance of a 
great body of people having been reclaimed ſo ra- 
pidly, from ferocious barbarianiſm to inoffenſive, 
peaceable ſubjects. The tranſition was almoſt in- 
ſtantaneous, and ſtrongly marks the diſcernment and 
good ſenſe of the inhabitants, as well as the pious, 
indefatigable labours of the few clergymen who were 
appointed, upon very flender ſalaries, ro reclaim 
their manners, to ſuperintend their morals, and to en- 
force, by precept and example, obedience to divine 
and human laws. 

Thus far, the legiſlature were entitled to the tribute 
of applauſe; but after having made a ſucceſsful be- 
ginning in the great work of provincial reformation, 
they at once abandoned the Highlanders, civilized 
indeed, but otherwiſe in a more diſtreſsful ſituation 
than while under the immediate controul of their 
chieftains. No villages, magazines, or harbours were 
formed, or manufactures introduced, by which the 

people might be uſefully employed, and a permanent, 
valuable colony eſtabliſned. Succeeding adminiſtra- 
tions have ſeen, and acknowledged, their fidelity and 
importance; but have taken no effectual ſteps to me- 
liorate their diſtreſſes, to reconcile them to their in- 
Hofpicable ſhores, to give protection to the injured, 
bread to the hungry, employment to the induſtrious; 
nor hath the ſmalleſt ray of hope been held out, 
whereby they might expect to ſee better days! On 
the contrary, it ſeems to be a political maxim with 
many perſons, that the Highlands of Scotland are 
| | | ro 
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to be conſidered mere'y as a nurſery for ſoldiers and 


ſeamen ; that the inbabitants, formed admirably by 
nature for the fatigues of the campaign and the 
ocean, are to be employ ed in theſe capacities alone, 
as the occaſions of the ſtate may require; and that, to 
facilitate the buſineſs of recruiting, it is expedient to 
keep them low. But as every plan of policy which 
is founded upon wrong principles, muſt ſooner or 
later defeat its own purpoſes, fo hath government 
feen itſelf nearly deprived of thoſe men who were 
thus devoted to ſtar vation, at home; or to fall by the 
ſword, abroad. Ea 


The CHaradter of the modern Highlanders, and their 


qualifications for the arts 5 civil li Yes as well as 
thoſe of war. 


THE Highlanders have in all ages been renown- 
ed for bravery and fidelity, in the cauſe which they 
eſpouſed : ſtrongly attached to their families, their 
chieftains and country, for whom they braved all - 
dangers, and endured every kind of hardſhips. At 
preſent that barbarous ferocity, which was the off- 
{ſpring of feudal inſtitutions, is completely extinguiſh- 
ed; while their native valour, and military character, 
remain unimpaired. They are intelligent, hoſpitable, 
religious, inoffenſive in their manners, ſubmiſſive to 
ſuperiors, temperate, frugal, grateful, obliging, honeſt 


and faithful. A man may travel in perfect ſecurity 


from one extremity of the Highlands to the other, 
without taking any precaution whatever in defence 
of his perſon or property. Wherever he goes, he 
meets with a civility, modeſty, and hoſpitality, which 
would do honour to the molt poliſhed nations; 
wherever he repoſes any confidence, he diſcovers an 
attachment and diſintereſted readineſs to oblige, which 
more opulent ſubjects, can ſcarcely conceive 1n 1dea. 
Theſe qualities are the univerſal theme of IVE 

0 
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of whatever nation, who have lately viſited the High- 
lands of Scotland “. 

To ſum up the whole, they are a hardy, brave 
race of men, equally qualified for the domeſtic, the 
naval, and military line; nor is there an inſtance 
amongſt them, of cowardice, treachery, or flinching, 
during all the dangers and fatigues of the preſent 
and former wars, wherein they have bore a conlider- 
able ſhare, I truſted, exclaimed Lord Chatham in 
parliament, to the mountains of the north, to carry 
on the moſt extenſive war in which England had ever 
been engaged.” This was the declaration of the 
ableſt, moſt impartial and difintereſted miniſter of 
the age; one who had penetration to diſcern, can- 


* This character of the Highlanders may, by ſome perſons, be 
conſidered as too flattering ; but, upon conſidering it over and over, 
I cannot, in juſtice, retrench a ſingle word. It is the language oz 
truth, inſerted as a memorial of virtues which do honour to the pre- 
ſent age, and are worthy the imitation of poſterity. 

In rapid marches and ſudden attacks, the H:ghlanders are un- 
equalled. During a long march, a regiment of iheſe men keeps 
up with the cavalry. If a diſtant coaſt is invaded, or a poſt in 
danger, the Highlanders are collected at an hour's notice: they fer 
off, and continue their march with incredible {wiitneſs, leaving ail 
other troops, panting and breathleſs, far behind. The French tiem- 
ble ar the fight of them, calling out, /e Engliſh lions“ 

A ſtriking inſtance of their fidelity happened after the battle 
of Culloden, when the young Pretender found ſatery during fix 
months amongſt theſe people, though perionally known to ſome 
hundreds of the loweſt ranks, and a 1cward of thirty thou'and 
pounds had been offered to any perſon who would deliver him up. 

« Kindneſs and hoſpitality poflels the people of theſe parts. 
We ſcarce paſſed a farm but the good woman, long before our ap- 
proach, ſallied out and ſtood on the road fide, holding out io us 4 
bowl of milk or whey.” Pennant. 

„It need not, I ſuppoſe, be mentioned, that in countries fo lit- 
tle frequented as the Iilands, there are no houtes where travellers 
are entertained for money. He that wanders about theſe wilds, 
eltlicr procures recommendations to thoſe whoſe habitations lie 
near his way, or, when night and wearine!s come upon him, takes 
the chance of general hoſpitality. If he finds only a cotrage, he 
can expect little more than ſhelter ; for the cottagers have little 
more for themſelves ; but it his good fortune brings him to the 
relidence of a gentleman, he will be glad of a ſtorm io prolung his 
ſay,” Jobnſon. | 

dour 


1 
dour to acknowledge, and honeſty to reward real 
merit: Whoſe elevated mind knew no diſtinction of 
country or people; no narrow partialities; but, in 
every reſpect, was eminently qualified for the great 
purpoſes of uniting, more cloſely, this wide extended 
empire; by a generous diffuſion of reciprocal bene- 
firs and privileges, throughout the various branches 
of which it was compoſed. ; 

Till the days of that great man, the intrinſic value 
of the Highlanders, like the diamond in the mine, 
remained in obfcurity ; ſome obſtructions removed, 
they ſhone forth at once a traftable, uſeful people, 
who might one day prove a conſiderable acquiſition 
to the commerce, as well as the internal ſtrength of 
Britain. | 

Such being the character, manners, and import- 
ance of the Highlanders, in their civilized ſtate, a 
minute review of their country and ſhores properly 
follows. Should theſe be found irreclaimable, or 
incapable of anſwering any valuable purpoſe to the 
inhabitants, and the community at large, it would be 
humane, and alſo good policy in government, to 
open an aſylum, in ſome other part of the iſland, for 
the overflow of theſe truly valuable people, inſtead of 
driving them, by hundreds, acroſs the Atlantic ocean. 

On the contrary, ſhould the three hundred iſlands, 
and the extenſive line of coaſt upon the mainland, 
their numerous bays, lakes, and rivers, be found ca- 
Pable of being rendered the bulwark of our iſland, on 
that fide ; the great nurſery of hardy ſeamen and ſol- 
diers, to defend our ſettlements abroad ; the chief re- 
poſitory of fiſh, ro ſupply the wants of the labouring 
people, and to extend the ſcale of commerce; ſhould 
theſe, and other objects, prove the certain conſe- 
quence of parliamentary attention ; it is to be hoped 
that government will take that buſineſs into conſide- 
ration, before America ſhall again open a door for 
the diflatisfied, from all parts of Britain, but more-eſ- 
pecially for theſe hitherto neglected mountaineers. 

e Comparative 


&t5 


6. 


Comparative ſate of the Highlands, and the northern 


countries of Europe, in reſpect of towns, commerce, 
and navigation. 


IF we take our ſtand at the ſouth weſt extremity 
of Cantire, and look northward, along the do _ 
coaſt of the continent, and the Hebride iſlands, to— 
wards the Pentland Firth, we ſhall perceive no = ny 
markets, ſtorehouſes, granaries, manufi&ures, com- 
merce, or ſhipping of any fort “. It we extend the 
view from Cape Wrath eaſtward to Dunzby-Le id, 
and from thence ſouthward to the Firth of Cromarty . 
we ſhall perceive a few places, dignified indeed with 
the high- ſounding appellations of royal boroughs, but 
which, in reality, are nothing more than ruinous vil- 


lages, exhibiting all the ſymptoms of decay, poverty, 


and diſtreſs F. 

Climate and ſoil, it hath been admitted, are greatly 
againſt that country; but this en ane inſtead 
of diſcouraging government, ought to excite the moſt 
ſpeedy, vigorous meaſures, towards ſuch objects as 
nature points out to be both practicable and expe- 
dient. 

Every member of the Britiſh parliament knows, 


that the countries of Europe which lie under the 


ſame latitudes as the Highlands of Scotland, and 
even beyond theſe latitudes, every where exiubit the 
ſtrongeſt proots of public attention. Thoilc countries 
have, by dint of art, been rendered the ſcats of in- 
duſtry, and a happy mediocrity of tortune, u hich en— 


* The village of Stronaway in Lewis excepted, where ae 
Dutch families had been ſettled, but were ee dryer 
away dur ng the Dutch wars in the laſt century. bete an 
ous people, during their thort ſtay, exrended the f ** es, and Ci: a- 


bliſhed a peity navigation, both of which have been kept vp, in 


ſome degree, by the natives, who can boaſt of more ſh pping than 
the whole welt Highlands united; it conſiſts of three or tour ſwall 
flaops or brigs, which are profitably employed in the fiſheites, to 
the great benefit v7 he whole iſland. 
Tneſe are Wick, Dornoch, Pain, Dingwall, and Fortroſe. 
C 
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ables the great body of the people to live comfort- 
ably, under ſeverities of climate, which a Highlander 
can ſcarcely comprehend in idea. 

They abound in large mercantile cities, and in ca- 
pacious harbours; the works of incredible labour and 
expence ; in vaſt fleets of ſhips, and the various pro- 
duce of the four quarters of the globe; as 
Archangel, formerly the only port of Dee. Min 

Ruſha, and ſtill a large commercial +9 


33 64 30 

town, lying in 
Drontheim, a trading city in Norway, 63 15 
Bergen, capital of ditto, 60 10 
Abo, a city of Sweden, bo 5 
Petersburg, capital of Ruffia, 580 8 

:ronſtadt, the arſenal and ſtation of the Ruſ- 

ſian fleet, 60 © 
Stockholm, capital of Sweden, 59 30 
Chriſtiana, a large trading city in Norway, 59 5 
Revel, ditto in Ruſſia, 69 o 
Narva, ditto, ditto, 59 0 
Gottenburgh, ditto in Sweden, 58 0 


Riga, ditto in Ruſha, lying in the medium 
latitnde of the Hipblands of Scotland, 57 © 
The climate of thofe countries admits of two ſea- 
ſons only, viz. the ſammer, which begins in May, 
and ends in September; and the winter, which in- 
ſtantaneouſly binds up the earth in one continued 
froſt, ſhuts up the ports, and covers land and water 
with frozen ſnow, on which all manner of travelling 
is performed by means of ſledges. In this ſeaſon the 
inhabitants dreſs in furs. or ſkins, which, however, do 
not prevent the frequent loſs of hands or limbs, 
through the intenſeneſs of the cold *. 
t 


* „ Whenever, ſays Maupertws in his journey through the 
northern parts of Sweden, we would taſte a little brar.dy, the only 
thing that could be kept I:quie, our tongues and lips froze to the 
cup, and came away bloody: in a cold that congealed the fingers 
of omg of us, and threatened us with ſtill more diſnial accidents. 
It we e opened the door of a warm room, che external air 1uſtan: ly 

| | converted 
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It is therefore to the attention of their reſpective 
governments, more than the advantages of nature, 
that ſo many commercial cities have gradually ariſen 
in the north of Europe, within the ſpace of a few cen- 
turies, and that places hitherto obicure are daily in- 
creaſing in wealth and magnitude. 

With thoſe cities may be enumerated the Seven 
United Provinces, a country, which, though ſituated 


in more ſouthern latitudes, furniſhes no material arti— 


cles for commerce, and ſcarcely a ſufficiency of grain 
for home conſumption. In extent »f territory, thoſe 
Provinces do not exceed the Hebride Iſles, and their 
winters are more ſevere. But ſuch is the influence of 
an active, vigorous government, on mai.utuctures, 
commerce, and population, that the Sever Provinces 
contain 113 Cities, 1400 towns and considerable vil- 
lages, and upwards of two millions of inh:b'tants. 
This ſwampy country produces no raw materials 
for manufactures; yet the inhabitants are continually 
engaged in fabricating an endleſs variety of articles 
for ſale at home and abroad. They have no mine- 
rals, metals, or timber; yet their yards and ware- 


Europe, and both the Indies, in thoſe articles. The 
coaſt is extremely dangerous, and the h.r\onrs are 
few; their ſhipping is however to be found in all the 
maritime parts of the world, while their own ports 
are the grand emporiums of European navigation. 
Their ſhores afford little or no fiſh for exportation, 
but they nevertheleſs foreſtal the European markets 
in thoſe fiſhes which are in moſt eſteem. They owed 
their firſt riſe to the herrings raken on the coaits of 
Scotland, which they exported to all parts of Europe; 
bringing 1 in return the produce of thole nations, and 


converted all the vapour in it int» ſnow, whirling it round in 
white vortexes. Ir we went abroad, we telt as if the air Was ten- 
ing our breaſt in pieces, At the bepinning of ſune, winter vie! & 


up the earth and lea; and we prepared for our departure to S ck- 
holm.“ 


C82 thus 


houſes are ever prepared to ſupply the demands of 
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thus gradually became the greateſt mart in the known 
world. 

It is to the influence and example of theſe induſ- 
trious people, that I am enabled to give two inſtances, 
nearer home, of the benefits reſulting from a proper 
attention to commerce and the fiſheries. 

Kirkwall, capital of the Orkney iſlands, though 
ſituated a hundred miles vorth of the medium degree 
of the Hebrides, contains above three hundred 
houſes, moſt of them built of ſtone and lime, ſlated, 
and accommedated with kitchen gardens, The gen- 
tlemen alto have good houſes on their eſtates, and 

enjoy mott of the conveniencies of life, in conſider— 

able abuadance. The farmers are, for the moſt part, 
better lodged than thofe on the continent, or the He- 
brides. The inhabitants of Kirkwall export ſome 
orain, malt, meal, beef, butter, feathers, ſkins of 
calves, otters, and ſeals; herrings, kelp, linen yarn 
and cloth, fine worſted ſtockings, and coarte woollen 
goods. 

By means of theſe articles, they traffic with the 
Dutch, Swediſh, and other buſſes which frequent 
their coaſts, during the fiſhing ſeaſons, when Kirk- 

wall hath all the appearance of a continued fair. The 
inhabitants alſo carry on a ſmall commerce with Edin- 
burgh, Newcaſtle, London, Norway, Hamburgh, 
Spain, and Portugal, thereby ſupplying themſelves 
with a variety of neceſſaries, and a imall balance in 
caſh, 

One degree further north, are the Shetland Illes, 
ſtn'l els indebted to foil and climate. Here the ſhorteſt 
day does not exceed nve hours, and the winters con— 
tinue till April, during which ſeaſon the winds are 10 
high, and rhe fea is ſo agitat ed, that thoſe iflands are 

almoſt inzacceliiole for ſeveral months, when the na- 
tives are cut off from all intercourſe with the world. 
Yet, even here, in lat. 60. 8. and amidit barren 
roc 15 ſtands the town of Lerwic, containing upwards 

of three hundred handſome houſes, and is every yea 
increaſing. 
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ihereaſing. In the neighbourhood, there are above 
a hundred gentlemen's families, lodged in Pfrong, 
well-built houſes, commodioutly furniſhed, and witoſe 
tables are well ſupplied. Theſe iflands being alſo 
much frequented by the Duich, Swedes, &c. carry 
on a conſiderable trade with thoſe people, and ſome 
foreign commerce ſimilar to that of the Orkueys. 

Thus the northern rocks of the Orkney aud Shet— 
land iſles, animated and in{trufted by the Dutch, 
preſume to trade with London, the Baltic, and the 
Mediterranean; while the more extenſive and ſouth- 
erly iſlands of the Hebrides, and the whole weſtern 
coaſt of the continent, are not maſters of a ſingle 
town, manufacture, or decked vettel, thoſe of Strona- 
way in Lewis excepted. the Orkneys contain one: 
provincial ſynod, three presbyrerics, twenty-eight pa— 
riſhes, and eighteen miniſters. In Sky, one of the 
Hebride iſlands, double the ſize of all the Orkneys, 
there are only ſeven pariſhes, and three houſes that 
are ſlated. As a concluſion to this comparative re— 
view, it may be remarked, that the town of Kirkwall 
in the Orkneys is rated higher in the tax roll, than all 
the rowns of the Highlands united. 


The Produce of the Highlands by Sea and Land. 


Throughout the globe, Nature feems to have diſ— 
tributed her favours with a very impartial hand. To 
ſome parts, ſhe hath afligned mildneſs of climate; to 
others, luxuriancy of ſoil, the precious metals, valua— 
ble timber, or the riches of the ocean. If we except 
the frozen extremities of the earth, rowards the poles, 
her gifts will be found admirably adapted to the vari- 
ous ſpecies of the animal creation, particularly man, 
who holds the higheſt rank in nature, and who fan— 
cies himſelf entitled to the unlimited ufe of whatcyer 
it contains. In conformity to this univerſal law, thoſe 
diſtricts of Scotland, called the Highlands, though 


little indebted to climate and ſoil, abound in riches, 
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which nut them upon an equality with the moſt fer- 
tile regious of the world. Gold, ſilver, wine, ſpices, 


and the finer fruits, they have none: but the produce 


ot the Highlands; of their ſeas, lakes, bays, and 
rivers ; may, with proper management, obtain an in- 
Hex of thoſe valuable articles, and whatever is ne- 
Tary for the ſupport and comfort of life. 
"Gr in is raiſed, though at preſent with much dif- 
fic y, ſu dient to maintain one third of the people; 


anc, wheucver the more fertile parts ſhall be inhabited 


by men of property, and Knowledge in agriculture, 
the harveſts will be earlier, the autumnal rains partly 
avoided, and that valuable article of life greatly in- 
crealed, The unexpected fucceis in the Low Coun- 
tries, of late years, ſhould at leaſt induce the people 
in the Highlands, to try the fame experiments. 
Roots, vegetables, and common 2 being leſs 
hurt by the rains, can be raited in any quantity; z their 
potatoes and turnips, in particular, are more delicate, 
and pic: ant to the taſte, than thoſe of England, 
Flax is raitec in tolerable plenty, and might be im- 
proved: hemp, in great abundance, and in high per- 
fection. 
Small, but hard) borſes, admirably ſuited to the 
labours of that rugged country, and which require 


little ſupport. They run wild among the mountains 


Fu they arrive at a proper age for labour, when ſome 
thouſands are annually Uriven to the ſputh, chiefly ta 
the coal-pits at Newcaſtle, 

Bar the abovementioned articles are only ſecondary 
conhderations to the immenſe numbers of {ſmall A 
cattle which this country ſends to the ſopth, ſome o 
them as far as the county of Norfolk, where, after bes 
ing fed in rich paſtures, they ſell at a higb price, It is 
by the breeding of cattle, that farmers inhabiting the 
interior country are enabled, in goad ſeaſons, to pay 
the high rents impoſed an them; but this ſpegies of 
proper ty is, in the > Highlandy ſo precarious, as ſome- 

times 
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times to involve whole diſtricts in one general ſcene 
of diſtreſs. 

Theſe indigent people are materially affected, 
whether the cattle die through want, or fall in their 
price, which is always regulated by the Engliſh 
markets. In either of theſe caſes, the farmers, hav- 
ing no other reſources, are under the melancholy 
neceſſity of removing elſewhere for ſupport. The 
{ize, and condition, of the Highland cattle might be 
greatly improved, by the introduction of clover, rye- 
e lucerne, and turnips, for winter proviſion; as 
ately practiſed in the Low Countries, with great 
ſucceſs. 

Sheep “, goats, various ſpecies of deer and game, 
abound in the Highlands; alſo water-fowl, in fuch 
immenſe quantities, that it is difficult to give credit 
to the accounts which have been given of them by 
modern, as well as ancient writers, who have viſited 


the Hebrides . 
The 


See directions for the rearing of ſheep, in the appendix, 

+ They are thus deſcribed by the Rev. Mr. Macauly, who was 
appointed miſſionary, by the general Aſſ:mbly of the church of 
Scotland, to the wand of St. Kilda, a rock of three miles in length, 
and ſurrounded by ſundry leſſer ones. 

„ Theſe rocks are in ſummer totally covered with ſolan geeſe 
and other fowls, and appear at a diſtance like ſo many mountains 
covered with ſnow. The neſts of the ſolan geeſe, not to mention 
thoſe of other fowls, are ſo cloſe, that, when one walks between 
them, the hatching fowls on either fide can always rake hold of one's 
cloaths, and they will often fit until thev are attacked, rather than 
expole their eggs to the danger of being deſtroyed by the ſea-gu.ls; 
at the ſame time an equa] number fly about, and furniſh food for 
their mates that are employed in hatching ; and there are, beſides, 
large flocks of barren fowls of the different tribes that frequent the 
rocks of St, Kilda. 

« The ſolan geeſe equal almoſt the tame ones in ſize. The 
common amuſements of the herring-fiſhers ſhew the gieat ſtrength 
of this fowl. The fiſhers fix a herring upon a board which has a 
ſmall weight under it, to fink it a little below the ſurtace of the ſea ; 
the ſolan gooſe, obſerving the fiſh, darts down upon it perpendicu- 
larly, od , with ſo much force, that he runs his bil! irrecoverably 
through the board, and is taken up directly by the fiſhers, 
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The weſtern coaſts of the continent, particularly 
the banks of the lakes, are generally fringed with 
natural gods, riſing beautifully from the ſhores to— 
wards the f mmits of the mountains. Theſe woods, 
ſome of ich are twenty miles in length, are com- 
poſed of dab, cheſnut, aſh, elder, elm, aſpine, hazel, 
larches, pine, and fir. In ſome parts of the interior 
country, as Brae Mar, the pines are from ten to twelve 
fect in circumfer2nce, and from ſixty to ninety feet 
in height, without a collateral branch; their age, 
two CEnturics. 

Nor 


© The ſolan geeſe repair to St. Kilda in the month of March, 
and con'inue there till after the begioping of November. Before 
the middle of that month, they, and all the other ſea-fowls that are 
fond of this co:fſt, retire nuch about the ſame time into ſome other 
Javc unite regions; ſo that not a fingle fowl belonging to their ele- 
mer t is to be ſeen : bout St. Kilda, from the beginning of winter 
down to the middle of February, Br fore the young ſolan geele fly 
off, thev are lar er than their mothers, and the far on their breaſts 
15 ſometimes ihree inches deep. Into what quarter of the world 
theſe tribes of wild fowl repair, after winter ſets in, whether into 
the vornthern ocean, the native country and winter quarters of her- 
rings, in general, or into ſome o ber region near the tun, or whether 
they be ol the ſleeping kd, they who pry 'nto the myſteries of 
rural kite ry, or have cop ve rſed mich with wiiters of voyages, can 
Feit exphuin. I fa. on ly j.retend to fay, that theſe different na— 
13505 et the feathered kind are taught to chuſe the properett habita- 
tions and tee ding- place „ 4 d ſhitt their quarters ſea'onably, by 
the unerting hai.d of G. . 
© [rom the account gvn above of the multitudes of fea-fow!s 
that ſcek their too on this coaſt, we may juſtly conclude, that there 
moſt be inxhauſhible ſtores of fiſh there, Let us for a moment 
coußne our attentian to he confumprion made by a ſingle ſpecies 
of fowls, The ſolan goole 1s almoſt infatiably voracious z he flies 
wiih creat force and ve locity, toils all the day, with very little in- 
termiſſion, and digeſts his focd in a very ſhort time; he diſdains to 
eat ary 117 g worſe than herring or mackarel, unleſs it be in a very 
hrugry place, which he takes care to avoid or abandon. We ſhail 
tzke 1t tor granted, that there are 109,000 af that kind around the 
riicks of St. Kilda and this calculation is by far tco moderate, as 
* lefs han 20,000 of his king are deſtroyed every year, including 


the young ones. We ſhall ſuppoſe, at the ſame time, that the ſolan 


g.eele ſojourn in thele ſeas for about ſeven months of the year; that 


each of them deſtrovs five herrings in a day; a ſubſiſtance intinneiy 


poor 
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Nor is it in natural woods only that the Highlands 
excel. While the ſturdy oak and the hardy pine, 
wave their branches over impending precipices, de- 
riving vigour and ſtrength from the boiſterous ele- 
ments of that climate, rhe vallies and narrow glens 
underneath give protection and ſuſtenance to planta— 

tions of a more delicate quality. 


At Taymouth, the ſcat of the earl of Braedalbane, 


there is a double row of ſtraight lime trees, whoſe 


branches, at the height of eighty feet, unite ſo cloſely, 


and with ſuch regularity, as to. form one of the moſt 
magnificent arches in the world. This aſtoniſhing 
effort of nature aſfiſted by art, is, however, loft 
amidſt extenſive plantations, containing many mil- 
lions of trees of various ſpecies, and All in the ut- 
molt perfection. The Tay, which glides gently 
through this valley, is almoſt hid from the eye, while 
the lofty hills on each ſide exhibit a view which 
aſtoniſhes every beholder. Theſe were the works of 
the late earl of Bra:dalbane, who thereby let an ex— 
ample worthy the imitation of all thoſe who wiſh to 
e their lands, and ornament their country. 


poor for ſo greedy a creature, unleſs it were more than half ſup- 


Ported at the expence of other fiſhes. Here we have 100,020,000 


of the fineſt fiſh in the world devoured aunually by a ſingle ipecies 
of the St. Kilda ſea- fowls. | 

% Tt in the next place it be conſidered, that much the greateſt 
part of the other tribes have much the tame appetite for herriny, 
and purſue it from place to place, iu the ſeveral migrations it makes 
from one ſea to another, the conſumption mult be prodigiouſly 
great. Taking theſe into the account, and allowing them the fame 
quantity of food, and of the ſame kind, by re aſon of their vaſt fu- 
periority in point of numbers, though their ſtomachs are conſider- 
ably weaker; we ſee there are no leſs than 200,000,000 ot her- 
rings ſwallowed up every year by the birds of a very ſmall diitrict 
of rocks, which occupy ſo inconliderable a ſpace in the Ducalc- 
donian ocean, 

„ Should all the articles of this account be ſuſtained, articles 
which ſeem no leſs juſt than plain, and ſhould our curioſity lead us 
into a new calculation, allowing between ſix and ſeven hundred 
to every barrel, it is evident that more than 330,000 barrels are 
annually carried away by ſuch creatures,” 


Contiguous 
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Contiguous to this eſtate, is that of the duke of 
Athole, equally obligated to the two laſt proprietors, 
for every aſſiſtance which nature can receive from 
art, The works of thoſe illuſtrious patriots, begin to 
appear fome miles above Blair, and are continued, 
without intermiſhon, 10 Birnam Wood below Dun- 
keld, the whole length meaſuring near thirty miles, 
In this exren tive valley, the beautiful meanders of the 
Tay and the Tumel, are every where ſhaded with 
exotic, as well as native trees, and all of them in a 
thriving condition. 

Thus, in a country where nature hath denied the 
means of ſucceſsful agriculture, that kind parent 
Points out to the inhabitants a progreſſive, inexhauſ- 
tible { urce of wealth, which cannot be injured by 
unpropitious ſeaſons, the events of war, or the revo- 
lutioas of empire. Nor doth it require the expence, 
and labour fo neceſſary for the raifing of thoſe ſcanty 
crops of oa's and barley, which neither enrich the 
landlord, nor ſupply the wants of the tenant. On 
the contrary, a gentleman ſelects the moſt barren 
tracts of his eſtate ; rocks, ſands, grave), and other 
waſte grounds, unfit for agriculture or grazing. On 
theſe wilds, he plants a million of firs, pines, and 
larches; which, at the expiration of thirty years, will 
bring, upon the loweſt average, and in the moſt re- 
mote ſituations, one ſhilling each, or 50,c00 ,. for 
the whole ; and when arts and commerce ſhall be in- 
troduced into theſe parts, the value will be doubled, 
as appears from recent inftances in the neighbour- 
hood of trading towns, where trees of this age have 
brought from one ſhilling and nx pence, to three ſhil- 
lings each. 

Few gentlemen in Scotland are unacquainted with 
the value of that ſinal]l ſpecies of oak, which grows 


ſr-mtaneovſly upon the hills and rocks. The bark 


ſupplies the tanner, the ner, and ſail-maker; the 
wood is confunid in various works of glaſs and metal. 
Thule oaks are cot down every 20 or 25 years. The 
price is regulated by the demand; and the ene 

2. | b 


1 


by the progreſſive ſtate of arts, manufactures, and 
commerce, in theſe kingdoms: conſequently the value 
of this timber is continually advancing, inſomuch that 
a wood, which would bring only 1000 /, twenty-fiye 
years ago, now ſells at 1500 2, 

This branch therefore, opens a new field of action 
to all thoſe who have wiſdom to avail themſelves of 
it. By thus attending to ſuch objects as nature dic- 
rates to be both practicable and profitable, the High- 
lands will become an immenſe foreſt, enriching the 
landlords, and giving employment to the hitherto 
ſtarved commonality, in the various occupations of 
encloſing, planting, cutting down, peeling off the 
bark, ſawing and tranſporting both timber and bark, 
to diſtant markets, 

It is well known that Norway, a country bound up 
in froſt and ſnow nine months in the year, loads ſeve- 
ral hundred veſſels annually with maſts, planks, and 
deals, the produce of the fir &. 

In England, the full grown oak, and other tim- 
ber, conſtitute a conſiderable portion of the landed 
property of that kingdom. The leſſer timber is ſold 
in faggots, or by the cart-load, and uſed for a variety 
of purpoſes. The large trees, many of which bring 
five pounds and upwards, are conveyed to the capi- 
tal and elſewhere, by an incredible number of barges 
which navigate the rivers and canals, beſides the car- 
goes, ſent coaſtways, 

But theſe ſupplies, though great, are far from an- 
ſwering the demands of a kingdom, whoſe villages are 
riſing to the magnitude of cities, and where the ſhip- 
ping is continually upon the increaſe. The foreſts of 
Norway, the Baltic, Germany, and North America, 
load many hundred large ſhips annually for the Bri- 
tiſh ports, though burdened with inſurance and high 
freight, which muſt unavoidably enhance the price F. 

5 Here 


* The method of raiſing oak and fir to full maturity in Scotland, 
will be found in the Appendix. . 

+ The timber imported from Holland, Ham urgh, and he Bal- 
ije, comes chiefly from the interior parts of Ge many, Pol nd and 


Ruſſia, 
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Here therefore the produce of the Scottift: mountains 
and vallies will always find a good market, and an 
inexhauſtible vent. Inſtead of a petty traffic from one 
iſland to another, in little open boats, theſe weſtern 
{hores will contribute their qucta to the ſupply of the 
capital, in timber, ſlate, lead, and fiſh ; while that city 
will, in return, ſupply the neceſſary wants of thoſe 
ſhores ; thus opening new channels of commerce and 
navigation to the mutual benefit of individuals, and 
giving, at the ſame time, additional ſtrength to the 


Britiſh navy. 


Copper hath been diſcovered in the Highlands of 
Scotland; iron ſtone is found in many places; and 
lead mines have long been wrought with ſucceſs. 

Some iflands, as Eſdale, and others in its neigh— 
bourhood, are compoſed entirely of ſlate; beſides nu- 
merous quarries on the main land, which, from the 
want of commerce and towns, cannot be brought into 
ule. 

The iſland of Liſmore, eight miles in length, 
one continued rock of limeſtone. Rofs-ſhire and Sun- 


derland, abound in mountains of marble reſem— 


bling the Parian ; but this treaſure is of no benefit to 
the proprietors, on account of the diſtance from water 

carriage, and the almoſt uninhabited ſtate of thoſe re- 
mote regions. 

Freeſtone, *granite, marle, ſilver ſand, ſhells, kelp, 
potters clay, tullers carth, and fern, are common 
throughout the Highlands. 

vers and inland lakes are extremely numerous in 
the Highlands; they contain ſalmon, trout, char, eels, 
poans, and other delicate fiſhes ; and; as it is well 


Ruſſia, by means of large rivers, and is become both ſcarcer and 
dearer of late years, as appears from the report of ſundry merchants 
and buiicers, to the Houſe of Commons, from which ſome extracts 
are given in the Appendix. The coaſts of America begin allo to 
tecl a ſcarcity of timber; what we now receive from that country 
i- lrought down the rivers in floats to the'poris, trom whence 
there is a voyage of 3000 miles. All thete circumſtances are in fa- 
vour of Britiſh timber, | 


known 
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known that fiſh may be tranſported from one country 
to another with ſucceſs, theſe Jakes might be rendered 
of ſtill greater utility. The Chineſe pedlars carry on 
ſuch buſineſs throughout the various provinces of that 
extenſive empire. 

In Switzerland, a country reſembling Scotland in 
the magnitude of its mountains, and the number of 
its freſh-water lakes, there are one or more towus on 
each; and, ſays biſhop Burnet, it is generally com— 
puted, that an eighth part of the inhabitants live by 
the produce of their fiſhing. Mr. Ray oblerves, that 
in the lake of Zugh, which is not very conſiderable, 
there are at leaſt fifty different ſpecies of eatable fiſh, 
all in great plenty, and ſome of the moſt delicate 
ſorts, ſuch as trout, grayling, char, perch, and others, 
moſt of which had been brought thither from diſtant 

arts. 

The poſſibility of tranſporting iſh being thus eſta- 
blithed, the Scottiſh lakes might be ſtocked with the 
ſtreamling, an excellent fiſh in tne Swediſli lake Mae- 
ler; the rheinlacker, or Rhine falmon, which is 
two ells in length, and forty pounds weight, from the 
lake of Conſtance in Switzerland; alſo the large 
trout, weighing thirty pounds, which is found in ſome 
of the northern parts of Scotland, as well as the lake 
of Geneva. But all the above enumerated articles, 
though they might be rendered extremely favourable 
to commercial purpoſes, are loſt in the compariſon 
with the riches of the ſeas, which environ the High— 
lands of Scotland. 

_ Through the openings, between the baſes of the 
mountains, flows the great Weſtern Ocean, in various 
directions, forming one continued ſucceſſion of bays 
and lakes, from five to fifty miles within land; which, 
wich the ſounds and channels, tormed by the Hebride 
lands, and the banks interipcried upon theſe ſhores, 
cont'in the greateſt repoſitory of fiſh hitherto dif- 
covered in auy part of the known world, and of 
excellent qualities. The molt uſeful are turbot, 


ling, 


, 


0 
ling, haak, tuſk, ſturgeon, RERRIx Gs, whitings, had- 
docks, ſkait, foals, phinocs, mackarel, ſalmon, trout, 


char, pike, eels, and poans ; various ſpeczes of ſhell 


fiſh, as lobſters, oyſters, crabs; alſo all kinds of ce- 
tacious fiſh, from whales of every denomination down 
to the grampus ; ſeals, ſea-dogs, and other amphi- 
bious animals, which frequent the caverns, in great 
abundance. | | 

Of all theſe fiſhes, the herring is the moſt im- 
portant, not only on account of the vaſt ſhoals which 
annually preſent themſelves in the Deucaledonian 
ocean, but alſo their ſuperior quality, in thoſe parts, 
as appears from the various. deſcriptions given of 
them by Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir William Monſon, 
and other writers of the laſt and preſent century, 
Of theſe accounts, that given by the judicious and 


worthy Thomas Pennant, Eſq; ſeems to be the moſt 


ſuitable to the preſent ſubje&. © Loch Broom,” ſays 
he, has been celebrated for theſe three or four 
centuries as the reſort of herrings. 'Thoſe that turn 
into this bay are part of the brigade that detaches 


itſelf from the weſtern column of that great army 


that annually deſert the vaſt depths of the Arctic 
Circle, and come, heaven directed, to the ſeats of po- 
pulation, offered as a cheap food to millions, whom 
waſteful luxury, or iron-hearted avarice, hath depriv- 
ed, by enhancing the price of the wonted ſupports of 
the poor. 

«© The migration of theſe fiſh from their northern 
retreat is regular: their viſits to the weſtern ifles and 
coaſts, certain: but their attachment to one particular 
loch, extremely precarious. All have their turns; 
that which farmed with fiſh one year, is totally de- 
ſerted the following; yet the next loch to it be 
crowded with the ſhoals. Theſe changes of place 
give often full employ to the buſſes, who are con- 


tinually ſhifting their harbours in queſt of news re- 
ſpecting theſe important wanderers. 


« They 


+ a, 

«© They commonly appear here in July; the latter 
end of Auguſt they go into deep water, and continue 
there for ſome time, without any apparent cauſe, In 
November they return to the ſhallows, when a new 
fiſhery commences, which continues till January. At 
that time the herrings become full of roe, and are 
uſeleſs as articles of commerce. Some doubt, whether 
theſe herrings that appear in November are not part 
of a new migration; for they are as fat, and make 
the ſame appearance, as thoſe that compole the 
firſt. 

© The figns of the arrival of the herrings are 
flocks of gulls, who catch up the fiſh while they ſkim 
on the ſurface ; and of  gannets (Solan geeſe), who 
plunge and bring them up from conſiderable depths. 
Both theſe birds are clofely attended to by the 
fiſhers. 

% Cod-fiſh, haddocks, and dog-fiſh, follow the her- 
rings in vaſt multitudes: theſe voracious fiſh Keep on 
the outſide of the columns, and may be a concurrent 
reaſon of driving the ſhoals into bays and creeks. 
In ſummer they come into bays generally with the 
_ warmeſt weather, and with eaſy gales. During 
winter the hard gales from N. W. are ſuppoſed to 
aſſiſt in forcing them into ſhelter. Eaſt winds are 
very unfavourable to the fiſhery. 

© The enemies that affail theſe fiſh in the winter 
ſeaſon are varied, not diminiſhed : of the birds, the 
gannets diſappear ; ; the gulls ſtill continue their per- 
fecutions ; whales, pollacks, and porpeſſes are added 
to their number of foes. Theſe follow in droves 
the whales deliberately opening their vaſt mouths, 
taking them by hundreds, Theſe monſters keep on 
the outſide ; for the body of the phalanx of herrings 


is ſo thick as to be impenetrable by theſe unwieldy 
animals.” 


Of 
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Of INLAND NaviG ATION. 


HITHERTO the inhabitants of theſe neglected 
ſhores, unable to avail themſelves of the bounty which 
their ſeas afford, have lived in penury, amidſt the 
ſources of allluence; I ſhall therefore ſpecify ſuch 
meaſures as ſeem moſt conducive to the purpoſes of 
general utility, in the full eſtabliſhment of a popu- 
lous, thriving colony. 

The firſt obje& which preſents itſelf is the open- 
ing ſhorter communications between the Atlantic and 
the Britiſh Sea; the advantages of which are ſo ob- 
vious, that they may be conſidered as the ground- 
work of all ſucceeding improvements, not only in the 
Highlands, but over Scotland in general. 

That nation admits of three artificial navigations: 

1. The Southern navigation, between the Forth 
and the Clyde. 

2. The Weſtern navigation, between the Clyde or 
Loch Fyne, and the Atlantic. 

The Northern navigation, between Fort William | 
and Inv erneſs. 


Navigation between the Forth and the Clyde. 


SCOTLAND is almoſt divided into two parts, by 
the rivers Forth and Clyde. The Forth falls into 
the Brittſh Sea below Edinburgh, and has an eaſy 
communication with the whole eaſtern coalt of Great 
Britain; with France, Oſtend, Holland, Hamburgb, 
Pruſſia, Dantzic, Ruſha, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, 
and Greenland. 'The Clyde falls into the Arlanuc 
Ocean below Glaſgow, and communicates with the 
weltern coaſt of Great Britain; with Ireland, the 
ſouth of France, Portugal, Spain, the Mediterranean, 
America, and the Welt Indies. Theſe two rivers, 
thus falling, in oppoſite directions, into the two ſeas 
which environ our illand, and the neck of land be- 

tween 


4 
tween them, amounting ſcarcely to twenty-four miles, 
gave riſe to the idea of a junction, ſo as to open a 
communication acroſs the kingdom, and thereby cut 
off the long, dangerous navigation by the Land's End, 
and the Pentland Firth. 

An object of ſuch general utility did not eſcape 
the notice of Charles II. who, amid{t all his gallan- 
tries, was the great promoter of every deſign which 
had the ſucceſs of trade and navigation, in view. 
That monarch propoſed to open a paſſage for tranſ- 
ports, and ſmall ſhips of war, at the expence of 
500,000 /. a ſum far beyond the abilities of his reign; 
and the deſign was conſequently laid aſide, The 
affairs of the continent engaged the attention of ſuc- 
ceeding princes, till the beginning of the preſent 
reign ; when the earl of Chatham, endued with all 
the penetration and magnanimity of an able ſtateſ— 
man, propoſed to carry the deſign immediately into 
execution, at the public expence, on a ſmaller ſcale 
than the original deſign, but ſtill ſafficient to admit 
veſſels of burden. Unfortunately, the refignation 
of that great man loſt, to theſe Kingdoms, the only 
opportunity which Nature preſented for giving ſecu- 
rity and expedition, to the Britiſh navigation, in the 
northern ſeas. 

This buſineſs being thus abandoned a ſecond time, 
the late duke of Queensberry, Sir Laurence Dundas, 
and ſundry other public ſpirited gentlemen, refolved 
to open the navigation at their joint expence, upon 
a ſcale ſtill more contracted, but ſufficient to admit 
veſſels of 80 or 100 tuns. The work was begun in 
1768; and, in 1775, it was Completed to the neigh- 
bourhood of Glaſgow, and within ſix miles of the in- 
tended junction with the Clyde. 

The company's ſubſcription was propoſed to be 
150,000 J. but it never amounted to 140,000 J. and 
many of the ſubſcribers did not make good their pay- 
ment, 150,000 J. have however been expended ; the 
company is conſequently in debt; and the remaining 
ſix 
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nx miles, the moſt expenſive of the whole, will re- 
quire 50 or 60,000 l. a ſum which the company hath 
not thought it expedient to raiſe, 

As the commerce between theſe kingdoms hath 
lately encreaſed, and is encreaſing, the completing 
this canal is, conſequently, an Object of equal concern 
and utility to the trading part of the whole iſland, 
and in a leſſer degree ro Ireland. The company 
might therefore be reimburſed, and diffolved ; and 
\a Work, which is not local, but a general buſineſs, be 

executed, as originally intended, at the public ex- 
pence; but ſhould this be deemed inexpedicnt, the 
ſum ſtill deficient, or any part of it, might, with no 
great inconvenience, be immediately voted. 

The dimenſions of this canal, though greatly con- 
tracted from the original defign, are much ſuperior to 
any work of the ſame nature in South Britain. The 
Engliſh canals are generally from 3 to 5 feet deep; 
20 to 40 feet wide; and the lock gates from 10 to 
12 feet; but they fully anſwer the purpoſes of inland 
carriage, from one town to another, for which alone 
they were deſigned. That, between the Forth and 
the Clyde, was happily conſtructed upon a more en- 
larged plan, becauſe the diſtance was ſhort, and the 
ſu face almoſt on a level. Its depth is ſeven feet, 
and its breadth, at the ſurface, fitty-fix feet. The 
locks are ſeventy-five feet long, and their gates twenty 
feet wide. The dittance between the entrance into 
the Clyde and Forth, is, by the Pentland Firth, 600 
miles; by the canal ſcarcely 100; all veſſels there- 
fore, not exceeding 80 or 100 tons burden, will, by 
this paſſage, ſave five hundred miles of a Navigation, 
at all times dangerous, and in winter almoſt imprac- 
ticable. The voyage by the Land's End is ſtill more 
extenſive, and in time of war doubly hazardous. 

Reſpecting the Weſt Highlands, for whoſe bene? at 
this ſubje& was chiefly introduced, the utility of 
ſhort paſſage between that country and the Eaſt 172 
need icarcely be mentioned. Hitherto the navigation 
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of the Highlands, and the petty traffic of the inhabi- 
tants, have not extended beyond the limits of Glaſ- 
gow ; but whenever theſe ſix miles ſhall be com- 
pleted, a new world will open to their view; the 
ſcene of action will be extended; veſſels of a larger 
and better conſtruction will be gradually introduced ; 
the natives will not only take and cure all the various 
fiſhes which frequent their coaſts, but alſo embark 
upon diſtant voyages, as occaſions may require, for a 


market. Thoſe men who have hitherto been excluded 


from foreign intercourſe with mankind, who have 
been left to prowl amidſt their boiſterous ſhores at 
home, will now begin to trade with the various ports 
of Scotland; with London, Holland, and the Baltic, 
where the ſupcrior goodneſs of their herrings will al- 
ways command a ſpeedy fale. 


2. Navigation between the Atlantic and Loch Fyne. 


TO render the ſouthern navigation ſtill more com- 
plete, it will be neceſſary to ſhorten the paflage from 
the Atlantic to the Clyde; or, in other words, from 
the Hebrides and Weſt Highlands to Glaſgow, 
Greenock, and other trading towns on that cele- 
brated river. The navigation of the Highlands be- 
ing greatly lengthened by head lands and other ob- 
ſtacles, which muſt be carefully avoided, we cannot 
eſtimate the voyage from Cape Wrath to Glaſgow, at 
leſs than four hundred miles, or eight hundred miles 
outward and homeward. This is a bold undertaking 
for little open boats, badly conſtructed, and ſtill worſe 
provided; and it, to the great diſtance, we conſider 
the almoſt inceſſant gales, the vaſt number of iſlands, 
lee-ſhores, rocks, ſands, and currents, attending theſe 
voyages, We may pronounce them not only long and 
tedious, bur extremely hazardous to the poor natives, 
whoſe neceſſities compel them to ſuch deſperate at- 
tempts. Nor are theſe the only difficulties which 
D 2 they 


4 89 
they have to encounter in their paſſage to Glaſgow. 
The wind which favoured their We to the Mull 
of Cantire, becomes, conſequently, adverſe after hav- 
ing doubled that cape ; they muſt then furl the fail, 
and ply at the oars, through a heayy ſea, up the 
Firth of Clyde, fometimes for ſeveral days, before 
they can reach the intended port. Having diſpoſed 
of their ſmall affortment of bark, ſkins, wool, and 
dried fiſh; they have, in their return, to combat the 
ſame nd of difficulties, toil, and danger; the whole 
trip employing four men, from three to five weeks. 
This traffic, however inſignificant, is ſuſpended dur- 
ing the winter ſeaſon; the navigation becomes then 
impracticable for open boats, and the people, as hath 
been already obſerved, are ſhut out from all inter- 
courſe with the ſeats of induſtry, population and af- 
fluence. Such is the commerce and navigation of a 
people inhabiring the richeſt, and moſt improveable 
ſhores in the Britiſh dominions. 

The herring fiſhery, though an object of great im- 
portance, not only to that country, but to the Weſt— 
Indies, and other dependencies abroad, labours under 
the ſame difficulties in theſe weſtern ſeas. The buſſes 
fitted out from the ports of the Clyde muſt, in their 
outward and homeward voyages, ſteer round thc 
Mull of Cantire; and, as all the hopes of the adven- 
turers depend on a ſpeedy fiſhery, and a quick ſale, 
nothing can prove more diſcouraging to that national 
ſtaple, than the hazard, the delay, the expence, and 
the uncertainty of this circumnavigation. 

In a dark, tempeſtuous night of January 1782, two 
buſſes, loaded with herrings, were wrecked, in their 
homeward paſſage from "Loch Broom, on coming 
round the peninſula of Cantire. Many lives were 
loſt; and as the crew of every veſſel have generally a 
concern in the venture, ſeveral families were at once 
deprived of husbands, fathers, and property. It 
would be endleſs to enumerate the many cataſtro- 
phes which befall theſe induſtrious people, in navi- 
gating 


3 


gating thoſe narrow ſeas, during the winter hurri— 
canes. The melancholy tales of widows and father- 
leſs children paſs unregarded, as matters of trivial 
moment; and mankind, always buſied in ſelſiſn pur- 
ſuits, have neyer deigned to carry the tidings to a 
quarter which feels for diſtreſs, and is ever diſpoſed 
to relieve it. 

Another inconvenience attending this navigation 
remains to be mentioned. It hath already been ob- 
ſerved, that though the arrival of the herrings be 
certain, yet the particular lake or bay of their ren- 
dezvous remains doubtful, until diſcovered by the 
fowls which attend the ſhoals. Sometimes the her- 


rings are diſcoyered in Loch Fyne, and- other lochs 


on this ſide of Cantire; at other times, in Loch Broom, 
or amidſt the Hebride iſlands, on the other fide. In 
either caſe, the people of the one {ide muſt ſail round 
that peninſula, before they can avail themſelves of the 


flbery on the oppoſite fide, and every boat, however 


ſmall, .muſt make a circuit, of at leaſt one hundred 
miles, before ſhe arrives at ſhores which lie parallel 
to the place from whence ſhe ſet out. Therefore, 


when all theſe circumſtances are combined and duly 


conſidered, the expediency of a ſhorter navigation be- 
tween the Atlantic and the Clyde, muſt appear obvi- 
ous to every obſerver. It is a matter not only of na- 
tional utility, but of moral obligation. Ir tonches 
the feelings of humanity, and calls loudly for imme- 


diate redreſs. 


A ſtranger from China, France, or Holland, would 
imagine that a work of ſuch importance to a com- 
mercial nation, preſented difficulties in the execution, 
which could not be removed at a leſs expence than 
ſeveral millions ſterling ;- but, how great would his 
ſurprize be, when informed, that nature had almoſt 
completed the buſineſs, leaving only an iſthmus of 
five miles between the two ſeas; that the ſurface was 
perfectly level, and that the expence of joining theſe 
waters would amount to no more than 17,000 /. 
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The place alluded to, lies between Loch Fyne and 
Loch Crinan, where a canal would open at once to 
the Atlantic ocean, the Hebrides, the whole region 
of the Welt Highlands, and the great Loch Linnhe ; 3 
whence, as ſhall be mentioned hereaſter, a communi- 
cation may be opened to Inverneſs, and the Britiſh 
ſea, in that northern diviſion of the kingdom. It 
would alſo ſhorten the paſſage from Clyde to the Ork- 
ney and Shetland Iſlands; and, for large veſſels, to 
thoſe exteniive ſhores of the Baltic, whole produce is 
ſo indiſpenſably neceſſary to the wants of every com- 
mercial ſtate. 

Thus the cutting eleven miles, including the unfi- 
niſhed part of the Glaſgow canal, would complete all 
the inland navigation that the ſouth of Scotland re- 
quires, or admits. It would anſwer every valuable 
purpoſe, in that diviſion of the kingdom, but more 
particularly to the Highlanders, who by finding them- 
ſelves brought nearer, by one hundred miles, to Glaſ- 
gow, and its communications with other parts of the 


illand, would gradually forget the grievances which 


had nearly deſolated their country. A voyage, which 
frequently takes up three weeks, would, by this eaſy 
paſſage, be performed in four or five days, with fewer 
hands, and in all ſeaſons of the year. By cutting 
off the peninſula of Cantire, the voyage would be en- 
tirely inland, and happily ſcreened, by the mountains, 
from the dreadful rempeſts of the Arlantic *. 


3. Navigation between Fort William and Inverneſs. 


_ A THIRD, or northern navigation, of very conſi- 
derable utility, claims the attention 'of the public. 
Geographers have uſually deſcribed Scotland under 


* As the weſt de of this peninſula is the great receptacle of 
herring and white fiſh, it may be ſuppoſed that a deep and wide 
canal through this narrow tract, would open a channel for thole 
88 into EN F Je and he Clyde. X 
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two natural diviſions, the countries lying ſouth of the 
Forth, and thoſe on the north ſide of that river. Thoſe 
people, however, who have perſonally examined thar 
kingdom, mult have perceived that Nature ſeems to 


point out three diviſions, the ſouth, the middle, and 


the north. 

Between the iſland of Mull and the Murray Firth, 
there is a level cr chaſm, compoled of land and wa— 
ter, which ſeparate: the mountains of the middle di— 
viſion from thoſe of the north, fo completely, that 
with very ſmall aſſiſtance from art, ſhips might pals 


between them, from lea to fea. 


On the weſt fide of this extenſive valley is the 
Linnhe Loch, penctrating above thirty-four miles 
eaſtward, and ſo capacious, that ſhips of the line 
have been moored as high as Inverlochy, now known 
by the name of Fort William. This fine ſalt-water 
lake is ſurrounded with leſſer ones, communicating, 
or which might cafily be made to communicate, with 
it, The fiſh peculiar to the Linnhe Loch are her- 
rings, white fith, ſalmon, trout, and phinocs, ſuppoled 
to be the young of what the fiſhermen call the great 
trout, weighing thirty pounds. The timber is birch 
and pine. Inveriochy was, in ancient times, a reſi— 
dence of the Scottiſh kings, and alſo a place of ſome 
trade in fiſh, ſkins, &c. From Inverlochy, eaſtward, 
is the river Lochy, iſſuing, at the diſtance of ſever, 
miles, from Loch Lochy, a beautiful ſheet of water, 
fourteen miles in length, above one in breadth, and 
thirty fathom in depth; abounding in ſalmon, trout, 
and other fiſh peculiar to freſh- water lakes; the banks 
ſhaded with natural woods. FEaſtward, at the diſtance 
of two miles of a level, ſandy ground, but withour 
any river, is Loch Oich, a narrow, deep lake, four 
miles in length; the ſhores beautifully fringed with 
woods. The waters of Loch Lochy are fometiines 
navigable for ſmall boats, and diſcharge themfelves 
into the welt ſea at Inverlochy ; thoſc ot Loch Oich, 

navigable alſo for ſmall bouts, take theif direction to- 
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wards the eaſtern ſhore; falling, at the diſtance of 
four miles, into the famous Lochneſs, a lake twenty- 
two miles in length, near two in breadth, and in 
depth from 5 to go fathoms. This lake hath ſome 


qualities peculiar to itſelf; it never freezes; and, in 


winter, It 15 covered with a ſteam or ſmoke, propor- 
tioned to the ſeverity of the weather. It even ſoftens 


the rigours of the air, and aſſiſts vegetation, particu- 


larly trees, which, on the ſouth fide, form one conti- 
nued wood of birch, aſh, and oak. Its waters are 
extremely ſavourable to the human conititution, and 
longevity. The fiſh are ſalmon, trout, pike, and 
eels. The ſurrounding woods and mountains, beſides 
{mall cattle, ſheep, and goats, are alſo frequented by 
wild animals, and fowl peculiar to the Highlands, as 
ſtags, rocs, Rares, ptarmigans, grous, and black game; 
alſo the ſcarce bird called the capercally, or cock of 
the wood. Combining all theſe circumſtances, the 
neighbourhood of Lochneſs appears to have been de- 
ſigned by Nature for population and commerce, by 
land and water. Conſiderations of ſtill greater mo- 


ment remain to be mentioned. > 


From the eaſtern extremity of this lake iſſues the 
river Neſs, gliding in a copious ſtream, through a2 
level country "of ix miles, till it falls into Loch Beau— 
lie, a capactens ſalt water lake, communicating with 
the Britith tea at Arderfier, a narrow trait, guarded 
by Fort George. From this Jake the tide flows about 
a mile up the river Neſs, which, having a ſandy bot- 
tom, can eafily be rendered navigable. This river 
may be termed the great choroughfare for ſalmon 
between the {ea and | Lochneſs; they are taken in vaſt 

ibandance by the London ſithmongers, to whom the 
liſhery is farmed, to the great pr ejudice of the na- 
tives. The waters of the Beaulic are {til more valua- 
bie. To the fiſh peculiar to inland lakes, are added 
the various riches of the ocean, particularly a ſmal! 
but vell-lavounred ſpecies of herrings, which the 1n- 
habitants capture at pleaſure, with very little trouble 
Vi CN Pence. 
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The whole line of communication from the ſound 


of Mull to Inverneſs, compriſes an extent of ninety- 
three miles, and is thus compoſed of land and water, 


viz. 


Linnhe Loch, 24] River Lochy, 7 

Loch Lochy, — 14 Oich, 4 
Oich, 4 — — Neſs, 6 
Neſs, — 2 as 
| | 17 

Land, from Loch Lochy to Loch Oich; the le- 

vej 14 feet above the flood mark at Inverneſs | 

Lakes, 74 

Rivers, 17 

Land, 

93 


Thus, by cutting two miles of land, and deepen— 
ing ſeventeen miles of almoſt navigable rivers, a di- 
rect communication may be opened between the two 
ſeas; ſo favourable is Nature, even amidſt the wilds 
of the north Highlands, to provincial improvement, 
and national utility. In no part of the Highlands 
hath the ſpirit of emigration been more ſeverely felt 
by the landholders; and, unleſs ſome inducement 
ſhall be held out to theſe Gſcancranted natives, that 
great diviſion of the kingdom will ſoon be deſolated. 

Nor is it the Highlands only that require the aid 
of a communication between the two ſeas. The cli- 
mate, along the banks of the Murray Firth, is ſoft, 
and the ſoil excellent, as appears from the exports of 
grain and meal to Glaſgow, and other trading towns 
of the ſouth. This country hath alſo many conſider- 
able woods, much iron ore, and ſome lead. The ſea 
is bountiful in white fiſh, herrings, and ſalmon; but 
theſe ſhores, though thus abounding in the neceſſaries 
of life, labour under a natural misfortune which no 
human efforts can remove. A ridge of hills, called 
the Grawpian Mountains, forms an almoſt impaſſable 
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chain from Loch Lomond to near Aberdeen. This 
crofling the kingdom, from ſea to ſea, cuts off the 
northern counties from all inland communication with 
the ſouth, during the winter; nor do the narrow, ſteep 
paſſes admit the carriage of goods, even in ſummer. 
All mercaatile intercourſe muſt therefore be car- 
ried on by water carriage oply; and even this mode 
or conveyance is limited to the eaſt ſide of the iſland, 
as Edinburgh, London, and of late to Glaſgow, by 
means of the canal from the river Forth to, nearly, 
that city. The only communication, which the inhabi- 


rants of theſe northern ſhores can have with the weſt 


ſide of the ifland, muſt be by the dangerous naviga- 
tion of the Pentland Firth; a paſſage which they ſel- 

dom attempt. The propoſed canal would prove an 
effectual remedy againſt this inconvenience, by open- 
ing a ſhort and fafe paſſage to the weſt Highlands, 
the Hebrides, the Clyde, Liverpool, Briſtol, and the 
whole kingdom of Ireland. Inverneſs, which is well 
{ituated for commerce, would become the emporium 
of the north, a centrical port between the two ſeas, 
giving employment to the induſtrious, and diffuſing 
univerſal comfort amongſt a people whole patience is 
completely exhauſted. 

In cloſing this ſubje& it may be proper to remark, 

that the three canals, here recommended, would open 
a circumnavigation, Within the heart of the kingdom, 
to the unſpeakable benefit of commerce, and the 
fiſheries. A veſſel ſetting out from Inverneſs to Edin- 


. burgh, and the eaſt fide of the iſland, might return 


by Glaſgow, the Hebrides, and ather parts, on the 
welt fide, and ſo vice verſa, as might ſeem moſt bene- 
ficial to the parties concerned. 

This inland navigation, amounting to about 500 
miles, would include almoſt the whole trading part of 
the kingdom; a circumſtance which requires the moſt 


ſerious attention; and the more ſo, when we conſider 


with what facility it might be accompliſhed, and the 
ſmallneſs of the expence, compared to the ſolid and 
permanent 
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permanent advantages to the Highlanders in particu- 
lar, and to the trade of theſe kingdoms in general, as 
will further appear by the following eſtimates : 


By completing ſix miles of the canal between 
the Forth and Clyde, by which veſſels un— 


der 100 tuns would ſave near 500 miles, 8 
and elude all privateers, 

By cutting two miles of land, and deepening 
ſeventeen miles of rivers, between Fort 
William and Inverneſs, which would ſave f 92220? 


200 miles, 
By cutting five miles between Loch Crinan 
17,000 


and Loch Fyne, which would ſave 100 
miles, 


Expence Fs 127,000 
Land ta be cut, 


1 3 : 
Rivers deepened, 5 Navigation ſaved, $00 mules. 


ER ws 

The accumulated loſs ſuſtained by the tedious and 
hazardous paſſage round the Pentland Firth, in de- 
lays, damages at fea, ſhipwrecks, captures, extra freight, 
and inſurance, amounts in one year only, to more than 
would complete the above works of general utility ; 
and, if to this we add the great object of relieving the 
diſtreſſes of 400,000 people, of bringing them into the 
line of action, and of opening new ſources of wealth 
and commerce within our own iſland, it is matter of 
aſtoniſhment that theſe works have not been com- 
pleted long ago. 


A Review of the Herring Fiſheries, 


THE whole coaſt of Scotland may be conſidered as 
one continued fiſhery ; diſtinguiſhed however by va- 
rious names: 

I. The 
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i, The weſtern, or Loch Broom fiſhery. 
2. The northern, or the Orkney and Shetland 


ſh: ry. 
That on the eaſt fide of the kingdom. 


The Meſtern, or Loch Broom Fiſhery. 


The arguments already advanced reſpecting the 
Zittreſſes of the Highlands, from the want of towns, 
markets and granaries, will acquire conſiderable force 
from the following review of the herring fiſhery, the 
diſcouragements under which it labours, and the pite- 
205 ſituation of thoſe who are under the neceſſity of 
following it, in the preſent negleQed {tate of theſe 
townleſs thores. 

The weſt of Scotland preſents a coaſt, taken in a 
direct line, from the Mull of Cantire to Cape Wrath, 
of 250 miles; and, if to that extent, we add the head 
lands, the ſhores along the bays, and lakes, by which 
it is every where indented, and frequently to the depth 
of twenty or thirty miles within land, we may ſafely 
eſtimate the whole at more than 2000 miles. But it 
is to be obſerved that the ſhores of this diſtrict are 
not confined to the mainland only. The Hebride 
iſles, which are zoo in number, and ſome of them 
above 40 miles in length, cover the whole weſtern 
continent, from one end to the other; and, conſe- 
quently, preſent a double coaſt; beſides the numer- 
ous ſeas formed by the irregular diſtances and direc- 
tions in Which the iſlands lie, If, therefore, we were 
to particularize the circumnavigation of each reſpec- 
tive ifland, with its bays and lakes, and ſum up, in 
one view, the whole extent of rhoſe ſeas, deſtined by 
nature for valuable fiſheries, it would be found to 
exceed the whole coaſt of the European continent, 
from the Baltic to the Mediterranean, 

Hlitherio this boundleſs ſource of national wealth 
hath been conducted under ſuch diſtreſſing circum- 
ſtances as are ſhocking to humanity. The ſummer 


fiſhery 
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fiſhery is tolerable, but nothing can equal the horrors 
of the winter's ſcene. The buſſes ſet out in October, 
and have to cruize throughout this vaſt Archipelago, 
amidſt ſtorms, or heavy gales, till the ſhoals have 

een diſcovered, frequently at the diſtance of more 
than 200 miles from the places whence the veſſels 
took their departure; and, however incredible it may 
appear, the buſles are accompanied, in all theſe dan- 
gers and dificuities, by the poor natives in their little 
open boats, though barely able to Keep upon the 
farface of the waves. 

The fiſhery is performed in the night time, by the 
boats belonging to the reſpective veilels, and the na- 
tives : the ſucceſs is generally proportioned to the 
roughnels of the ſea. The herrings are commonlu 
found amongſt the bays, or lakes, whoſe barren and 
thinly inhabited ſhores afford no comfort, either to 
the weary, or the ſick. The ſituation of thoſe who 
are employed on ſhore, in gutting the herrings, fo: 
the ſmall pittance of three halfpence per barrel, 18, 
if poſſible, ſtill more calamitous. This branch is per- 
formed by women and children, who travel thither, 
in all inclemencies of weather, carrying on their backs 
the infants, the meal, the kettle, and other little 
matters, which the townleſs coaſt does not afford. 
They, moſt generally, enter upon the cold buſineſs 
without any ſhelter for rhemſelves, or their infants ; 
without even a change in diet, from their arrival, 
till their departure. Here are ſeldom any lodgings 
for the lick, or the dying. The heath, the caverns, 
or the woody ſhores, are their bed; the ſnow, or the 
hoary froſt, their covering. 

Theſe circumſtances are not only diſtreſſing to the 
people, but highly prejudicial to the fiſheries, which 
are now on the decline, and will, in all probability, 
dwindle to a meer name, unleſs ſpeedy, effectual mea- 
ſures ſhall be taken to remove impediments, and to 
meliorate diſtreſſes which reflect diſhonour upon the 
boaſted humanity of Britain. 


The 
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The expence in purchaſing and fitting out the 
buſles, agreeable to the act of parliament, is very con- 
fiderable. Every veſſel of eighty tuns ought to have 
eighteen men, three boats, 20,000 yards of netting, 
144 barrels of ſalt, beſides empty caſks, and ſtores for 
a three months voyage. The captain and mariners 
generally engroſs the principal ſhares of the venture, 
on which they ſtretch their credit to the utmoſt limits. 
Should the enterprize fail, throngh want of ſucceſs, 
thipwreck, a bad market, or any other cauſe, the loſs 
is ſeverely felt, not only by thoſe who were immedi- 
ately concerned in the undertaking, but alſo by their 
friends and neighbours, who aſſiſted in fitting them 
out, in the hopes of a fucceisful fiſhery, to the mutual 
advantage of all parties. 

Such being the expence and precarious ſtate of 
the herring fiſhery, government, to encourage this 
nurſery for ſeamen, granted a bounty, of fifty {hil- 
lings per tun, to al] adventurers, from both kingdoms. 
While the bounty was regularly paid, the fiſhery was 
carried on with ſpirit, and promiſed the moſt ſolid 
benefits to the public, as well as individuals. But 
theſe agreeable proſpects were of ſhort duration. 
The bouary fell into. arrears, and was withheld from 
year to year, till at length the payment of it, even 
at any diſtant time, became matter of doubt. Mean- 
while, that uſeful body of men, who had embarked 
in theſe expenſive undertakings upon the faith of par- 
liament, unable any longer to pacity their creditors, 
found themſelves reduced to the ſad alternative of a 
jail, or, of flying to a country, which is deſtined to 
become the refuge, and aſylum, of the unfortunate, 
the injured, and the oppreſſed, from all parts of thele 
kingdoms, and of Europe. 

The bounty thus injudiciouſly withheld, was after- 
wards reduced to thirty ſhillings per tun, but on 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of its being regularly paid, 
when due. It was fo for a time, when the fiſnery 
gradually revived, and bade fair to arrive at a greater 

height 
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height than in any former period. Theſe favourable 


appearances were again checked through the non- 
payment of the bounty; the credulous adventurers 


were glad to fell out at thirty or forty per cent. loſs ; 


and a fiſhery which, ſome years ago, employed near 
300 bufles, beſides ſome thouſand Highlanders in 
their {mall boats, did not in 1782 employ fifty veſ- 
ſels, throughout the whole weſtern coaſt of Scotland, 
and the Hebrides. 

In addition to theſe diſcouraging circumſtances, the 
ſalt uſed in curing the herrings for home confump- 
tion is liable to a duty, and even the hoops, brought 
from Holland, are not exempted; ſo that, upon the 
whole, government gives with one hand, and takes 
with the other. But this is not all; its gifts, from 
the injudicious delays in payment, inſtead of promot- 
ing the fiſheries, not ouly defeat that important object, 
but contribute to deprive the country of its valuable 
ſubjects, whom it firſt ruins, and afterwards drives to 
foreign parts. 

Still more inzudicious is the diſtinftion made be- 
tween Britiſh herrings ſold to Ireland for re-exporta- 
tion, and thoſe for the home conſumption of that 
kingdom. The latter is ſubject to a duty, which, 
though ſmall, amounts to an embargo, becaule the 
Iriſh having a fiſhery of their own, free (as the 
country which they habit) from all impoſitions, and 
encouraged by their parliameut, will never purchaſe 
herrings at a Britiſh market, except in years when 
theſe fiſh do not viſit their coaſts. Of the herrings 
exported from Ireland, it may be proper to remark 
that their barre! contains twenty-eight gallons only, 
whereas the Britiſh muſt hold thirty-rwo, under a 
penalty. 

Reſpecting the natives who aſſiſt in completing the 
cargoes of the buſſes, it is to be obſerved that each 
boar contains four men, whoſe joint ſtock is far too 
ſcanty for the expence of ſails, ropes, nets, &c. When 

the 
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the fiſhery happens to be ſucceſsful, they are ena- 
bled to carry a ſmall pittance home to their teſpective 
families, beſides diſcharging the debts contracted in 
fitting out. But when the fiſhery proves unſucceſs— 
ful, or barely ſufficient to keep them in neceſſaries, it 
is eaſier to conceive than relate, the general diſtreſs 
of whole diſtrifts. A boat arrives with the melan— 
choly tidings of the general failure; of the violence of 
the ſtorms, and the lives which have been loſt. R 
port, which never ſleeps, flies over the mountains, 
moraſles, lakes, and torrents, till it hath filled every 
breaſt with agony for paſt misfortunes, and gloomy 
apprehenſions of new diſaſters. 

The fiſhermen, after having combated the fury of 
contending elements; after having, in their wander- 
ings from ſea to ſea, ſurmounted all the fatigues of a 
winter's navigation, direct their courſe homewards : 
they haul their ſhattered boats on ſhore; lodge the 
nets and tackling ; and returning, emaciated, and wore 
out, to their families, they confirm, by dejected looks 
and empty pockets, the unwelcome news ; while the 
conſideration of debts recently contracted, and which 
they are utterly unable to pay, gives additional poig- 
nancy to the anguiſh of their minds. 

Were there any towns, or any encouragement for 
labour, on theſe ſhores, an occaſional failure in the 
fiſheries, might be repaired by induſtry, and the family 
kept together; but in the preſent ſtate of that coun- 


try, the man who is unſucceſsful, for one ſeaſon only, 


is undone. . 5 

If this repreſentation be juſt; if the endleſs diſ- 
treſles of theſe our countrymen and fellow ſubjects, 
can impreſs the minds of a great, a juſt, and a gener- 
ous nation, this buſineſs will be taken into contidera- 
tion, and a ſmall gratuity or bounty to every boat, 
immediately granted. Theſe boats may be regiſtered, 
and put under ſuch regulations as the legiſlature ſhall 
judge moſt expedient for the general benefit of the 


ſtate. By ſuch mœaſures this uſeful claſs of men will 
be 
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be induced to remain in their native country ; the 
number of ſeamen will be increaſed, and exactly aſ- 
certained ; a grateful, high-ſpirited people, proud of 
the attention thus paid them, will, in all times of 
national diſtreſs or danger, be eager to ruſh upon the 
mouths of cannon, in defence of our empire, conſti- 
tution, liberties and commerce. 


The Orkney and Shetland Fiſheries. 


BUT all the various diſcouragements, above enu- 
merated, are trivial, when compared to the national 
loſs, ſaſtained by our permitting the Dutch, French, 
Hamburghers, and other foreigners to engroſs the 
greateſt part of the Orkney and Shetland fiſheries. 

It is recorded, in the Batavian annals, that the 
Scots fold their herrings to the inhabitants of the 
Netherlands, as early as the ninth century. This 
traffic laid the foundation of a commercial alliance 


between both countries, which ſubſiſted, to their mu- 


tual advantage, during many ages, but is at preſent 
of very little conſequence. Hiſtory gives us no light 
reſpecting the origin of the Dutch fiſheries, which 
have, in latter times, been permitted on the coaſts of 
Scotland, ſo very prejudicial to the commercial inte- 
reſts of that country. Suffice it therefore to obſerve, 
that in the eſtimates handed down by Sir Walter 
Raleigh, Sir William Monſon, and other navigators 
of the laſt century, this fiſhery had then arrived at a 
height which almoſt exceeds credibility. Sir Wal— 
ter Raleigh relates,“ That, in 1603, the Dutch ſold 
to different nations as many herrings as amounted to 
1,759,000 pounds ſterling. That, in 1615, they at 
once ſent out 2000 buſſes, and employed in them 
37,000 fiſhermen. That, in 1618, they ſent our 
3000 buſſes, with 50, ooo men, to take the herrings, 
and gooo more velſlels ro tranſport and ſell the fiſh ; 
which, by ſea and land, employed 1 50,000 men, be- 
ſides 
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ſides thoſe firſt mentioned. All this wealth, fays he, 
was gotten on our coaſts ; while our attention was 
taken up in a diſtant whale fiſhery.” 
Sir William Monſon, after taking a review of the 
vaſt commerce carried on by the Dutch, which he 
aſcribes chiefly to their fiſheries, proceeds thus ; 
** There needs no repetition of any former relation; 
for truth has ſpoke it, which is ſo glorious of herſelf, 
that it needs no ſhade to give it better gloſs: in what 
follows | wilt demonſtrate by the particular proceed- 
ings of the Hollanders, in their pinks and buſſes, 
what certain gain they yearly raiſe out of them; and 
when experience, the mother of knowledge, ſhall 
make it apparent to you, I hope you will remember 
1 what you are, and how eaſy you may make your- 
. ſelves and country by it. 
„ I confeſs this fiſhing is a buſineſs I have taken 
| into conſideration, My lord of Northampton, if he 
were now living, was able to witneſs how much it was 
ſollicited and defired by me, and no leſs wiſhed and 
deſired by his lordſhip. But by the death of my 
lord, it reſted unthought on by me, till the late duke 
of Richmond revived it, and importuned me once 
more to it. His death in the like manner made it. 
die, till his majeſty (Charles I.) of late, out of his 
princely care for the good of his loving ſubjects, for 
| the renown of his kingdoms, and defire of the unity 
i and equal benefit of his two realms of England and 
Scotland, took more than an ordinary care how to 
effect it, well beſeeming ſo bleſſed and benign a 
prince: and now I will deſcend to the particulars of 
the Hollanders buſſes, as well in their taking her- 
rings, as cod, and ling, and the ſeaſons of the year 
for both. 
+; From the Texel in Holland to Braſound in Shet- 
1 land, an iſland belonging to his majeſty's dominions 
| in Scotland, is two hundred thirty and odd leagues, 
3 whither there reſort the 22d or 23d of June well nigh 
Fi 20 coco fiſhing veſſels. The 24th they put to ſea, being 
prohibited 
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E till that day, o a . penalty upon the 
reaker thereof, holding the herrings till then unſea- 
ſonable to ſalt for their fatneſs. 

Every one of theſe veſſels that day directs its 
courſe to find out the ſhoal of herrings, like a hound 
that purſues the head of a deer in hunting : when 
they have laden their buſſes, which is ſooner or later, 
as they find the ſhoal of herrings, they preſently re- 
turn home for Holland, and leave their herrings 
alhore to be there repacked, and from rhence imme- 
diately to be ſent into the Sound | the Baltic], where 
they receive them for a great dainty. 

The buſſes having thus disburthened themſelves 
in Holland, once more furniſhed with victuals, caſks 
and ſalt, they repair to ſea to look out the thoal they 
had formerly left; and then finding them, and filling 
them once again, they do as they did betore, return 


to Holland. 


“Nor thus ceaſing, the third time they repair to 
the ſhoal, as aforeſaid; and in their three fiſhings, 
computing with the leaſt, they take to the number of 
100 laſts of herrings, which being valued at ten 
pounds the laſt, which is not ſeventeen ſhillings a 
barrel, will amount to 1000 pounds ſterling eacli 
ſhip. 

« Many times this fiſhing fleet is attended with cer- 
tain veſſels called yawgers, which carry ſalt, caſk, and 
victuals, to truck with the buſſes for their herrings, 
and carry them directly into the Sound, without re- 
turning into Holland; for it is a matter of great con- 
ſequence and gain, to bring the firſt herrings into the 
Sound; for there they are eſteemed as partridges 
with us, at their firſt coming: but now of late years 
the Hollanders are prohibited by the ſtate, carrying 
or trucking away their herrings, till they firſt land 
them in Holland; which will prove the more com- 


modious to us.“ 


Sir William proceeds next, to ſtate the expence of 


a buſs of ſeventy tons from the ſtocks, with the price 
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1 
of her nets, tackling, ſalt, victuals, caſks, mens wages, 
and other particalarsz likewiſe, of a pink of forty 
tons, for the white fiſhery, He alſo draws a compa- 
riſen between the Weſt India trade and the Britiſh 
fiſheries, wherein he uſes various arguments to prove, 
that the latter branch is, upon the whole, more im- 
portant than the former, and merits the firſt atten- 
tion of the Britiſh government. * You will wonder, 
ſays he, being born a ſubje& of England, and caſt- 
ing your eyes upon the gainful ſoil of the land, that 
you never conceived what the fea afforded: I confeſs 
it were impoſſible for you to live in that ignorance, 
if it did not appear by the enfuing diſcourſe, how 
you, your country, and eſpecially the princes of theſe 
real:ns, have been abuſed, and the profit thereof con- 
cealed. 
What better light can we have for this work, 
than from our nearett and intimateſt friends the Hol- 
landers? who, by their long travels, their exceſſive 
Pains, their 1 ingenious inventions, their incomparable 
induſtry, and provident care, have exceeded all other 
nations in their adventures and commerce, and made 
all the world familiar with them in traffic; whereb 
we may juſtly attribute to them, what the Chineſe 
aſſumed to themſelves, that only they have two eyes, 
the Europeans but one, and all the reſt of the world 
none. How can this better appear than out of their 
labours and our fiſh only? 

«© They have encreaſed the number of veſſels ; 
they have ſupplied the world with food, which other- 
wiſe would have found a ſcarcity; they have advanced 
trade ſo abundantly, that the wealth of ſubjects and 
the cuſtoms of princes have found the benefit of it; 
and laſtly, they have thus provided for themſelves, 
and all people of all forts, though they be impotent 
and lame, that want employment, or that are forced 
to ſeek work for their maintenance. | 

And becauſe their quantity of fiſh is not to be 
vended 1 in their own provinces, but to be diſperſed 1 in 

all 
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all parts of Europe, I will give you an account of it, 
as it has been carefully obſerved and taken out of 
the cuſtomhouſe books beyond the ſeas. | 

“In four provinces within the Sound, viz. Ko- 
ningsberg, Melvin, Stetin, and Dantzick, there is 
vended in a year betwixt 30 and 40,000 laſt of her- 
rings; which will amount to more than 620,009 
pounds; and we none. | 
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Leiſland, Rie, Re- 
gel, Narpe, and other towns within the Sound, take 
off above 10,000 laſts, worth 160,000 pounds. 
The Hollanders ſend into Ruſſia above 1500 
laſts of herrings, ſold at 27,000 pounds; and we not 
above thirty or forty laſts. 

“ Stode, Hamburgh, Bremen, Embden, and upon 
the river Elbe, in fiſh and herrings, above 6000 laſts, 
told at 100,000 pounds; and we none. 

6 Cleveland, Juliers, up the river Rhine, Frank- 
fort, Cologne, and over all Germany, in fiſh and 
herrings near 22,000 laſts, amounting to 440, ooo 
pounds ; and we none. _ | 

Gelderland, Artois, Hainhaut, Brabant, Flan- 
ders, and the Archduke's countries, 8 or gooo laſts, 
fold at eighteen pounds the laſt, amounts to 160, ooo 
pounds; and we none. 

“ At Roan in Normandy, 500 lafts of herrings, 
ſold at 10,000 pounds; and we not 100 laſts; there 
commonly fold for twenty, and ſometimes thirty 
pounds a laſt. 

* Beſides what they ſpend in Holland, and fe 
there to other nations, the value of many hundred 
thouſand pounds, | 

% Now having perfected the valuation of the Hol- 
Janders fiſh, caught in our ſeas, and vended into fo- 
reign countries, our ſhame will manifeſtly appear, 
that of ſo many thouſand laſts of fiſh, and fo many 
hundred thouſand pounds in money made by them; 
we cannot give account of 150 laſts taken and vend- 


ed by us. 
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The Hollanders are no leſs to be commended, in 
the benefit they make of the return of their fiſh; 
for what commodity ſoever any country yields in lieu 
thereof, they tranſport in their own veſſels into Hol- 
land, where they have a continual ſtaple of all com- 
modities brought out of the ſouth, from thence ſent 
into the north and the eaſt countries: the like they 
do from out of the north into the ſouth, their ſhips 
continually going and bringing ineſtimable OR; 
like a weaver's ſhuttle, he caſts from one hand to 
another, ever in action, till his gain appear in the 
cloth he makes. 

* But the greateſt navigation of theirs, and of moſt 
importance to their ſtate, for maintenance of ſhips of 
burthen and ſtrength, is into the Streights, from the 
port of Marſeilles, along the coaſt as far as Venice. 
During theſe eighteen years laſt paſt they have fo in- 
creaſed their navigation, whereas before they had not 
above two ſhips to five of ours within the Streights, 
within the ſaid eighteen years they are able to ſhew 
ten of theirs to one of ours, and merely by the 245 
of fiſh; for true it is, that there is no commodit 
the world of ſo great bulk and ſmall value, or he 
can ſet ſo many ſhips of burthen to work. 

« The principal work I am at, is how to under- 
take the Hollanders with our own weapons, and how 
to equal them with pinks, buſles, and other veſſels, 
till we be made partners with them in their fiſhing ; 
not by hoſtility, or uncivil uſage, nor to deprive them 
by his majeſty's prerogativ e, which the law of na- 
tions allows us; or out of envy to their labours; or 
to revenge diſcourteſies: only we will ſeek to do what 
nature dictates, viz. to enjoy, and make uſe of our. 0wn, 
by the countenance of our bleſſed, king, that in jul. 
_ tice gives all people their right and due. 

« I preſent you not with toys to pleaſe children, 
or with ſhadows of untruths ; for I know truth to be 
ſo noble of itſelf, that it makes him honourable that 

ronounces it; and that ap honeſt man will rather 
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bear witneſs againſt friendſhip than truth. I have 
made it appear with what facility the Hollanders go 
through with the golden mine of theirs, which they 
ſo term in their proclamation extant : I make proof 
that their buſſes and pinks are built to take fiſh; that 
they fill themſelves thrice a ſummer with fiſh ; that 
this fiſh is vended and eſteemed as a precious food 
in all the parts of Europe; and that the return there- 
of gives them means to live and breath; * 
which they could not. 

It is manifeſt that fiſh has brought them to a 
great ſtrength both by land and fea, and fame withal, 
in maintaining their inteſtine war againſt fo great and 
potent an enemy as the king of Spain. 

* And if all theſe benefits appear in them, and no- 
thing but ſhame and ſcorn in us, let us enter into the 
cauſe thereof, and ſeek to amend it ; let us labour to 
follow their example, which is better than a ſchool- 
maſter to teach us. Nothing is our bane but idle- 
neſs, which ingenders ignorance, and ignorance error; 
all which we may be taxed with; for to a ſlothful 
man nothing is ſo eaſy, but it will prove difficult, if 
it be not done willingly. 

« There are but two things required i in this work ; 
that is to ſay, a will to undertake it, and money to go 
through with it, which being found, we will place 
charity to begin at home with ourſelves, before we 
yield it to our neighbours; and then this bufineſs will 
appear to be effected with more benefit, more ſtrength, 
more renown, more happineſs, and leſs expence, than 
Hollanders have or can go through withal. Time is 
the moſt precious experience; and you ſhall find that 
time will cure our carelefſneſs paſt, that reaſon could 
not hitherto do. 

« The inſtruments by which the Hollapders work, 
are their veſſels of ſeveral kinds, as I have declared, 
not produced out of their own country; fox it yields 
nothing to further it, but their own pains and labour. 

4 «© Their 
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c Their wood, timber, and planks to build ſhips, 
they fetch out of divers other places; and yet are 
theſe no more available to undertake their filking and 
navigation, than weapons are without hands to fight. 
Their iron, hemp, cordage, barrel boards, bread, and 
malt, they are beholding for to ſevera] countries 
and if at any time out of diſpleaſure they be prohi- 
bited the tranſportation, they are to ſeek a new occu- 
pation, for the ſlate fails. 

% Comparing their caſualties and inconveniencies 
with ours, you ſhal] diſcern the advantage and benefit 
God has given us, in reſpe& of them; for all the 
matertals formerly repeated, that go to their ſhipping, 
England yields moſt of them, or in little time the 
earth will be made to produce them in abundance; ſo 
that we ſhall not need to ſtand upon the courteſy of 
. our neighbours, or to venture the hazard of the ſea 
in fetching them. 

« Wheieas all manner of people, of what degree 
ſoever in Holland, have commonly a ſhare, according 
to their abilities, in this fiſhing; and that the only 
exception amongſt ourſelves, is the want of money to 
undertake it, you ſhall underſtand how God and Na- 
ture have provided for us; for I will apparently an- 
ſwer the objection of money, and caſt it upon the 
fluggiſhneſs and ill diſpoſition of our people, who it 
they will take away the cauſe of this imputation, they 
| ſhall take away the offence due to it, and by which 
we are ſcandilized. 

In the objection of lack of money to ſet on foot 
this work, it would ſeem ridiculous to ſtrangers that 
behold the wealth and glory of this kingdom, with 
the ſumptuous buildings, the coſtly inſide of houſes, 
the maſs of plate to deck them, the daily hoſpitality 
and number of ſervants to honour their maſters, and 
their charitable alms diſt ributed out of their ſuper- 
fluities. And to deſcend to people in particular, if 
they behold the bravery of apparel vainly ſpent, the 
rick and curious jewels to adorn their bodies, 8 
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the needleſs expences yearly waſted, they would con- 
clude, that it was not want, but will, that muſt be 
our impediment.” 

After enumerating the various natural productions 
raiſed in England favourable to the fiſheries, Sir 
William enforces his favourite theme, by ſundry 
nautical remarks, all of them proving, beyond a 
doubt, the ſuperior advantages which the natives 
enjoy from their local ſituation ; and the valt riches, 
which are yet in ſtore, from this inexhauſtible ſource, 
to all Britiſh ſubjects, who ſhall ſearch after them. 

He deſcribes the various qualities of ſalt moſt pro- 
per for the fiſheries, made on the coaſt of Europe 
and Africa. And, ſays he, for ſuch ſalt as ſhall 
be uſed in the Lewis (one of the Hebride iſlands) 
there is no place lies more convenient, for the mak- 
ing of ſalt of any kind, than in that iſland, the ſea 
having an extraordinary faltneſs, and the country af- 
fording ſo great plenty of fuel *. 

„ The Engliſh and Scottiſh fiſhermen that ſhall uſe 
that fiſhing, ſhall find as great, and as extraordinary 
profit and gain, by receiving their ſalt at the iſland 
when they ſhall there arrive, as the freight of their 
ſhips will come to; for whereas they uſe now to 
bring in their ſhip the belt part of their lading in falt, 
finding their ſalt made ready to their hands, inſtead 
of ſalt, they ſhall lade themſelves with casks, and 
other things wanting for their uſe.” 1 

Nature having thus beſtowed the herring fiſhery 
on the Scottiſh ſhores, as an equivalent for her ſcanty 
diſpenſations in ſoil and climate, it is but fair, that 
the inhabitants ſhould be permitted the full enjoy- 
ment thereof ; or, at leaſt, ſome excluſive privileges, 
by which they may not only arrive much earlier at 


* This is not the caſe at preſent, unleſs he means turf. To the 
ſcarcity of timber in thoſe iſlands, is added an impolitie duty on 
coals carried thither from the Clyde, a grievance which requires 
immediate redreſs. 

forcign 


18 


foreign markets than the Dutch, but alſo be enabled 
to ſell their cargoes ſomewhat cheaper. 

Many have been the conjectures why foreigners are 
indulged with the monopoly of this fiſhery, but no 
perſon hath yet been able to advance an argument in 
tavour of it. To ſuffer our own people to ſtarve, 
emigrate, and deſolate the country, through want of 
employment, by thus permitting ſtrangers to ſeize 
the proviſions, and means of commerce, which nature 
deſigned for the natives only, is one of thoſe para- 
doxes in politics, ſo peculiar to the preſent age, 
and which will remain inexplicable. till the end of 
time. 

© All the ſhoals (ſays an anonymous author) ap- 
pointed by the immutable decree, to poſſeſs the firths 
and bays on the eaſt ſhore of Britain come into the 
German ſea by the eaſt [de of Shetland, and that not 
many leagues from the ſhore ; as thoſe appointed to 
fpawn in our north and weſt bays of Scotland, which 
are much the greater numbers, ſwim by the weſt fide 
of it. 8 

<« But theſe natives of our Scots bays in the German 
fea ſwim cloſe by the ſhore, which is the reaſon they 
cannot eſcape, and are ſo broken, that they never 
come in confirmed ſhoals, or great bodies, to their 
ſpawning beds, any year the Dutch can conſtantly 
keep at fea the months of June and July. For how 
is it poſſible to eſcape 5 or 600 miles of nets that 
every night ftrains every foot length of water five or 
fix leagues from the ſhore ? 

Every Dutch buſs has a large mile length of 
very deep nets dragging after him every night from 
ſun-ſet to ſun-riſing. I here are about 6 or 700 of 
them come now generally out; the conſtant ſtation of 
all theſe is the eaſt coaſt of Shetland; they never go 
further than four or five leagues from the ſhore, yea 
J have ſeen them fiſh within half a league. The 
nearer the ſhore, ſo that there is water deep enough 
fo keep their nets ſrom the bottom, they fiſh the bet- 


ter: for the herrings that make their courſe to by 
cat 
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eaſt coaſt ſwim cloſe by the ſhore: for no compaſs 


more juſtly directs the ſhip to her port, than the 


leaders of that Anmnerast army of herring guides 
their body to the particular bay or firth natural to 
them, and they directly make for. 

« They many years make two or three loaded re- 
turns; and this laſt ſummer (1728) though our few 
buſſes came home almoſt empty, I am credibly in- 
formed, the Dutch, after ours came away, carried 
two or three freights home, though it is certain the 
ſtormineſs of the ſummer hindered their fiſhing the 
true right herring on the coaſts of Shetland; but the 
latter end of the year, by their good patience, they 
ſtaid out the bad weather, and though rhey did not 
fiſh the good fat herring they commonly uſed, in the 
Proper ſtation for ſuch herring, they followed the 
herring, picked up their loadings of ſpent big-belly'd 
ones on the coaſts of Caithneſs, Buchan, Bamff, and 


all the Murray Firth. Any was better than going 


home empty handed. 

* It was happy for our ſhallow waters, or firth- 
fiſhing, the ſummer was ſo bad, that the Dutch 
could not fiſh on the eaſt coaſt of Shetland, to take, 
break, or divert the ſhoals, that by the command, and 
unalterable decree of the firſt omnipotent fat, are 
appointed conſtantly to keep that very rout, to come 
to our ſhores and propagate their kinds. For, ſince 
the French in Queen Anne's reign, burnt 5 or 600 
Dutch buſſes in one day, we had not ſo many her- 
Tings in our firths and bays on the caſt coaſt of Scot- 
land, as we had this year. 

Beſides the detriment to the Britiſh fiſhery as above 


related, and frequently mal-treating the natives, the 


Dutch, by means of their univerſal correſpondence, 
are enabled to foreſtal the European markets even 
before the herrings are taken, a circumſtance which 
will, unavoidably, retard the progreſs of the native 


fiſhery, notwithſtanding every effort of government 


in ſuppott of it. Of this we have an-inſtance in the 
® ie $3741] when the herrings exported from Glaſ- 
< 1 gow, 
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gow, and the ports of Clyde, to Ireland, America, 
the Weſt Indies, and elſewhere, amounted to 14,818 
barrels only. Thoſe exported from the north, and 
eaſtern ſhores of Scotland were {till leſs connderable. 
But fo ſoon as foreigners are prohibited this fiſhery, 
or ſubjected to certain regulations, ſo ſoon will our 
own pcople export, poſſibly, to the amount of 3 or 
400,000 barrels of red and pickled herrings an- 
nually; the good effects of which, will even reach 
the capital, and every manufacturing town in Eng- 
land, by the demands for goods, to ſupply the wants 
of an active people thus enriched. 

Of late years the Dutch herring fiſhery hath been 
on the decline, in theſe ſeas. This is partly owing 
to the great increaſe of commerce and wealth, amongſt 
that people, and partly :o the want of markets, ari- 
ſing from the rivalſhip of the Swedes, Norwegians, 
Danes, Hamburghers, &c. who now frequent the 
Scottiſh ſeas, and are equally expert in curing, as 
the Dutch. The tiſhery, though the hands be changed, 
remains invariably the ſame, to all thoſe who chouſe 
10 reſort thither. It is an inexhauſtible mine of 
wealth, ſufficient to enrich a conſiderable part of the 
Scottiſh nation, beſides the giving employment, as in 
Holland, to people of thirty different profeſſions. 

The filheries are the natural, and moſt permanent 
exports of Scotland to foreign parts. It was by means 
of the fiſheries that the princes of that kingdom were 
enabled to erect, in the 11th, 12th, and 13th centu- 
ries, thoſe numerous and magnificent eccleſiaſtical edi- 
fices, whoſe ruins, even at this time, are beheld with 
admiration. It was the fiſheries which procured that 
gallant nation the weapons and means of ſelf-defence, 
againſt all invaders, however formidable; and which 

enabled them not only to defend their hberties, but 
to drive their enemies with great loſs and diſgrace, 
from a country which, with indefatigable perſeve- 
rance, they labour to ſubjugate. It was the fiſhe- 
ries which lined the eaſtern coaſts with populous 
tariving towns, filled their ware-houſes with the va- 
rious 
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rious produce of Europe, their cellars with the 
choiceſt wines; and which, combined with ſervices 
performed by Scotſmen in the armies of contending 
princes, gained that nation many diſtinguiſhed privi- 
leges abroad, which it enjoyed uninterrupted, while 
it remained a ſeparate kingdom. 

To the decay of public ſpirit, after the death of 
James V. was owing the decay of the fiſheries, and the 
decline of national importance. In proportion as 
Scotland loſt ſight of its true intereſt, and neglected 
to proſecute the fiſheries with its former vigour, in 
the ſame proportion did the Dutch by thoſe means 
riſe to power, wealrh, and fame. 

If, therefore, the Scots wiſh to recover their ere: 
ditary patrimony, the ſtable ſource of commerce, na- 
vigation, and national nenen they will em- 
brace this ſeaſon of commercial regulation, to ſecure 
the fiſheries to their rightful owners, either by a to- 
tal prohibition of all foreigners from fiſhing within a 
limited diſtance of the Scottiſh ſhores; or, by ſub- 
jecting them to ſuch tonnage, or duties, as will pre- 
vent them from engroſſing foreign markets. This the 


Scots have a right to expect; it is the law of nations. 


the language of common ſenſe; even the Dutch 
themſelves could not deem it unreaſonable, On the 
contrary, they have ſet the example, in their inſig- 


nificant fiſhery upon their own ſhores, which they 


farm, or let out to the beſt bidder ; thereby making 
a property of the ſea; and, it report be true, they 
exclude all foreigners from ſharing therein, by pur- 
chaſe or otherwiſe. The propoſition, now fuggetted, 
would anſwer another valuable end in favour of Scot- 
land. The annual revenue, thus paid by foreign- 


ers, might be veſted in the board of truſtees at Edin- 


burgh, to be by them appropriated, unalienably, 


within that kingdom, and upon ſuch objects of na- 
tional utility, as might ſeem molt conduciye to the 


general welfare, 
* 
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(62) 
2 the Eaſtern Fiſheries. 


THE herring fiſheries on the eaſt fide of Scots 
land were, 0 very conſiderable; infomuch, 
that 3 or 400 veſſels reſorted annually, from various 
parts of Europe, to a fair held at St. Andrews, then 

2 town of two miles in circumference, and which 
poſſeſſed above ſeventy veſſels, and a flouriſhing 
commerce, That place was plundered, and com- 
pletely ruined by Cromwell's army, and hath not, to 
the preſent time, been able to recover itlelf. The 
ſame fate befel Dundee, and all the populous trad- 
ing towns on the Forth, which were, formerly, the 
glory of North Britains 

A ſmall herring fiſhery is, however, carried on by 

boats along that fide of the iſland, from Wick in 
Caithneſs to the river Forth, but ſubje& to ſundry 
duties and fees, which it would be expedient to 
aboliſh. 
Nothing can contribute more to the full reſtora- 
tion of theſe eaſtern fiſheries, than navigable com- 
munications to the weſt {ide of the iſland ; where, 
ſhould the Eaſt, Country markets prove at any time 
unfavourable, the people would always find a de- 
mand at Glaſgow, or Greenock, for that of the Weſt 
Indies. Theſe navigations would alſo facilitate the 
correfpondence between the Eaſt Country and Spain, 
Portugal, the Mediterranean, the Canaries, and other 
Weſtern Iſlands, where herrings are highly eſteemed, 
By thus enjoying every poſſible chance of markets, 
the fiſheries would gradually increaſe, and thoſe 
eaſtern ſhores recover their former ſplendour. 

Having, in this manner, connected the various 
herring fiſheries under one general head, ſtating 
their importance to mankind, and the means by 
which they may be rendered more ſubſervient to the 
commercial intereſt of the Britiſh kingdoms ; it i9 
hoped that the following outlines of a plan, for the 
improvement of the We fern Fiſheries, will not be 
deemed 


{ 63 ) 
deemed unworthy of notice; eſpecially, as the uti- 
lity of the propoſal, is ſtrongly enforced by the very 
diſtreſſed ſituation of the inhabitants. 


The expediency of erecting Villages and Harbours in the 
Weſt Highlands —The plan of thoſe Villages —The 
moſt proper fuuations—Eftimates of the Expence. 


THE neceſſity of bringing the Highlanders nearer 
to the Low Countries, by means of inland naviga- 
tion, hath already been mentioned. The facility and 
eaſe by which that bufineſs may be completed, 
hath alſo been explained: and no argument, of any 
weig ht, can be advanced againſt its being carried im- 
mediately into execution. A requiſition founded on 
humanity, juſtice, and national expediency, cannot 
have many opponents. Happy would it be, was this 
the only expence neceſlary to extend the fiſheries, 
and to eſtabliſh in thoſe parts, a populous colony of 
uſeful ſubjects. In a country where ſoil and climate 
have been ſo niggardly of their favours, ſome fur- 
ther indulgence is requiſite. The people ſhould be 
comfortably lodged, and accommodated with provi- 
fions, utenſils, ſtores, and firing. This implies the 
erection of villages at convenient diſtances, and in 
the moſt eligible ſituations on thoſe extenſive ſhores. 

After having ſele&ed the particular lakes deſtined 
to become the ſcenes of population and buſineſs, it 
would be neceſſary to examine into the depth of wa- 
ter, the rivulets, timber, metals, foil, and other par- 
ticulars; and to have drawings of each reſpective 
lake, for the inſpection of government, and the pub- 
He. 

The buſineſs thus far advanced, an act of parlia- 
ment would be requiſite to enable the board of truſ- 
tees at Edinburgh, to purchaſe ſundry lands, where- 
on to ere& the buildings, and to accommodate the 
ſame with ſmall gardens and fields. Every village 
would alſo require a territorial revenue, from 2 to 
300 pounds, for the ſupport of a clergyman, free- 

| ſchool, 
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ſchool, repairs, and other purpoſes, at the diſcretion 
of the truſtees | in time being. | 

The expence of lands, thus W fie the va» 
rious purpoſes of building, accommodating, and en- 
dowing every reſpective village, may be eſtimated at 
10,000 pounds. 

The buildings requiſite at the firſt eſtabliſhment of 
the propoſed villages are, 

1. A key or breaſt, for ſmall craft. 

2. A range of warchouſes, for caſks, ſtaves, hoops, 
ſalt, nets, fiſh, oil, grain, meal, ſkins, wool, flax, bark, 
timber, coals and other bulky articles. 

3.. Sheds, for perſons employed in gutting, 916. 
ing, and curing the herrings; with lofts where the 
people may be ſheltered at night, from the inclemency 
of the weather. Every village ſhould alſo be fur- 
niſhed with materials for erecting temporary ſheds 
or tents for the conveniency of occalional diſtant 
fiſheries. 

4. A ſmall market place. 

5. A corn mill, 

6. A church, and houſe for the miniſter. 

7. A ſchool] houſe, where reading, writing, the 
common rules of arithmetic, and practical navigation, 
may be taught gratis. 

8. A public inn. 

There might, poſſibly, be ſome diff culty in pro- 
curing uſeful mechanics to ſettle in thele remote 
parts, previous to the regular eſtabliſhment of 
fiſheries, and commercial intercourſe. Therefore, to 
encourage adventurers, as coopers, carpenters, net 
makers, blackſmiths, &c. it would be neceſſary to 
build fifteen or twenty dwelling houſes, where theſe 
perſons might live rent free; each houſe to be ac- 
commodated with three ſmall incloſures. 1. For a 
garden and offices. 2. For Porarges, 3. Pot the 
ſupport of a cow. 

Such luxuries as theſe, with variety of fiſh at no 
expence, would draw thither uſeful workmen from 
every 
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every quarter, and give ſtability to all the valuable 
purpoſes propoſed by the public. 

Confidering the great plenty of materials for build- 
ing in theſe parts; as ſtone, lime, timber, ſlate ; and 
the cheapneſs of workmanſhip ; a village, thus com- 
poſed of ſmall neat houſes, might be raiſed by con- 
tract, at no great expence. The whole, including the 
keys, warehouſes, &c. might poſhhly be completed 
for 10,000 pounds; conſequently the erecting of 
ten commodious ſeaport towns, would coſt no more 
than — _ _ I00,000 
Endowing of ditto — — 100, ooo 
The inland navigations, as ſtated in page 43 127,000 


— 


F. 327,000 
A ſum ſcarcely equal to the average expence of 


Gibraltar for one year only, and which would ſoon 
be repaid by an increaſe of trade and revenue. But, 
ſhould any of the towns fail of ſucceſs, fo as not to 
anſwer the valuable ends propoſed by government, 
the lands, and other property, could at any time be 
fold, and the money refunded to the Exchequer, or 
applied to {ome other public uſes. 


De moſt eligible ſituations for Towns. 


THE fituations moſt proper for the erection of 
towns, magazines, or marts, ſeem to be at the under- 
mentioned places on the mainland, 

1. At the propoſed junction of the Atlantic with 
Lochfyne, in Argyleſhire, This fituation hath the 
advantage of a ſoil partly level, and tolcrably fertile. 
The ſurrounding diſtricts abound in black cattle, 
woods, late, white marble, and limeſtone. The cat- 
tle are driven to the Low Countries for ſale ; the 
woods are uſed in forges, and burnt for charcoal to 
ſupply the iron works in 'Lancaſhire, Eſdale and 

F bother 
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other fmall iſlands on the coaſt, are compoſed entirely 
of ſlate, of which near three millions are tranſported 
annually to various parts of Britain, Europe, and 
America. This place having the ocean on the weſt 
ſide, and Lochfyne on the eaſt, enjoys every poſſible 
advantage for the fiſheries. Situated amiꝗſt the ſhoals 
of herrings which occaſionally viſit Lochfyne and the 
Firth of Clyde, the inhabitants would be ready on 
the firſt approach of theſe fiſh, and in all kinds of 
weather, to fink their nets; thereby gaining, almoſt 
at their doors, the means of commerce and wealth. 
Or, ſhould the herrings appear on the weſt ſide of 
the Peninſula, the people, by means of the canal, 
would ſoon arrive at the fortunate lake or bay. 

Their local ſituation, and ſuperior opulence, would 
alſo enable them to embark in the white fiſhery with 
Router boats, and better manned and provided, than 
any which the indigent people on theſe weſtern ſhores 
can at preſent afford. This place would likewiſe be- 
come tlie great reſort and thoroughfare of mankind, 
a centrical mart, to which the Highlanders trom all 
parts of the mainland, and the iſlands, would bring 
their fiſh, oil, feathers, ſkins, wool, timber, bark, ſlate, 
kelp, and other uſeful articles of commerce, as to a 
ready market ; or, ſhould that fail, they would find 
themſelves within two tides of Greenock upon the 
Clyde, of itſelf a conſiderable mercantile town, but 
ſtill more important, from its being the chief port of 
. Glaſgow, a city well known in the commercial world. 
On the other hand, the people of the Low Countries 
would refort ta this Highland mart, to ſell or barter 
their various manufactures; and even the Engliſh ri- 
ders, who in all ſeaſons, and in all kinds of wea— 

ther, pay their reſpects to every town in Scotland, 
would find the way to the banks of Lochfyne, with 
their ſamples from London, Birmingham, Mancheſ- 
ter, Sheffield, Leeds, and other induſtrious towns 
of that populous kingdom. Upon the whole, the 
| | land 
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iſland of Great Britain does not preſent a ſituation 
more conducive to general utility, than the propoſed 
opening, or pals, to this terra incognita of our iſland, 
abounding in woods, mines, and inexhauſtible fiſheries. 
It would be the key to the Welt Highlands, and to 
thoſe numerous, helpleſs iſlands which have hitherto 
been excluded the ſociety of mankind z whoſe hoſpi- 
table and virtuous natives, have been left to the 
mercy of boiſterous elements, and unpropitious ſea- 
ſons, to languiſh, and to periſh through famine and 
neglect. This therefore becomes the firſt object of 
attention in the improvement of theſe weſtern ſhores; 
the key ſtone to the whole arrangement; worthy the 
immediate attention of the legiſlature, and calling 
ſtrongly, upon the feelings of every liberal, humane 
mind. = 

Lochfyne, beſides the narrow channels at its en- 
trance, is the largeſt of all the Scottiſh lakes, being 
forty miles in length, from one to four in breadth, 
and from fifty to ſeventy fathoms in depth. The 
herrings ſometimes croud in ſhoals to the very head 
of it; purſued by the larger fiſhes, and attended by 
gulls and other voracious fea fowls, which ſkim in— 
ceſſantly upon the ſurface of the waters. 

On the welt ſide of this lake 1s Inverary, the ſum- 
mer reſidence of the antient and illuſtrious houſe of 
Argyle, deſcended from a line of kings ; a family of 
diſtinguiſhed warriors, patriots, and ſtateſmen ; the 
hereditary patrons of arts, ſcience and improvements; 
to whom their country is chiefly obligated for that 
excellent inſtitution, The Board of Truſtees, and the 
preſent flouriſhing ſtate of that important ſtaple, the 
linen manufacture. 

The environs of this magnificent ſeat, abound in 
thriving plantations ; ſome of the trees are of a great 
age, and in fine perfection. The inhabitants of the 
town are well lodged in houſes of ſtone, lime, and 
flate, They are fully employed in arts and manu— 
| 2 factures; 
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fadtures; plentifully ſupplied in the necefſaries of 
life; and in every reſpect happy under the benevo- 
ent hand of the preſent proprietor. A noble exam- 
ple to the gentlemen of the Highlands, whole efforts, 
if aſſiſted by government, may, even in the preſent. 
age, reclaim their hitherto uſeleſs country. 

2. Keeping due north, upon the weſtern ſhore, we 
come to Oran Bar, defended from welt winds by 
the iſland of Kerrera, and from other winds, by the 
high lands on the continent. This bay is in depth 
from eleven to twenty-ſix fathom water. Beſides, the 
whole ſound of Kerrera is in effect a harbour, or at 
leaſt a commodious road, with twenty fathom water, 
and good anchorage almoſt throughout, There are 
two havens in the and, one having an outlet to the 
north eaſt, the other to the north weſt; inſomuch 
that veſſels may enter and depart without inconve- 
niency, and with any wind. Oban is allo in the tract 
of the fiſhing buſſes and coaſters paſſing to and from 
the North Highlands: ; and, being ſituated at the en- 
trance of che great Loch Linnhe, it may be conſi- 
dered as the weſtern port of the propaſed navigation 
between the Atlantic and Invernets, A beginning 
hath already been made towards forwarding a town 
ar Oban, which, beſides its being almoſt ſurrounded 
with lakes, bays, and fiſheries, ſtands in the moſt 
fruitſul part of Argyleſhire, called Mid- Lorn. In its 
neighbourhood there is an iron furnace, the property 
of Engliſhmen, from Lancaſhire, who bring the ore 
to this place on account of the natural woods in its 
vicinity, 

3. Loch SUNART. A fine lake penetrating twenty 
miles into the country of Moryern in Argylefhire; it 
is ſhaded with woods, enriched with ſmall iſlands, and 
hath a profitable lead mine ar Strontian. The diſtrict 

around Loch Sunart contains 2500 inhabitants ; the 
Iſle of Mull, to which it is contiguous, hath 4000. 
This lake opens into the north entrance of the _ 

of 
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of Mull, facing Tobirmoire Bay, an extenſive circu- 
lar baſon, ſecure from all winds, and of ſufficient 
depth for ſhips of the line. 

4. BERN ERA. Here terminates the military road 
from Edinburgh and Glaſgow, on the ſouth, and 
from Inverneſs and Fort Auguſtus, on the eaſt. It is 
the uſual paſs between the continent and the Iſſe of 
Sky, and was on that account judged a proper ſtation 
for a garriſon, which, in 1722, was accommodated 
with barracks ſufficient to lodge 200 men. Bernera 
hath Loch Duich on the north, Loch Urn * on the 
ſouth, and the great iſſaud of Sky, containing from 
12 to 15000 people, in front; from which it is ſepa— 
rated by a narrow but navigable channel. Being 
thus a great thoroughfare by land and water, abound: 
ing in people, cattle, fiſt, and tmber, it hath a ſtrong 
claim to public aflitance in the forming of a town. 

Here Dr. Johnſon experienced the hard fate of all 
travellers who are under the neceſſity of putting up 


* Mr. Pennant thus deſcribes Loch Urn, which curioſity led 
him to explore in a boat, Beyond that was another reach, 
and an inſtaneous and agreeable view of a great fleet of buſſes 


(Auguſt 6) and all the buſy apparatus of the herring fiſhery 3 an 


unexpected fight at the diſtance of thirteen miles from the 2 A 
little further the Loch has a very narrow inlet to a third reach: 

this ſtrait is ſo ſhallow as to be fordable at the ebb ot ſpring tides; 
yet has within, the depth of ten and ſeventeen ſathom: the length 
is about a mile; the breadth a quarter. About ſeven years ago it 


was fo filled with herrings, that had crouded in, that the boats 


could not force their way, and thouſands lay dead on the ebb. 
© The ſcenery that ſurrounds the whole of this lake, has an al- 

pine wildneſs and magnificence, the hills of an enormous height, 
and for the moſt part cloathed with extenſive foreſts of oak and 
birch, often to the very ſummits. In many places are extenſive 
tracts of open ſpace, verdant, and only varied. with a few trees 
ſcattered over them: amidit the thickeſt woods aſpire vaſt grey 
rocks, a noble contraſt ! nor are the lotty headlands a leſs embel- 
Iiſkment ; for through the trees that wave on their ſummit, is an 
awful fight of ſky, and ſpiring ſummits of vaſt mountains. 
„ On the ſouth ſide, or the country of Knodyarr, are vaſt num- 

bers of pines, ſcattered among the other res, and multitudes of 
Young ones ſpripgivg up.“ | | | 
2 at 


. 
at the inns of theſe neglected regions. Having tra- 
velled from Fort Auguſtus through an almoſt unin- 
habited tract of near fifty miles, he was told at Gle- 
nelg, that on the ſea fide, he would come to a houſe 
of lime and ſlate and glaſs. This image of magnifi- 
cence raiſed his expectations. At laſt he arrived at 
the inn, weary and peeviſh, and began to enquire for 
proviſions and beds. Of the proviſions the negative 
bill of fair was very copious. Here was no meat, no 
milk, no bread, no eggs, no wine. He did not ex- 
preſs much ſatisfaction. Here, however, he was to 
ſtay. A new diſappointment awaited him. He goes 
to examine his lodging. Out of one of the beds, on 
which he was to repoſe himſelf, ftarted up, at his 
entrance, a man black as a cyclops from the forge. 
Sleep, however, was neceſſary, A faithful guide 
from Inverneſs, at laſt found ſome hay, which the 
inn could not ſupply. He directed the Highlander 
to bring a bundle of it into the room, and flept 
upon it in his riding coat. Mr. Boſwell being more 
delicate, laid himfelf ſheets with hay over and under 
him, and lay in linen like a gentleman. 

T be lakes on this coaſt are ſo numerous, extenſive, 
and important, that it is difficult to paſs over any one 
of them without ſaying, Here is a proper ſtation for 
a town, a harbour, a market, and a church. We 
mult however, agreeable to our limited plan, omir 
the deſcription of three fourths of theſe extenſive 
waters, though, all of them, the occaſional reſort of 
thoſe kind viſitors which compole the res of the 
Cs eng ſhores. 

. Gart Locu. Paſſing by Loch Duich, Carta, 
Kiſlerne, and Torridon, we come to Gare Loch a 
capacious bay extending ſeveral miles within land, 
inhabited by 3000 people, who are alternately en- 
gaged in the herriog and white fiſheries. Beſides the 
deep indented ſhores of this part of the continent, 
here is a channcl, forty miles in. width, bounded on 

the 
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the weſt by the Lewis or Long Iſland *, whoſe ſhores, 
as well as the intervening ſea, are one continued re— 
ceptacle of white fiſh, herrings, ſeals, &c. but thoſe 
ſources of wealth are almoſt loſt to the poor natives, 
from their remote ſituation, and the equally hazard- 
ous navigation by the Pentland Firch, and the Mull 
of Cantire. To this diſtri therefore, the propoſed 
paſlage, into Loch Fyne, and the Clyde, will be at- 
tended with the moſt ſolid advantages . 

6. Loch EwtE. This capacious bay penetrates 
eight miles into the country, where it receives, 
through a narrow paſſage, the waters of Loch Maree, 
a beautiful freſh water lake, fifteen miles in length, 
of great depth, abounding in ſalmon, char, and trout. 
Of the laſt mentioned, is a ſpecies which weighs from 
twenty-five to thirty pounds. The banks and head- 
lands of this lake are, as uſual, fringed with woods. 
The narrow (trait which unites the waters of Loch 
Ewe and Maree is the centrical ſtation between In- 
verneſs on the eaſt, and Lewis on the welt, communis 


* A range of iſlands connected, or nearly fo, at low water; and 


extending from north to ſouth 120 miles in length. The ſouthern. 


parts are the moſt fruitful of all the Hebrides ; the whole might, 
by proper management, give employment to 10.900 able ſeamen. 


+ © Hertings, ſays Mr. Pennant, offer themſelves in ſhoals from 
June to January; cod fiſh abound on the great Sand Bank, one cor- 
ner of which reaches to this bay, and is ſuppoſed to extend as tar 
as Cape Wrath; and ſouth, as low as Rona, off Sky, with various 
branches, all ſwarming with cod and ling. The fiſhery is carried 
on with long lines, begins in February, and ends in April. The 
annual capture is uncertain, from 5 to 27,000. The natives at 
preſent labour under ſome oppreſſions, which might be eaſily re- 
moved, to the great advancement of this commerce. The want of 
a town is very ſenſibly felt in all thoſe paris: there is no one com- 
modity, no one article of lite, or implement of fiſhery, but what is 
gotten with difficulty, and at a great price, brought from a diſtance 
by thoſe who are to make advantage of the neceſſities of the peo- 
ple. A town would create a market, a market would ſoon occa- 
fion a concourie of ſhipping, who would -then arrive with a cer- 
tainty of a cargo ready taken for them; and the mutual wants of 
ſtrapger and native would be ſupplied at an caty rate.“ By 
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cating with the former, by a military road, with the 
latter, by a government packet. It is the laſt tho- 
roughfare between the two ſeas, in Great Britain; 
on which account, as well as its ſituation for the freſh, 
and ſalt water fiſheries, it hath a claim to public at- 

tention. | 
7. Loch BRooxt. The entrance to this celebrated 
lake forms a capacious bay, twelve miles in length, 
and from five to ten in width. Loch Broom extends 
nine miles farther into the country, is generally one 
mile in width, and of great depth. This lake on the 
weſt, and the Firth of Cromarty on the eaſt, ap- 
proach ſo near each other, that the diſtance between 
the two ſeas does not exceed thirty miles. The pro- 
duce of the country around Loch Broom are cattle, 
which are generally purchaſed by graziers from 
Yorkſhire, alſo timber, mountains of marble and lime- 
ſtone. The rivers and freſh water lakes communi- 
cating with Loch Broom abound in falmon, trout, and 
char. The ſhores are populous, but the people ara 
diſcontented, and firongly diſpoſed to emigrate *. On 
theſe accounts Loch Broom appears to be a proper 
ffation for a town or village, and ftill more ſo when 
we conſider it in a commercial light. 
This lake is not only the greateſt reſort of her- 
rings in Britain, but the fiſh have the reputation of 
being the richeſt, largeſt, and moſt delicious of any 


* „The pariſh of Loch Broom, ſays Mr. Pennant, is one of 
the largeſt on the Mainlapd of Scotland, being thirty-ſix miles 
long, and twenty broad, It has in it ſeven places of worſhip, but 
is deſtitute of a parochial ſchool. None of the people except the 
gentry underitand Engliſh. Diſpirited and driven to deſpair by 
bad management, crowds were now paſſing, emaeiated with hun- 
ger, to the eaſtern coait, on the report of a ſhip being there loaded 
with meal. Numbers of the miſerables of this country were now 
(1774) migrating : they wandered in à tate of deſperation ; too 
poor to pay, they madly ſell themſelves, for their paſſage, prefer- 
Ting a temporary bondage in a ſtrange land, to ſtarving tor life in 
their native ſoil,” | 


( 


that have been taken in the European ſeas *. It 
hath therefore been the chief ſcene of the Weſtern 
fiſhery for many ages, and is, at preſent, the moſt 


uſual rendezvous of the buſſes from the Clyde, though. 


much diſcouraged by the dangers of a long naviga- 
tion, which, as hath already been obſerved, might be 
ſhortened at a trifling expence. 

8. From Loch Broom to Cape Wrath, the lakes 
diminiſh in fize, though not in number, and the coaſt 
is leſs populous. It is a country little known, and 
almoſt cut off from any intercourſe with mankind. 
Lying, however, in the tract of ſhipping to and from 

the Baltic, a harbour rowards Cape Wrath, would 
prove a moſt deſirable ſhelter amidſt the hazardous 
navigation, and frequent hurricanes on that northern 
ſhore. 

Having thus appropriated the moſt confiderable 
part of the ſuppoſed fund, in forming a line of ſmall, 
but uſeful harbours, for the conveniency of theſe 
diſtreſſed inhabitants, the improvement of the fiſheries, 
| and the benefit of navigation; it is propoſed to apply 


9 * Yarmouth, ſays Sir William Monſon, we may account 
the goodneſs of the herrings ſpent ; tor betwixt Winterton and Or- 


fordneſs they uſe to ſpawn, and are called by the Hollanders the 


ropeſick herrings, which they forbear to take. 
„From Ortordneſs the herriugs direct their courſe to the North 


Foreland in Kent, where they furniſh both the Englith and Frenen 


ſhores with ſo many as are taken by both nations, "though they be 
both ſhotren, and of the worſt kind. 

An ealterly wind. carries them the length of our channel, till 
they arrive at the Land's End in Cornwall, from thence they divide 
themſelves like a fleet of ſhips that ſhould be directed by a general: 
ſome go through St. George's Channel, betwixt England and Ire- 
land; others to the weſtward of Ireland, till they arrive at the 
Idands of Hebrides the place of rendezvous; and we may ſuppoſe 
they are at home, by the .{trength and goodneſs they find in that 
place; for though they run the length of our channel lean and fick, 
yet as ſoon as they repair to thoſe iſlands, they become the largeſt, 
the, faireſt, andithe beſt herrings in the world; and here they arg 


taken in loughs and harbours, as I have. ſaid, and ralnes at r 
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the remaining moity, on the north and eaſtern ſhores, 
with a view to the ſame valuable purpoſes. 

After paſſing round. Cape Wrath, we enter upon 
an extenſive coaſt facing the northern ocean, Which 
hath always becn conſidered by mariners as the moſt 
dangerous, and difficult navigation in theſe kingdoms, 
if not in Europe. To the dark fogs, and frequent 
hurricanes of the north ſeas, are added the whirl- 
pools, counter tides, and violent currents of the Pent- 
land Firth, occaſioned by the vaſt weight of the ocean 
falling upon the narrow channel which ſeparates the 
continent from the Orkney Iflands, The rapidity of 
theſe currents, at certain periods of the tide, often 
baffle all the efforts of the moſt ſkilful ſeamen, to 
prevent veſſels from being driven againſt the rocks 
or ſhores on either ſide of this tremendous paſſage. 
The navigation is equally hazardous in calm, as in 
ſtormy weather; becauſe, in a dead calm, the ſhip, 
not being under the government of the helm, is hur- 
ried on, with irreſiſtible velocity, to whatever direc- 
tion the current leads, whether towards the impend- 
ing rock, the ſandy beach, or the open fea. On the 


other hand, ſhould a veſſel be driven into the Firth 


by the violence of a tempeſt, in the dark winter's 
night, her ſituation is dreadful beyond deſcription. 
Such is the torce of the winds and waves, that ſtones 
of vaſt {ze are torn from the cliffs, and heayed over 
the high rocks, into the adjoining fields s. 
| Notwithſtanding 


* The caverns formed by the violence of the ocean upon theſe 
ſhores, excite the acmiration of every curious traveller. Some of 
them reach ſo far under ground that no perfon dares venture to the 
extremity, They are the reſort of ſeals and ſea dogs, which the 
natives, at the riſk of their lives, turn to good account. Theſe 
bold men enter the caverns in boats, and having lighted their 
torches, make a loud noiſe, which brings down the animals in a 
confuled body, with frightful ſhrieks and cries. They paſs out of 
the cave in fuch numbeis, that the men are obhged to give way un- 
til the torrent hath ſpent itſelf, when they fall upon the ſtragglersz 
whom they knock on the head with clubs, The value of the ſeal 
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Notwithſtanding theſe obſtructions to the naviga- 
tion from Ireland, Briſtol, Liverpool, and the whole 
weſtern coaſt of Great Britain, to the Baltic, nothing 
hath been done to aſſiſt that navigation, and to leſſen 
the frequent diſaſters which every ſucceeding winter 
brings upon thoſe who are engaged in it. Here are 
no towns, harbours, lighthouſes, dock yards, or car- 
penters for the repairing of damages. The unfortu- 
nate veſſel, though reduced to the greateſt diſtreſs, 
muſk proceed to the Baltic, or the Iriſh channel, be- 
fore ihe can receive the ſmalleſt repair. A coaſt of 
near 400 niiles from Ireland to the Orkneys, could 
not, in the greateſt emergency, furniſh a fail, a cable, 
or an anchor. Theſe comiderations ſerve to enforce 
the expediency of two harbours on this northern 
front of our Wand; one near Cape Wrath, and the 
other within Dungsby Head. Nor is the relief of 
the natives, and the improvement of the country, a 
matter of leſs importance. Here 1s a coalt extending 
above ſeventy miles in length, abounding in white filth, 
ſeals, oyſters, and other ſhell fiſh. Its rivers are more 
copious than thoſe on the eaſt and weft fides of that 
diſtrict; they iſſue from lakes which are faid to ſwarm 
with ſalmon, beſides the incredible numbers which 
come in with the tides, of which, report ſays, 3500 
have been taken at Thurſo in one morning. The 
country lying upon the coaſt is more fruitful than 
might be expected from its northern ſituation; it is 
highly improveable, and abounds in limeſtone, marle 
and iron ſtone. The numerous remains of Pictiſh 
houſes, Scottiſh caſtles, and ottier buildings upon rhe 
north and eaſt ſide of this diſtrict, ſeem to indicate a 
greater degree of population in former times. Its im- 
portance js further confirmed by the Danifh hiſtorian | 
Torfzus, in his account of the attempts made by his 


conſiſts in its oil, which is of a ſuperior quality, and brings a high 
price, but the people of theſe thores are too poor to carry on a re- 
gular fiſhery, | . e 
5 countrymen 
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countrymen to obtain a ſettlement in theſe parts, and 
the able defence maintained by the natives, through 
a ſeries of ages, till at laſt the Danes, tired out with 
fruileſs OY bade a final adieu to that coun- 
try. 

Of the many commodious bays along this coaſt, 
that of Loch Eribole claims the preference, being one 
of the fineſt rcads for ſhipping in Europe, and ſo ca- 
pacious that ſhips of the line may enter it at low 
water, and find good anchorage. Its ſituation near 
Cape Wrath, renders it ſtill more worthy of conſi- 
deration, as it would be a fafe retreat to veſſels upon 
their paſlage round that promontory. 

Proceeding eaſtward we come to Thurſo, a place 
of great antiquity, and at preſent the firſt, and only 
town, between the Iriſh Channel and the Pentland 
Firth. Its utility on this narrow ſtrait, need not be 
mentioned ; happily for mariners, it hath a commo- 
dious bay of torty feet water, where ſhips may ride 
out any ſtorm in perfect ſafety, but it is without a 
good harbour, and all thoſe conyeniencies fo neceſſary 
to the wants of ſhipping in this hazardous ſtrait. 

Paſſing round Dungsby Head, we enter the Britiſh 
Sea *, which preſents a line of coaſt extending near 
eighty miles in length, without a harbour, and 
ſcarcely a town that merits notice, It hath all the 
advantages of the fiſheries, which have ſo often been 
deſcribed, though in a leſs degree than thoſe on the 
weltern coaſt. It is commodiouſly ſituated for com- 


* Stiled in foreign maps, the German Octan, but with great im- 
propriety, as it barely touches that empire; whereas it waſhes the 
whole caſtern ſhore of Great Britain from the Pentland Firth to 
the Straus of Dover, Neither hach it any claim to the appellation. 
of ocean, which implies a great body of water without'any entire 
ſeparation of its parts by land, as the Atlantic, and the Pacific 
Ocean. Aſa being a imaller collection of water, confined be- 
tween lands, but communicating with the ocean, juſtifies the devia- 
tion which I have made from the uſual cuſtom, reſpecting the name 
of what * properly to be called, The be Brin Seas | 
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merce, and the people are remarkably induſtrious. 
The only place that hath the appearance of a port, is 
Wick, a ſmall but antient borough-town, ſituated at 
the mouth of the river Wick, which forms a tide har- 
bour for a few veſſels of ſmall burden, and might be 
improved. But, at the diſtance of three miles north, 
is Sinclair Bay, a capacious road, with good anchorage 
for ſhipping of any fize. As this bay lies directly on 
the eaſt entrance of the Pentland Firth, as Thurſo 
does on that of rhe weſt, the expediency of a harbour 
on the former, muſt appear obvious to any perſon 
who chooſes to conſider the ſubje&t, and who wiſhes 
to aſſiſt the diſtreſt mariner, and promote the com- 
merce of his country. Of ſtill greater importance 
will this place appear, when it is known, that from 
Wick to the Firth of Cromarty, a diſtance of ſixty 
miles, the ſhore is bold, rocky, and utterly inadmiſſi- 
ble to ſea veſſels of any ſize, the waters of Dornoch 
excepted, which, however, are of no great utility to 
navigation, by reaſon of ſhallows and quick fands, 
Neither can the Firth of Cromarty, though one of 
the fineſt harbours in the world, be conſidered as an 
aſylum to ſhips in diſtreſs, becauſe it lies out of the 
track of navigation, The coaſt along the Murray 
Firth, though more commodiouſly ſituated, is, how- 
ever, deſtitute of good harbours; conſequentiy, a ſhip 
paſſing from one fide of Great Britain to the other, 
by the Pentland Firth, cannot be accommodated with 
the ſmalleſt aſſiſtance between Peterhead and Belfaft 
Loch, a voyage of 500 miles! As the ſame inconve- 
nience attends the Baltic and Eaſt Country trade in 
general, it is unneceſſary to ſpeak further on the 
ſubject. 

Me ſhall therefore conclude this ſurvey, by ob- 
ſerving, that the money expended in improving the 
Highlands, will, at the ſame time, preſerve the pro- 
perty of the merchants, fave the lives of the mariners, 
promote the commerce, and facilitare rhe na pigation, 


of all the three kingdoms, 
of 
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Of the Famine ; the Failure of the Fiſberies; and the 
Hurricanes of 1782, | 


While I was engaged in the preceding pages, an 
event of the molt calamitous nature, befel the inhoſ- 
pitable regions which I had been deſcribing. The year 
1782 proved remarkably cold and wet, the crops over 
great part of Europe were- more or leſs injured, and 
the northern climates experienced a ſcarcity, amount- 
ing to a famine. The ſcanty crops in the High- 
lands of Scotland were green in October, when a fall 
of ſnow attended with froſt, prevented every ſpecies 
of grain from arriving at maturity. The labour, the 
ſeed, and the ſtraw were loſt. Potatoes, which in 
bad ſeaſons had proved a ſubſtitute for grain, were 
this year froſt-buten, and rendered entirely uſeleſs, 
Thus the earth withheld its bounty for the ſupport 
of man and beaſt. During this diſtreſs at home, no 
relief could be obtained from abroad. Ireland, the 
granary of the Hebrides and weſtern ſhores of Scot- 
land, ſhut its ports againſt the exportation of grain; 
thoſe of the Clyde were unable to give any aſſiſt- 
ance; while, on the eaſtern fide of the kingdom, the 
hazards of enemies cut off the neceſſary ſupplies from 
Germany, the Baltic, and, in a great meaſure, from 
England. 

Thus deprived of every reſource, by the double 
calamity of war and ſcarcity, many hundred perſons 
languithed and died through the want of ſuſtenance. 
The huſhand and the parent, unable to behold theſe 
ſcenes of diſtreſs without endeavouring to relieve 
them, ſet out, amidſt froſt and ſnow, upon the long 
and almoſt impracticable journey to Inverneſs, where 
they expected to purchaſe a little grain with the 
produce of their cloths or furniture, which they had 
previoully ſold, in the diſtricts where they reſided. 
Several of thoſe who had engaged in this generous 
enterprize, 
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enterprize, fell a ſacrifice to hunger and cold, in 
their way to the market. They were found dead on 
the roads, in caverns, and amongſt thickets, where 
they had taken ſhelter from the inclemencies of the 
weather, while the ſmall, emaciated horſes, the com- 
panions of their diſtreſs, could ſcarcely ſtand or 
walk, 

Such was the dreadful ſituation of the mainland, 
and the iſlands, during the winter and ſpring ; ** 
though expreſſes were diſpatched to the Lowlands, by 
the clergy and others, imploring immediate relief for a 
periſhing people, it doth not appear that application 
had been made to government, for that purpoſe, be- 
fore the beginning of the ſummer 1783, when a ge- 
nerous ſupply was readily granted. 

Let us now ſuppoſe that a few ſmall harbours and 
oranaries were eſtabliſhed at proper diſtances, along 
theſe weſtern ſhores, and that the communications to 
the Lowlands were ſhortened by means of inland 
navigation; ſuch calamities, if not in a great degree 
prevented, might be ſo far mitigated, as to fave the 
lives of thouſands, beſides obviating the neceſſity of 
occaſional calls upon the Treaſury for the relief of 
thoſe parts. 

The year 1782 furniſhes another argument in fa- 
vour of theſe propoſals. 'The annual arrival of the 
herrings in the Weſt Highlands had never been 
known to fail, completely, till this remarkable year, 
when theſe little viſitors ſeemed to conſpire with the 
ſeaſons, in order to roule the notice of government 
towards theſe diſtant ſhores. While the elements 
kept back or deſtroyed the regular produce of the 
earth, the herrings abandoned their well known 
lakes, directed their courſe towards the Iriſh chan- 
nel, or ſtopt there, after their uſual progreſs round 
Lands End; and here the Highlanders, not being 
provided with proper vellels, were unable to follow 
them, 

This 
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This was not all. While thoſe people were de- 
prived of grain, roots, milk, vegetables and herrings, 
their uſual food in good ſeaſons; an almoſt uninter- 


Tupted ſucceſſion of ſtorms, ſuch as had not happen» 


ed within the memory of man, prevented them from 
attempting the white fiſhery; neither could they, 
had the weather been moderate, go to ſea without 
the means of ſuſtenance. Here therefore was a dou- 
ble famine ; the cup of affliction and diſtreſs, ariſing 
from every poſſible cauſe, was now full. From this 
ne plus ultra of human depreſſion we entertain a hope 
that matters will revert into a contrary direction, 
under the auſpices of a benevolent ſovereign and 
parhament, to whoſe humane, as well as political at- 
tention, that country and people are moſt humbly 
recommended, | | 
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Corroborating Proofs reſpecting the calamitous 
State of the Highlands, 


Extra? frem Dr. Campbell's Political Survey F Great Britain, 
publiſhed in 1774. 


N delivering the Hiſtory of the Hebrides, and their inhabitants, 

we have ſhewn (at leaſt as far as the few lights we have would 
allow) what they once were, and by what a ſeries of misfortunes 
the inhabitants of them were gradually reduced from being a po- 
pulous, civilized, and thriving people, into that low and wretched 
ſtate in which they now are, It is to eſtabliſh this fact inconteſta- 
bly, that ſo much notice has been taken of the ruins and remains 
of ancient buildings erected in former ages, which from their ſoli- 
dity and exient clearly evince, independent of hiſtory and tradition, 
a ſuperior number of people, by whoſe labour and for whoſe uſe 
they were raiſcd, 

By the deſcription of ſome of the principal ifles, it is hoped they 
are proved to be in themſelves, and from their natural advantages, 
ſtill very confiderable, worthy of public attention, and capable of 
being thereby recovered, But this arduous taſk of retaining, re- 
ſtoring, and retrieving ſo many countries, ſeems, in the preſent 
circumitances of the empire of Great Britain, to be a matter of 
much too great importance to be left without ſome turther de- 
duction. | | | 

In the firſt place, then, let it be obſerved, that theſe neglected 
iſles are, even at this day, far from being deſtitute of things ne- 
ceflary for the ſubſiſtence of much larger numbers than are at pre- 
ſeat contained in them “, and that they are likewiſe very far from 

wanting 


*The doctor mult mean various ſpecies of fiſh, and the returns which may 
eaſily be procured in _— for theſe, fo ſoon as commerce ſhall be intro- 
duced amongſt the people. With regard to grain, the main ſupport of all Eu- 
ropean nations; theſe iflands are in general ſo deficient, that even the beſt 
ſcaſons do not tupply above one third of the people, This is particularly the 
caſe with Jura, Mull, Sky, and Lewis; which iſlands, comprehend more than 
zwo thirds of the whole Hebrides. Ilay, Liſmore, Colonſay, Tirey, Cannay, 
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wanting many of thoſe materials which induſtry in other countries 
renders objects of commerce, and which might be conſequently 
rendered lo in theſe, by the proper application of the ſame plans, 
Encouragement will ſoon beget induſtry, induſtry improvements; 
and theſe will proceed with a quick pace amongſt an ingenious 
and ſpirited people. It is not to be expected that all or even any 
great numbers of theſe improvements ſhould be immediately at- 
tempted ; but there is nothing more probable than that gradually 
theſe, and many others, which it ſurpaſſes the power of a private 
perſon to ſuggeſt, will take place, as ©pportunities offer from the 
propoſed alterations iu the ſtate of theſe countries, and the circum - 
ttancus of thuſe who inhabit them. 

In order to accompliſh ſo great and ſo deſirable a work, it will 
be alſolutely requiſite that che public, for its own ſake, ſhould 
atford its aſſiſtance; and therefore it is highly expedient, before this 
can be expected, to ſtate ſuecinctly the motives which ought to per- 
ſuade the particular attention of the ſtate to the reſcuing theſe iſles 
from their preſent low and dejected condition. It would, in the 
firſt place, add a very conſiderable province to the Britiſh Empire, 
of which though we have long had both the title and poſſeſhon, yet 
this has been in a great degree without utility ; and, as from a 
long deduction of facts we have clearly ſhewn, has for near 200 
years * been reported by the beſt judges a negligence equally de- 
trimental and diſgraceful to government. By this means multitudes 
who have been for a ſeries of years, and if things go on in their 

reſent flate will be for ever, unproſituble to the community, might be 
connected with and rendered uſeful to ſociety. This is a point of in- 
finite importance; for <vhatever benefits accrued to individuals muſt at 
the ſame time turn to the emolument of the fiate. On views far leſs pro- 
bable, and much more uncertain, large ſums have been ſpent, and 
annual ſupplies given, tor the ſettling and maintaining more diſtant 
colonies, which having in a reaſonable ſpace anſwered our expec- 


tations, fully juſtifies the policy of ſuch meaſures, and thereby rene 


ders it clearly inexcuſable to remain blind to the innumerable ad- 
vantages which aof more than equal certainty might be ſecure to 
the Rate, by taking proper notice of countries that lie at our own 
doors. | 


Harris, North and South Uiſt, are fertile, and pleaſant. If to theſe we add 
ſondry ſmall iflands whoſe ſoil is equally good, and alſo ſome narrow traths of 
good-lands in Jura, Mull, Sky, and Lewis, the 1mproveable parts of the 
Hebrides will, collectively, be found to contain above 700 ſquare miles, or 
470,000 ſquare acres, ſtatute meaſore, being equal in fize to the county of Sur- 


rey. Still more important will the Highlands appear, if to the improveable iſlands 


and diſtricts of the Hebrides, we add the fertile tracts of the Continent ; the val- 
lies, glens, banks of the lakes, and other arable lands throughout that great 


diviſion of our ifland; the whole, at a moderate computation, containing more 


than 2500 ſquare miles, or 1, 600, co ſquare acres ; being the dimenhons of 
Middleſex, Surrey, and Kent, which compote a twentieth part of England 


and Wales. 


When Scotland became no longer the reſidence of its Kings. 


Litera 


Extract from Mr. Pennant's Tour in Scotland 1769, and Voyage to the 
Hebrides 1772, publiſhed in 177 4+ 


Jura. This pariſh is ſuppoſed to be the largeſt in Great Bri- 1 
tain, and the clerical duiy the molt troubleſome, and dangerous: It M) | 
conſiſts of Jura, Colonſay, Oranſay, Skarba, and ſeveral little 
iſlands, divided by narrow and dangerous ſounds, torming a length 
of not leis than ſixty miles; ſupplied by only one miniſter and an 

 alliftanr. 

lay. Much flax is raiſed here, and about £2000 worth ſold 
out of the iſland in yarn, which might better be manufactured on 
rhe ſpot, to give e:nploy to the poor natives, a ſet of people worn 
down with poverty; their habitatione, ſcenes of miſery. Notwith- 
ſtanding the excellency of the land, above ic worth of meal 1s 
annualiy imported : a famine threatened at this time, but was pre— 
vented by the ſeaſonable arrival ot a meal ſhip; and the 10habi- 
tants, like the ſons of Jacob of old, flocked down to buy food. 
The country is blefied with fine manures: beſides ſea wreck, 
coral, ſhell, ſand, rock and pit marle. What treaſures, if pro- 
perly applied, to bring wealth and plenty into the iſland ! | 
Colonſah. Their poverty prevents them from uſing the very means 
Providence has given them of railing conſiderable ſubſiſtence. "They 
have a good ſoil, plenty of limeſtone, and ſufficient quantity of 
peat; a ſea abounding with fiſh, but their diſtreſſed ſtate diſables 
them from cultivating the one, and taking the other. Paſs by 
four ruined chapels ; but notwithſtanding from this circumſtance, 
Oranſay and Colonſay might be ſuppoſed to have been illes of ſanc- 
tity, yet from the reformation till within the laſt fix years, the ſa- 
crament had becn only once adminiſtered. | 
Jona. The view of ſona was very pictureſque : the eaſt fide, 
or that which bounds the ſound, exhibited a beautiful variety; an 
extent of plain, a little elevated above the water, and almoſt co- 
vered with the ruins of the facred buildings, and with the remains 
of the old town, at preſent in a very ruiuous condition. | 
Arrive at the burying place cf Oran: a vaſt encloſure ; the N 
great place of interment for the number of monarchs who were de- 
poſited here; and for the potentates of every iſle; and their li- 
neage; for all were ambitious of lying in this holy ſpot. The 
place is in a manner filled with grave ſtones, but ſo overgrown with 
weeds, that very few are at preſent to be ſeen. [ was very defi- 
rous of viewing the tombs of the kings, deſcribed by the dean of 
the iſles, and from him by Buchanan: the former ſays, that in | 
his time there were three, built in form of litile chapels : on ona | 
was inſcribed, Tamulus Regum Seotiz., In this were depoſited the 

remains of forty eight Scoitiſh monarchs, beginning with Fergus II. 
and ending, with the famous Macbeth: tor his ſucceſſor, Mal- 
colm Canmore, decreed, for the future, Dumferline to be the 
place of royal ſepulture, Fergus was the founder of this aſoleum, 
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(Boethius calls it Abbatia), and not only directed that it ſhould be 
the ſepulchre of his ſucceſfors, but alſo cauſed an office to be com- 
poſed for the funeral ceremony. | 

The next was inſcribed, Tumulus regum Hiberniæ, containing four 
Iriſh monarchs ; and the third, Tumulus regum Noraurgiæ, con- 
taining eight Norwegian princes, or more probably vice-roys, of 
the Hebrides, while they were ſubject to that crown. Mr, Frazier, 
ſon to the dean of the iſles, informed Mr. Sacheverel, governor 
of the Iſle of Man, who viſited Jona in 1688, that his father had 
collected there 300 inſcriptions, and preſented then to the earl of 
Argyle; which were afterwards loſt in the troubles of the family. 
All the tombs lie eaſt and weſt ; the head to the weſt; probably 
from a ſuperſtition that at the general reſurrection, they may riſe 


with their faces to the eaſt. 


At preſent, this once ſeat of learning is deſtitute of even a ſchool- 
maſter ; and this ſeminary of holy men wants even a miniſter to 
aſſiſt them in the common duties of religion, 

Cannay. At ſeven o'clock in the evening find ourſelves at anchor 
in four fathom water, in the ſnug harbour of the ifle of Cannay. 
As ſoon as we had time 0 caſt our eyes about, each ſhore appeared 
pleaſing to humanity ; verdant, and covered with hundreds of cat- 
tle : both fides gave a full idea of plenty, for the verdure was 
mixed with very little rock, and ſcarcely any heath: but a fhort 
converſation with the natives ſoon diſpelled this agreeable error. 
They were at this very time in ſuch want, that numbers tor a 
long time had neither bread nor meal for their poor babes: fiſh and 
milk was their whole ſubſiſtence at this time: the firſt was a preea- 
rious relief, for, beſides the uncertainty of ſucceſs, to add to their 
diſtreſs, their flock of fiſh-hooks was almoſt exhauſted; and to ours, 
that it was not in our power to ſupply them. The ribbands, and 
other trifles | had brought, would have been inſults to people in 
diſtreſs. I lamented that my money had been ſo uſeleſely laid out; 
for a tew dozens of fiſh-hooks, or a few pecks ot meal, would have 
made them happy®. | 
The crops had failed here the laſt year: but the little corn ſown 
at preſent had a promifing aſpect : and the potatoes the beſt | had 
ſeen: but theſe were not fir for uſe, The iſles I fear annually ex- 
perience a temporary famine : perhaps from improvidence, or from 
eagerneſs to increaſe their ſtock of cattle, which they can eaſily diſ- 
pole of to ſatisfy the demands of their landlords, or the oppreſſions 
of an agent. Abundance of cod and ling might be taken; there 
being a fine ſand-bank between this ifle and the rock Heiſker, and 
another between Skie and Barra; but the poverty of the inhabi- 
tants will not enable them to attempt a fiſhery. When at Campble- 
town, I enquired about the apparatus requiſite, and found that a 


If fpch be the condition of thoſe who poſſeſs the moſt fertile iflands of the 
Hcbrides, how great muſt be the diſtreſs of the inhabirauts of the large barren 
Hands, and the greatglt part of the oppofite continent | 


| veſſel 
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veſſel of 20 tuns was neceſſary, which would coſt 200 l.; that the 
crew ſhould be compoſed of 8 hands, whofe monthly expences 
would be 141.; that 600 fathom of long line, 5 0 hooks, and two 
fluoy lines (each 80 fathom long) which are placed at each end of 
the long lines, with buoys at top to mark the place when ſunk, 
would altogether coſt five guineas; and the veſſel muit be provided 
with four ſets: ſo that the whole charge of ſuch an adventure is 
very conſiderable, and paſt the ability of theſe poor people*. 

The proprietor's factor, or reſident agent, rents moſt of the 
iſland, paying two guineas for each penny-land [a ſmall portion of 
ground, ſu named from ſome old valuation]; and theſe he ſets to the 
poor people at four guineas and a half each; and exacts, beſides 
this, three days labour in the quarter from each perſon. Another 
head tenant poſſeſſes other penny-lands, which he ſets in the fame 
manner, to the impoveriſhing and very ſtarving of the wretched 
inhabitants. It is ſaid that the factor has in a manner baniſhed 
ſheep, becauſe there is no good market for them; ſo that he does 
his beſt to deprive the inhabitants of cloathing as well as food. At 
preſent they ſupply themſelves with wool from the iſland of Rum, 
at the rate of eight pence the pound. All the cloathing is manu- 
factured at home: the women not only ſpin the wool, but weave 
the cloth. This iſland, Rum, Muck, and Egg, form one pariſh. 
Cannay is inhabited by 220 ſouls; of which all, except four fa- 
milies, are Roman Catholics; bnt in the whole pariſh there is 
neither church, manſe, nor ſchool ; there is indeed in this iſland a 
catechiſt, who has nine pounds a year from the Royal Bounty. 
The minifter and the popiſh prieſt reſide in Egg; but, by reaſon 
of the turbulent ſeas that divide theſe iſles, are very ſeldom able to 
attend their flocks. I admire the moderation of their congregations, 

who attend the preaching of either indifferently as they happen ro 
arrive. As the Scotch are oeconomiſts in religion, I would recom- 
mend to them the practice of one of the little Swiſs mixed Cantons, 
who, through mere frugality, kept but one divine ; a moderate ho- 
neſt fellow, who, ſteering clear of controverſial points, held forth 
to the Calviniſt lock on one part of the day, and to his Catholic 
on the other, He lived long among them much reſpected, and died 
lamented. | 


Rum. At the bottom of Loch Syriofard, is the little village Kin- 


loch, of about a dozen houſes. We entered the houſe with the beſt 
aſpect, but found it little ſuperior in goodneſs to thoſe of Ilay; this 
indeed had a chimney and windows, which diſtinguiſhed it from 
the others, and denoted the ſuperiority of the owner: ths reſt 
knew neither windows nor chimnies ; yet beneath the roof I en- 
tered, I found an addreſs and politeneſs from the owner and his 
wife that were aſtoniſhing : ſuch pretty apologies ! for the badneſs 


See the ſtate of the buſſes employed in the herring fiſhery 1a page 44. Were 
the natives of theſe weſtern ſhores enabled to purchaſe or build ſmall ſtout 
bufſes for that fiſhery, the ſame veſſels would alſo ſuit rhe wnite fiſheries ; 
and, between both, a race of hardy ſeamen might find employment throughout 
the whole year, | % | 
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of the treat, the curds and milk that were offered; which were ten- 
dered to us with as much readineſs and good-will, as by any of old 
Homer's dames, celebrated by him in his Odytiey for their hofpi- 
tality. I doubt much whether their cottages or their fare was much 
better. 

The little corn and potatoes raiſed in this ifland are very good!: 
but ſo ſmall is the quantity of beans and oats, that there 1s not a 
fourth part produced to ſupply their annual wants; all the ſobfiſt- 
ence the poor people have beſides, is curds, milk and fiſh, They 
are a well-made and well-looking race, but carry famine in their 
aſpect. Are often a whole ſummer without a grain in the iſland; 
which they regret not on their own account, put for the fake of 
their poor babes. In the preſent oeconomy of the iſland, there is no 
proſpect of improvement. "The mutron here is ſmall, but the mot 
delicate in our dominions, it the goodneſs of our appetites did not 
pervert our judgment : the purchats of a fat ſheep was four ſhillings 
and fix pence. No hay is made in this itland, nor any fort of pro- 
vender tor winter proviſion. Notwithſt tanding this iſlaud has ſe- 
veral ſtreams, here is not a fingle mill. The inhabitants of Rum 

are people that ſcarcely know lickneſs. Jt is not wondertul that 
ſuperſtitions ſhould reign in theſe ſequeſtered parts, I mutt not 
omit a moſt convenient ſpecies of ſecond ſight potteficd by a ventle- 

dan of a neighbowing ille, who forcſees all viſitors, ſo has time 
to prepare accordingly. 

Here are only the ruins of a church in this iſland ; ſo the miniller 
is obliged to preach, the few times he viſits his congregation, in the 
open air. The attention of our Popiſh anceſtors in this article 
delivers down a great reproach on the negligence of their reformed 
deſcendants : the one leaving not even the molt diſtant and ſavage 
part of our dominions without a place of worthip; the other iuf- 
tering the natives to want both inſtructor and temp!e, 

Mie. Meet great droves of fine cattle, on their way to change of 
paſture, See a ſmall quantity of very poor flax, raited trom the 
ſeed of the country, a very unprofitable management. Skie is ſo 
divided by branches of the ſea, that there is not a place five miles 
diſtant from a port ; ſuch numbers of good harbours are there in a 
place deſtitute of trade, and without a ſingle town, Reach Loch 
Bracadale. Exchange our horſes for a boat. Paſs over this beautiful 
Jand-locked harbour abounding with fate creeks. Cod-fiſh {warm 
here in the herring ſeaton puiſuing the ſhoals : a man with a fing!e 
hand-line caught in thiee hours as many as were ſold for three gui— 
neas, at the rate of tu o pence a- piece. Take leave of ſeveral gentle- 
mer, who, according to the wer hy cuſtom of theſe ifl-uds, con- 
voyed us trom place to place, and never left us till they had deli- 
vercd us over to the next hoſpitable roof, or ſeen us ſafely embarked. 


Skie is the largeſt of the Hebrides, being about ſixty meaſured 


miles long ;* the breadth anegual, by reaton of the numbers of 
lochs, 


Mr. Pennant mvufi have been mifinformed in this particular, as appears by 
the lateſt and belt maps, wherein Sky dues wot exceed forty- iE ſtatute miles 
$73 in 
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. Techs, that penetrate far on both ſides. The quant: tv of corn raiſed 
in tolerable ſeaſons in this iſland, is eſteemed to be about 9000 
bolls, The number of mouths to conſume them near 13000: mi- 
grations, and depreſſion of ſpirit, the laſt a common caule of de- 
population, having fince the year 1750 reduced the number trom 
1 5c00, to between 12 and 13000: 1c00 having croſſed the Atlantic, 
others ſunk beneath poverty, or in deſpair, ceaſed to obey the firſt 
great command, ENCREASE AND MULTIPLY, The wiſdom of 
legiſlature may perhaps tall on ſome methods to conciliate the affec- 
tions of a valuable part of the community: it is unbecoming my 
little knowledge of the country to preſume to point out the methods. 
It is to be hoped the head will, while time permits, recollect the 
uſe of the moſt eiſtant members. 

Character of the Highlanders, The manners of the native High- 
landers may juſtly be expreſſed in theſe words: indolent to a high 
degree“, unleſs rouled to war, or to any animating amuſement; or I 
may ſay, from experience, to lend any diſintereſted afliltance to the 
diſtreſſed traveller, either in directing him on his way, or attording 
their aid in pailing the dangerous torrents of the Highlands : : hot- 
pitable to the highelt degree, and full of generofity : are much at- 
fected with the civility of ſtrangets, and have in themſelves a na- 
tural politeneſs and addreſs, which often flows from the meaneſt, 
when leaſt expected. Through my, whole tour I never met. with a 
ſingle initance of national reflection! their torbearance proves them 

to 


in length. Dr. Campbell falls into the ſame error; and a gentleman who fur- 
niſned him with ſome particulars reſpecting this itland, fays, that he found it 
to be eighty miles in length ! 

* This remark can only be applied to thoſe who inhabit the interior parts 
of theſe deſerts, and depend chietly on grazing of cattle, for the means of 
ſubſiſtence. Where there are no towns, arts, e eee harbours, or 
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fiſheries, the people, conſequently, remain in a flate of inaftivity, We have 


{een the induſtry of thoſe who inhabit the maritime parts; tolling and labour- 
ing by laad and water, without ceafing ; while the females at home are em- 


ployed not only in ſpinning, but in weaving cluaths for the family, of both 


ſexes. We allo find great numbers of theſe people diſperſed over the Low 
Countries; ſome, in the capacity of menial ſervantsg others, employed in ute» 
ful arts, particularly at Glaſgow, and other manufacturing towns upon the 
Clyde, where they excel in all the domceltic qualities of induſtry, ſobriety, and 
attachment to their families, 

Mr Pennant ſeems to acknowledge this diſpoſition for induſtry, at the cloſe 
of his voyage, where he ſays, © The mighty chieftans, the brave and diſin- 
tereſted heroes of old times, by a moſt violent and ſurpriſing transformation, at 
once ſunk into the rapacious jandlords ; determined to compenſate the lots of 
power, with the encreaſe of revenue; to exchange the warm affections of their 
people for ſordid traſh. Their viſits, to thoſe ot their forefathers, arc like the 
ſurveys of a cruel land-jobber, attended by a ſet of quick-ſighied vultures, 
{killed in pointing out the moſt exqu.lite methods of oppreſſion, or ro inſtruct 
them in the art of exhauſting their purſes of ſums to be waſted in diſtant lands. 
Like the taſk-maſters of Egypt, they require them to make brick without 
firaw. They leave them in their primeval poverty, unialiructed iu any art for 


their future ſupport ; deprived of the wonted reſources of the hoſpitality of 


their lord, or the plentiful boards of his numerous friends. They experience 


= an. 


_ 5 * . — 
1 — 
= tte eee I I — — 


* 


to be ſuperior to the meanneſs of retaliation*, I fear they pity us; 
bur I hope not indiſcriminately. Are exceſſively inquiſitive after 
your buſineſs, your name, and other particulars of little conſe- 
quence to them : moſt curious after the politicks of the world, and 
when they can procure an old news- paper, will liſten to it with all 
the avidity of Shakeſpear's blackſmith, Have much pride, and 
conſequently are impatient of affronts, and revengeful of injuries. 
Are decent in their general behaviour; inclined to ſuperſtition, yet 
attentive to the duties of religion,, and are capable of giving a moſt 
diſtinct account of the principles of their faita. 

Moſt of the antient ſports of the Highlanders, ſuch as archery, 
hunting, fowling, and fiſhing, are now diſuſed. The amuſements 
by their fire-ſides were, the telling of tales, the wildeſt and moſt 
extravagant imaginable : muſic was another: in former times the 
harp was the favourite inſtrument, covered with leather and ſtrung 
with wire, but at preſent 1s quite loſt, Bagpipes are ſuppoſed to 
have been 1antoduced by the Danes: the oldeſt are played with the 


an inftantaneovs deſertion ; are flung at once into a new fate of life, and de- 
mand the foſtering band as much as the moſt infant colony, The powers of 
their ſouls are ſunk with oppreſſion, and thoſe of their bodies loſt with want, 
They look vp in deſpair at the deſerted-caſtlcs; and, worn out with famine 
and difeaſe, drop into an unnoticed grave, You degenerate progeny of hoſpitable 
chieftans, return to your native country; inform the people with your pre- 
ſence ; reſtore to them the laudable part of the antient manners; eradicate the 
bad. Rring them inſtructors, and they would learn. Teach them arts adapted 
to their climate; they would brave the fury of our ſeas in fiſhing. Send them 
materials for the coarſer manuſactures; they would with patience fit down to 
the loom; they would weave the ſails to waft your navies to victory; and part 
of them rejoice to ſhare the glory in the moſt diſſ aut cembats. Select a portion 
of them for the toils of the ocean: make your levies, enroll them; diſcipline 
them under able veterans, and ſend annually to their ports the ſmaller veſſels 
of your tremendous navy. Truſt them with ſwords, and a {mall retaining pay. 
If you have doubts, eſtabliſh a place d armes, in vacanttimes, the depoſite of their 
weapons, under proper garriſon. They weuld ſubmit to any reſtrictions; and 
think no reftraints, founded on the ſafety of the whole, an infringement of 
liberty, or an invaſion of property. Legiſlature has given them their manu- 
miſſion ; and they no longer conſider themſelves as part of the live flock of their 
chieftain, Draſt them to diftant climes, and they will facrifice their lives in 
the juſt cauſe of government, with as much zeal as their forefathers did under 
the lawleſs direction of valiant leaders. Limit only the time of their warfare ; 
ſweeten it only with the hopes of a return ro their native country, and they 


will become willing ſubſtitutes for their ſouthern brethren, Occupied in the ſoft 


arts of peace, thqſe ſhould extend your manufactures ; and zbeſe would defend 
your commerce, Perſuade government to experience their zeal; and ler 
courtly favour riſe and fall with their actions.“ 

* The ſame obſervation may be extended to the whole Scottiſh nation, who, 
inſtead of inſulting firangers that refide amongft them from England or elie- 
where, pay them a more than ordinary degree of reſpect. National diſt inctions 
are unknown in that country, neither does the appointment of an Englithman, 
or an Iriſhman, to a place of profit or honour, give the people any concern, 

1 They even exerciſe the duties of religion while on board the herring 
fleets. Every Sunday morning the oldeſt man in each boat performs to his lit- 
tle audience, the part of a clergyman in, pſalmody, reading tae ſcripture, and 

rayer, It is much to be regretted that ſo many thouſands of people thus 


diſpoſed, ſhould be deprived not only of miniſters, but of books on practical 
religion, Which they are unable to purchaſe, BA. 


mouth, 
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mquth, the loudeſt and moſt ear - piercing of any wind muſic; the 


other, played with the fingers only, are of Iriſh origin: the firſt 
ſuited the genius of this warlike people, rouſed their courage to bat- 
tle, alarmed them when ſecure, and collected them when ſcattered. 
This inſtrument is become ſcarce ſince the abolition of the power 
of the chieftans, and the more induſtrious turn of the common 
people. 


Extract from Doclor Fohnſon"'s Fourney to the Weſtern Nies of Scotland, 
1773, and publiſhed in 1775. | 


T kad deſired to viſit the Hebrides or weſtern iſles of Scotland ſo 
long that I ſcarely remember how the wiſh was originally excited; 
and was in the autumn ot the year 1773 induced to undertake 
the journey, by finding in Mr. Boſwell a companion, whoſe acute- 
neſs would help my inquiry, and whoſe gaiety of converſation and 
civility of manners are ſufficient ro counteract the inconveniencies 
of travel, in countries leſs hoſpitable than we have paſſed. 

Inverncſs, We were now to bid farewell to the luxury of travel- 
ling, and to enter a country upon which perhaps no wheel-carriage 
has ever rolled. At Inverneſs therefore we procured three horſes 
for ourſelves and a ſervant, and one more tor our bagyaye, which 


was no very heavy load. We took two Highlanders to run beſide. 


us, partiy to ſhew us the way, and partly to take back from the ſea- 
file the hories, of which they were the owners. One of them was 


a man of preat livelineſs and activiiy, of whom his companion ſaid 


that he would tire any horſe in Inverneſs, Both of them were civil 
and ready-handed, Civility ſeems part of the national character of 
the Highlands. 

Near the way, by the road ſide, we eſpied a cottage. This was 
the firſt Highland hut that I had ſeen; and as our bulineſs was with 
life and manners, we were willing to viſit it. To enter a habita- 
tion without leave, ſeems to be not conſidered here as rudeneſs or 
intruſion. The od laws of hoſpitality ſtill give this licence to a 
ſtranger. | 

When we entered, we found an old woman boiling poats-fleſh 
in a kettle. Her huſband, who is eighty years old, and her eldeſt 
boy, were at work in the wood. Her two next ſons were gone to 
Inverneſs to buy meal, by which oatmeal is always meant. Meal“ 


ſhe 


* Meal from barley and peaſe is much uſed throughout that country, eſ- 
pectally in years of ſcarcity, when the people can neither procure oatmeal, nor 
afford to pay the high price it then brings. When oatmeal fells at a thilling 
the peck, that from barley and peaſe is only eight pence. So late as the year 
175%, the medium price of oatmeal was upon an average of four or five years, 
no more than ſeven pence the peck ; it hath fince riſen gradvally co the ave- 
rage price of one ſhilling, and was in 1782 at the high price ot one ſhilling and 
AP FO tenpence. 
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ſhe conſidered as expenſive food, and told us, that in ſpring, when 
the goats gave milk, the children could live without it. With the 
true paſtoral hoſpitality, ſhe aſked us to fit down and drink whiſky. 
She is religious, and though the kirk is four miles off, probably 
eight Engliſh miles, ſhe goes thither every Sunday, We gave her 
a thilling, and ſhe begged ſnuff; for ſnuff is the luxury of a High- 
land cotiage. | 

Hort Auguſins, to Shy. The country 1s totally diveſted of its 
wood, but the ſtumps both of oaks and firs, which are ſtill found, 
ſhew that it has been once a foreſt of Jarge timber. From our 
landlord at Anoch we firit heard of the general diſſatisfaction, which 
is now driving the Highlanders into the other hemiſphere ; and 
when I aſked him whether they would ſtay at home, if th:y were 
well tieated, he anſwered with indignation, that no man willingly 
left his native country. Of the farm, which he himſelf occupied, 
the rent had, in twenty-five years, been advanced from five to 
twenty pounds, which he found himſelf fo little able to pay, that 
he would beglad to try his fortune in ſome other place. Yet he 
owned the reaſonableneſs of raiſing the highland rents in a certain 
degree, and declared himſelf willing to pay ten pounds for the 
ground which he had formerly had for five *. 

We had, by the direction of the officers at Fort Auguſtus, taken 
bread for ourſelves, and tobacco for thoſe Highlanders who might 
thow us any kindneſs. We were now at a place (Glenſheals) where 
we could obtain milk, but muſt have wanted bread it we had not 
brought it. A woman, whoſe hut was diſtinguiſhed by greater 
ſpacicuſnels, brought out ſome pails of milk. The villagers ga- 
thered about us in confiderable numbers. When our meal was over, 
Mr. Boſwell thced the bread, and divided it amongſt them, ss he 
ſuppoſed them never to have taſted a wheaten loat before. The 
woman whoſe milk we drank, ſeemed unwilling to take any price, 
but being preſſed to make a demand, at laſt named a ſhilliny, One 


of the by-ſtanders, as we were told afterwards, adviſed her to ak 


for more, but ſhe ſaid a ſhilling was enough. We gave her halt a 
crown, and I hope got ſome ciedit by our behaviour; for the com- 
pany ſaid, if our interpreters did not flatter us, that they had not 
ſeen ſuch a day fince the old laird of Macleod paſſed through 
their country, At Glenelg, where the negative catalogue of pro- 
vifions was very copious, we had an eminent proof of Highland 
hoſpitality. Along ſome miles of the way, in the evening a gen- 
tleman's ſervant had kept us company on foot with very little no- 


tenpepce. As oatmeal is the general food of the great body of the people in 
that kingdom, its price ſhould be fo regulated as not to diſcourage manufactures 
and commerce, In this view, the medium price ſhould not exceed nine, or at 
moſt, ten pence. 

* Were there towns or markets in the Highlands, the plea for raiſing rents 
fourfold might have ſome foundation in equity; but as there are no towns 
throughout theſe extenſive and barren regions, an augmentation of cent. per 
cent. upon rents, in the ſpace of twenty years, ovght to ſatisſy any man who 
is endued with reaſon, or the common feelings of humanity. 
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tice on our part. He left us near Glenelg, and we thought on him 
no more till he came to us again, in about two hours, with a pre- 
ſent trom his maſter of rum and ſugar. The man had mentioned 
his company; and the gentleman, whoſe name, I think, is Gor- 
don, well knowing the penury of the place, had this attention to 
two men, whoſe names perhaps he had not heard, by whom his 
kindneſs was nor likely to be ever repaid, and who could be re- 
commended to him only by their neceflities. 

Sy. Armicel, the reſidence of Sir Alexander Macdonald, is a 
neat houſe, with a wall'd orchard, ſhaded by tall aſh-trees of a 
ſpecies uncommonly valuable. This plantation deſerves attention, 
becauſe it proves that the preſent nakedneſs of the Hebrides is not 
wholly the fault ot nature. | 

From Armidel we came at night to Coriatachan, the reſidence of 
Mr, Mackinnon, by whom we were treated with very liberal hoſ- 
pitality, among a moe numerous and elegant company than it 
could have been ſuppoſed eaſy to collect. The weather was next 
day too violent for the continuation of our journey; but we had 
no reaſon to complain of the interruption. We ſaw in every place, 
what we chiefly deſired to know, the manners of the people. We 
had company, and, it we had choien retirement, we might have 
had books. I never was in any gentleman's houſe of the High- 
lands where I did not find books in more languages than one. 
Literature is not neglected by the higher ranks ot the Hebridians. 

At the tables where a ſtranger is received, neither plenty nor 
delicacy is wanting. Not long atter the morning dram, may be 
expected the breaktaſt, a meal in which the Scots, whether of the 
Lowlands or Mountains, muſt be confeſſed to excel us. The tea 
and coffee are accompanied not only with butter, but with honey, 
conſerves, and marmalades. It an epicure could remove by a 
wiſh, in quelt of ſenſual gratifications, wherever he had ſupped he 
would breakfaſt in Scotland. A dinner in the weſtern iſlands dif- 
ters very litile from a dinner in England. Their {uppers are, like 
their dinners, various and plentiful. The table is always covered 
with elegant linen. At the firſt intermiſſion of the ſtormy weather 
we were informed that the boat, which was to convey us to the 
Hand ot Raaſay, attended us on the coaſt. We had from this time 
our intelligence facilitated, and our converſation enlarged, by the 
company of Mr. Macqueen, minitter of a pariſh in Sky, whoſe 

knowledge and politeneſs gave him a title equally to kindneſs and 
reſpe&t, and who, from this time, never forſook us till we were 
preparing to leave Sky, and the adjacent places, 

When we came near Raaſay, we ſaw the laird's houſe, a neat 
modern fabric, and found Mr. Macleod, the proprietor of the 
Hand, with many gentlemen, expecting us on the beach. Our 
reception exceeded our expectations. We found nothing but civi- 


lity, elegance, and plenty. After the uſval retreſhments, and the 


uſual converſation, the evening came upon us. The carpet was 
then rolled off the floor: the muſician was called, and the whole 
company was invited to dance, nor did ever fairies trip it with 

| greater 
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greater alacrity. When it was time to ſup, the dance ceaſed, and 
ux and thirty perſons fat down to two tables in the ſame room. 
Atter ſupper the ladies ſung Erſe ſongs, to which I liſtened as an 
Engliſh audience to an Italian opera, delighted with the ſound of 
words which I did not underſtand. The ladies not thinking them- 
ſelves equal to the work of tranſlating the ſongs, I enquired the 
ſubjects, and was told of one, that it was a love fong, and of ano- 
ther, that it was a farewell compoſed by one of the Iſlanders that 
was going, in this epidemical fury of emigration, to ſeek his for- 
tune in America. 

The family of Raafay conſiſts of the laird, three ſons, and ten 
daughters. For the ſons there is a tutor in the houſe, and the 
lady is ſaid to be very ſkilful and diligent in the edueation of her 
girls. More gentleneſs of manners, or a more pleaſing appearance 
ot domeſtick ſociety, is not found in the moſt poliſhed countries *. 

This iſland is like the other iſlands, I think, generally naked 
of ſhade, but it is naked by neglect; for the laird has an orchard, 
and very large trees grow about his houſe. Near the houle at Raa- 
fay is a Chapel unroofed and uſeleſs; through the fcur iſlands 
wich we viſited, we neither ſaw nor heard of any houſe of prayer, 
except in Sky, that was not in ruins. If the remembrance of papal 
ſuperſtition is obliterated, the monuments of papal piety are 
likewiſe effaced. The want of churches is not the only impe- 
diment to piety ; there is likewiſe a want of miniſters, A pariſh 
often contains more iſlands than one; and each iſland can have 
the minitter only in its own turn. At Raaſay they had, I think, 
a right to ſerve only every third Sunday. All the proviſion made 
by the preſent eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, tor the inhabitants of about 
a hundred ſquare miles , is prayers and ſermon in a little room, once 
in three weeks: and even this parſimonious diſtribution is at the 
mercy of the weather: and in thoſe iflands where the miniſter does 
not refive, it is impoſſible to tell how many weeks or months may 
paſs without any public exerciſe of religion. 

At Taliſker in Sky, we very happily met Mr. Duncan Maclean, 
a young gentleman, the eldeit ſon of the laird of Col, heir to 
a very great extent of land, and ſo deſirous of improving his inhe- 
ritance, that he ſpent a confiderable time among the farmers of 
Herttordſhire and Hampſhire, to learn their practice. He worked 
with his own hands at the principal operations of agriculture, that 
he might not deceive himſeif by a falſe opinion of ſkill, which if he 
mould find it deficient at home, he had no means of completing. 

It the world has agreed to praiſe the travels and manual labours of 


'® The circumſlantial deſcription here tranſcribed of high-life, in Sky and 
Raalay, may ſe ve for that of the whole Hebrides, as related by our learned 
traveller. He every where meets with the ſame manners, politeneſs, and hoſ- 
pitality, among the gentry, and the ſew clergymen with whom he converſed, 
Of the latter he ſpeaks with particular reſpect, and ſeems to regret that men, 
iv whom are combined the gentleman, the chriſtian, and faithful paſtor, 
moulc profeſs modes of religious worſhip different from the church of England, 

+ Raalay is twelve miles in length, three in breadth, and contains near one 
aoutand inhabitants. | 
the 
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the Czar of Muſcovy, let Mr. Maclean of Col have his ſhare of 
the like applauſe, in the proportion of his dominions to the Em- 
dire of Ruſſia, He has introduced into the ifland the culture of 
turnips, of which he has a field, where the whole work was per- 
formed by his own hand. His intention 1s to provide tor his cattle 
in the winter. This innovation was conſidered by a gentleman of 
the neighbourhood as the idle project of a young head, heated with 
Engliſh fancies ; but he has now found that turnips will really grow, 
and that hungry ſheep and cows will really eat them. By ſuch ac- 
quiſitions as theſe, the Hebrides may in time riſe above their an- 
nual diſtreſs, Wherever heath will grow, there 1s reaſon to thigk 
ſomething better may draw nouriſhment ; and by trying the pro- 
duction of other places, plants will be found ſuitable to every ſoil “. 
Col. Wherever we rode over the iſland of Col, we were pleaſed to 
ſee the reverence with which the people regarded the young laird. 
He did not endeavour to dazzle them by any magnificence of dreſs; 
his only diſtinction was a feather in his bonnet ; but as ſoon as he 
appeared, they forſook their work and cluſtered ab ut him: he 
took them by the hand, and they ſeemed mutually delighted. He 
has the proper diſpoſition of a chieftan, and ſeems deſirous to con- 9, 
tinue the cuſtom of his houſe, The bagpiper played regularly, 
when dinner was ſerved, whoſe perſon and dreſs made a good a 14 
arance, and he brought no diſgrace upon the family of Rankin, | 
which has long ſupplied the lairds of Col with hereditary muſick. 
A country that has no money, is by no means convenient for beg- 
gars, yet here are tome who wander from iſland to ifland, We 
bad, in our paſſage to Mull, the company of a women and her 
child, who had exhauſted the charity of Col. Life is here, in ſome, 
reſpects, improved beyond the condition of ſome other Iſlands. In 
Sky what is wanted can only be bought, as the arrival of ſome 
wandering pedlar may afford an opportunity. But in Col, there 
is a ſtanding ſhop, and in Mull r there are two. I have in Sky 
had ſome difficulty to find ink for a letter; and if a woman breaks 
her needle, the work is at a ſtop. There is not in the weſtern 
iſlands any collection of buildings that can make pretenſions to be 
called a town, except in the iſle of Lewis, which I have not ſeen, 
If Lewis is diſtinguiſhed by a town, Col has alſo ſomething pecu- 10 
liar. The young laird has attempted what no iflander perhaps - | 
ever thought on. He has begun a road capable of a wbeel- carriage. | 
He has carried it about a mile, and will continue it by annual 
elongation from his houſe to the harbour 3. 


Mull. 7 4 


In many parts the heath grows to the height of three feet, a certain 
indication of an improveable foil. See experiments on heathy ſoils, by Mr. | 
Barclay of Uric near Aberdeen. Pennam' Tour 1772, vol. 2. page | 

+ An ifland 35 miles in length, containing 5000 inhabitants. | 

T This gentleman never forſook the Deftor and Mr. Boſwell, till he had 
lodged them under the hoſpitable roof of his chief, Sir Allan Maclean of Mall. 
Ar this place Sir Allan, at the requeſt of his gueſts, agrees te accompany them 
to the fameus iſland of Jona, which lies at no great diftance, Juſt as the com- 


pany | 
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Mull, This iſland had ſuffered like Sky by the black winter of 
1771. Where the climate is unkind, and the ground penurious, 
ſo that the moſt truitful years produce only enough to maintain 
themſelves; where life unimproved, and unadorned, fades into 
ſomething little more than naked exiſtence, and every one is buty 
for himſelf, without any arts by which the pleaſures of others may 
be increaſed, if to the daily burden of diſtreſs any additional 
weight be added, nothing remains but to deſpair and die. In 
Mull the diſappointment of a harveſt, or a murrain, among the 
cattle, cuts off the regular proviſion ; and they who have no ma- 
nufactures can purchaſe no part of the {uperfluities of other covn- 
tries. The conſequence of a bad ſcaſon, is here not ſcarcity but 
emptineſs; and they whoſe plenty was barely a ſupply of natural 
and preſent need, when that ſlender flock tails, mult periſh with 
hunger. 7 5 

To this ſhort abſtract, we ſhall ſubjoin the doctor's humane, and 
ſenſible reflections on the preſent ſpirit of emigration. "There 
ſeems now (ſays he), whatever be the cauſe, to be through a great 
part of the Highlands a general diſconteni. That adherence, which 
was lately proteſſed by every man to the chief of his name, has now 
little prevalence; and he that cannot live as he deſites at home, 
liſtens to the tale of fortunate iſlands, and happy regions, where 
every man may bave land of his own, and eat the product of his 
labour without a ſuperior. 

Thoſe who bave obtained grants of American lands, have, as is 
well known, invited ſettlers from all quarters of the globe; and 
among other places, where oppreſſion might produce a wiſh for 
new habitations, their emiſſaries would not fail to try their perſua- 
ſions in the iſles of Scotland, where, at the time when the clans 
were newly diimiſſed from their chiets, and exaſperated by unpre- 
cedented exactions, it is no wonder that they prevailed, 

Whether the miſchiefs of emigration were immediately perceiv- 
ed, may be juſtly queſtioned. They who went firſt, were proba- 
bly ſuch as could beit be ſpared; but the accounts ſent by the ear- 
lieſt adventures, whether true or talſe, inclined many to tollow 
them; and whole neighbourhoods formed parties for removal; ſo 
that departure from their native country is no longer exile. But 
ſome relate that theſe adventurous viſitants of unknown regions, 
after a voyage, paſſed in dreams of pleuty and felicity, are dif- 
perſed at laſt upon a ſylvan wilderneſs, where their firſt years muſt 
be ſpent in toil, to clear the ground which is afterwards to be tilled, 


and that the whole effect of their undertaking is only more fatigue 
and equal ſcarcity. | 


any was ready to embark, “ we now parted, ſays the doctor, from the young 
Fair of Col, who had treated us with ſo much kindneſs, and concluded his 
favours by conſigning us to Sir Allan, Here we had the laſt embrace of this 
amiable man, who, while theſe pages were preparing to atteſt his virtues, 


periſhed in the paſſage between Ulva and Inch Kenneth.“ 


Some 
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Some method to ſtop this epidemick defire of wandering, which 
ſpreads its cantagion trom valley to valley, deſerves to be ſought with 
great diligence, In more fruitful countries, the removal of one, 
only makes room for the ſucceſſion of another : but in the Hebrides, 
the lots of an inhabitant leaves a laſting vacuity ; for nobody born 
in any other parts of the world will chooſe this country for his re- 
ſidence; and an iſland once depopulated will remain a deſert, as long 
as the preſent facility of travel gives every one, who is diſcontented 
and unſettled, the choice of his abode. 

Let it be inquired, whether the firſt intention of thoſe who are 
fluttering on the wing, and collecting a flock that they may take 
their flight, be to attain good, or to avoid evil. If they are diſſatiſ- 
fied with that part of the globe which their birth has alloted them, 
and reſolve not to live without the pleaſures of happier climates, I 
know not by what eloquence they can be perſuaded, or by what 
offers they can be hired to ſtay, 

But it they are driven from their native country by poſitive evils, 
and diſguſted by ill- treatment, real or imaginary, it were fit to re- 
move their grievances, and quiet their reſentment. That they 
may not fly from the in-reaſe of rent, I know not whether the 
general good does not require that the landlords be, for a time, | 
reſtrained in their demands, and kept quiet by penſions proportio- « 
nate to their loſs “. Tones 

To hinder inſurrection by driving away the people, and to go- 
vern peaceably, by having no ſubjects, is an expedient that argues 
no great profundity of politicks, To ſoften the obdurate, to con- 
vince the miſtaken, to mollity the reſentful, are worthy of a ſtateſ- 
man; but it affords a legiſlator little ſelf- applauſe to conſider, that 
where there was formerly an inſurrection, there is now a wil- 
derneſs. | 


* This would prove only a temporary remedy at belt, for ſo ſoon as the 
penſions were diſcontinued, fo ſoon would the rents be raiſed, and all the mo- | 
ney thus expended, would be loſt entirely to the public, without having pro- | 
duced any permanent effect. It would be better to ftrike at the evil at once, 1 
by bringing theſe people nearer to the Low Countries, by efiabliſhing marts | 
where they might ſell their cattle, foul, fith, and the produce of their ivduttry ; | 
where, in return they could ſupply themſelves with neceſſaries for the titheries, MW 
and proviſion for the winter; where alſo, they would have opportunities of at- | 
tending the duties of religion, a circumſtance of greater force amongſt a reli- 
gious people than may be imagined, and which wovld almoſt extinguiſh the 
defire of quitting their native country. Let, therefore, the money which the 
doctor propoſes to grant in penſions, be thus appropriated to more. valuable MT 
purpoſes, and emigratiou will no longer deſolate the laud. | 
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Remarks on the Short Tour of Scotland, compre- 
hending the Southern Diviſion of that Kingdom, 
and a conſiderable Portion of the Highlands. 


MON the benefits ariſing from turnpike roads, is that of 
travelling for health or pleaſure over this extenſive and beau- 
titul Iſland. It is an amuſement by which an overgrown, luxu— 
rious capital, diſtributes a portion of its ſuperfluous riches through 
eighty-five counties, and an incredible number of villages, ſome of 
whom confder the money thus acquired, as their ſtaple or main 
ſupport. | 
| "On the other hand, the traveller finds his curioſity gratified, 
his knowledge extended, or his health reftored ; while the ſcenes of 
penury and diſtreſs which often preſent themſelves to view, eſpeci- 
ally in the countries which we have been deſcribing, will, in the 
compariſon, impreſs his heart with gratitude towards the Deity, 
and teach him a leflon of contentment, which, till then, he poſſibly 
never had the pleaſure of enjoying ſo completely. 

Thus travelling dittuſes reciprocal benefits, from the centre, to the 
moſt remote corners of Britain; and with a view to this important 
end, I have drawn up the following Remarks vpon that part of the 
road which is leaſt known, though not the leaſt conducive to health, 
as all thoſe who have made the experiment, readily acknowledye. 

Travelling in the Highlands of Scotland, is no longer attended 
with the dangers and inſurmountable difficulties ; the want of neceſſa- 
ries, and other inconveniencies, which deterred our anceſtors from 
viſiting theſe mountainous wilds, The people are ſtudious to ob- 
lige. Proviſions, eſpecially fiſh, tame and wild tow! ; ſmall, but 
delicate beef, mutton and lamb, are plenty, to thoſe who can afford 
to pay for them; wines, and ſpitituous liquors, are yet unadulterated 
in that country ; bed, and table linen, far exceed the expectations of 
every ſtranger; but theſe obſervations are only appl:cable to the 
main roads, which are now generally accommodated with carriages. 
The beſt ſcaſon fur an excurſion into Scotland, is, from the 
middle of May, till the firſt of Auguſt. The weather is then 
generally dry and clear, a circumſtance of the firſt importance to 
thoſe who travel either for health or pleaſure. The glory of Scot- 
land is its pictureſque views, and romantic ſcenery, which, to ex- 
plore with ſatisfaQtion, requires both a clear ſky, and ample time: 
whoever hurries along in a cloſe carriage, arriving late, and ſetting 
out early, muſt return with a very ſuperficial knowledge of the 
country, and the manners of the people. | 

There are three roads which lead from England te Edinburgh; 
that by Berwic, on the eaſt; Wooler in the centre; and Carliſle 
on the weſt, 3 5 | | 
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Berwick, is ſituated on the north fide of the Tweed z 335 miles 
from London, and 53 trom Edinburgh. After paſſing through an 
1m provable countiy called the Merfe, the traveller arrives at Cold- 
ingham moor, the eaſtern woe) hor! of a ridge of bills, which, 
under various names, extends from Coldingham to the Firth ot 
Clyde, on the welt, thereby crofling the kingdom from fea to ia 
and dividing the ſouth of Scotland "into two paris. No traveller 
can therefore reach Edinburgh or Glaſgow, without poſing 1th-fe 
hills; but the trouble of aſcending them eis amply "repaid by the 
grandeur of the proſpefts which they command, in the deſccnt 
northwards, _ 

Atthe diſtance of twelve miles from . the road takes a 
lanting, north-welt direction, on the declivity of the hills, and 
gradually opens a moſt extenſive view of the north-coaſt, as tar as 
the promontory of Red Head, in the Shire of Angus. That dif- 
tant proſpect is, however, ſoon intercepted by the coaſt of Fite, 
which ſtretches along the norih fide of the Forth, as tar inland as 
the eye can perceive. The entrance of that noble river is diſtin- 
guiſhed, on the north fide, by the Iſle of May, and on the ſouth, 
by the Baſs iſland, a rock of conſiderable height, and covered with 
an incredible number of Sojan geeſe. The Forth, though only nine 
miles wide at its entrance, expands within to e)ghteen miles; Cone 
tracts at Edinburgh, to five miles ; and, at the Queen” s Ferri above 
Edinburgh, to two miles; widens again to near four miles, which 
it holds for a conſiderable extent; 3 16 navigable for merchant mens 
high as Alon, fifty miles from the ſea; and for coaſters, as far as Stir- 
ling. The Forth was, antiently, the chief ſcene of commerce and 

navigation in Scotland, and it is, conſequently, lined with towns, 
ſome in ruins, and others beginoing to reſume the appearance ot 
buſineſs. The gemlemens ſeats, on both ſides of the river, are 
numerous, large, and ſtrongly built. 

We neſt now return to our traveller, who, by this time, is con- 
templating the paſs of the Tees, a deep chaſm or glen, over which 
a bridge of 1 ;0 feet in height is now building by ſubſcription. A 
plcalanr, fertile, and populous country, called the Lothians, now 
opens arevery fide, through which, a ſtraight, level road of thirty - 
five miles leads to Edinburgh. The old cuitom ot enclofing with 
{icne dikes begins to be expioded by gentlemen who ha: e any re- 
gard to the ornament of their country, the warmth of the grounds, 
or the protection of the cattie, from the piercing winds of winter, and 
the flies in ſummer “. Hedge rows interiperied with [piral trces, as 
beech, larches, aſpine, and Luckcombe oak, + would be 1 incompas 
r:.bly preterable, in reſpect of beawy, utility, and duration. 

Edinburgh, the capital of Scotland, being environed on the 
eaſt fide with hills, no appearanccs of the city are diſcorered till 
the traveller hath arrived at the baſe of Arthur' s ſeat, where. he 


* To the want of thade, as well as the want sf graſs, is owing the lean- 
eſs of the black cattle in Scotland. In very hot weather they ron trom place 
to place during the greateſt pait of the day, and thus walte themſelves. 

F Sew A ful) account of this tree in Doole; Anuual Reg ler, vol. 6. 
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finds himſelf at orce amidſt ſmoke and buſineſs. This city conũſt⸗ 
chicfly of one rc: ular, well- built ſtyeet, extending ina north-welk 
direction, ihe ler 5th of an Engl:fh wile, and 27:48 in a gradual! 
aſcent, upon the e ſummit of a hi ll, which te1ininate: in a per pendt- 
cular rock, whercon the calle is buiir, 

| he houics in the main ftrect are generally five or ſix ſtories 
higb in tront, and fiom fix to ten ttories backwards, owing to the 
rapid deciiviiy of the hill on both files of the ftfcet; the whole 
town ehibidng, at a dittauc, the appeurance of van buildings, 
crowding for f otectton under the wings of the cnſtle, which rites 
maje ll ic ali to the height of 300 teet, overlooks the whole city; 
aud commands an extenffre view ot the river Forth, ard the ad- 
juccut counttigs. 

The views from Edinburgh are its glory; as its it o mmedious 
butidings, its narrow dirty lanes. (there called cloſes), arc its diſ-— 
grace. On. the north- Som ſide of the town is the 5 wi hi, at- 
tording a variegated, and moſt enchanting ; proſpect ; but the.» ure 
loſt in the cc mpefiſan with what Arthur's ; (eat commands. Th.is hill 
riſes from the lower end of the town, to the height of 656 teet, 
being nearly doubles thy height of the crofs on the top of St. Paul's 
J. ondon, Which is 340 ꝛcct. 

Edinburgh is ſituated on the ſouth fide of the Forth, at the di-. 
tance of two ſhort miles, and hath thereby the benefit of ſez 
breeze, which, in winter, bl pretty frei on a city of ſuch eleva- 
tion. The deſcent on the vorth ide, terminates in a narrow valley, 
tormerly a ſheet oi water, called the north Loch. Ht extends the 
whole length of the town from eall to welt, and is bounded on the 
north by a rifing ground, now connected with the city by a mag 
nificent bridge, wheſe centre arch is ninety feet high. 

This bigh ground itfetches in a para lel ditectſon with Edin- 
burgh; it is a mile in l-neth, flat on the ſummit, and hath a gente 
deſcent on each fide. Nature could not have formed a place more 
fuitabie for enlarging an over-crouded city; and, conſequently, tht - 
magiſtrates in 1767, formed the out-lines of a rtew town, upon a 
regular plan of architecture. The honſes were to be of lone and 
late; commodtous, elegant, unitorm, and the height limited to 
three ſtories. The ſtreets were to be from qv to 120 feet wide, 
pertectly ftraigh', and to croſs each other at right angles, The 
north Loch, ar preſent an unwholelome quagmire, was to be formed 
into a canal, bordered by a terrace walk, and the alcent to the 
new town ornathented with ſhrubberies, Dc. A plan of this in- 
tended feat of elegance was publiſhed on copper plate, and lots 
of ground were immediately taken by the nobility, gentry, and 
principal inhabitants, upon bonding teaſes; 

Thus far the buſtne's was conducted with tatte and re demnents 
* But when gen'lemen had begun io build elegant houſes on the 
faith of the new plan, they were Lurprited to "find the {por, ap- 
pointed for terraces and a canal, beginning to be covered with mean 
irregular buildings, and work-hoafes for tradeſmen.“ Thus the 
magiltrates, not contented with an increake of revenue both ſudden _ 
AN 
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and unexpected, had nearly ruined the town, by deviating from the 
elegant plan which they thei (elves had publiſhed, The conſequence 
was a ſuit before the houſe of peers, in which the Magiſtrates were 
calt, with loſs ana dilyrace; befides the mortification of havin; 
the management of this buſineſs transſerred to the hands of the 
Lord Prefide at of the Court of Seſſion, and the Lord Chief Baron 
of the Exchequer. 

The railing of this new city upon the moſt magnilicent deſign, i is 
a matter of the greateſt cn ſequence to the whole nation, as it will 
draw a reſort of company, and conſequently an influx of money, 
to that inpoverifhed part of the iſland. Of this, there is not the 
ſwalleſt doubt; for, notwithſtanding ſome deformities, owing to the 
taſteleſs abſurdities vi the magiſtrates, it ſurpaſſes, upon the whole, 
any pile of buildings in theſe kingdoms, ot the fame extent, 

One ha't of the high ground is already covered; and, in a few 
years, the whole will be engaged. The original plan, which was 
drawn by an ingenious architect; is fo judicious in all its parts, as 
to preclude the poſi ibility of improvement thereon, one inſtance 
excepted, which experience hath pointed out to be highly expe- 
dient. 

The main ſtreets, which run the whole length of the town, from 
eaſt to weſt, are three; viz. Prince's-ſtreet, which, having a 
ſouthefn- afpect, faccs the old town ; Qucen- ſtreet, wh ich, having 
a northern aſpect, faces the river Forth; and George itreet in the 
centre. The firſt and laſt mentioned ſtreets confiit of one row of 
houſes only; conſequentiy, the very elevated, and open ſituation of 
thoſe lireets, expoſe the inhabitants to the cutting winds, and vio- 
lent ſtorms, of that northern climate. 

As a remedy to this inconvenience, let the deſcent from thoſe 
ſtreets be planted with quick growing ſpiral tices, of the moſt 
ornamental ſpecies; theſe, in a tew years, will rife above the level 
of the ſtreets, and gradually izreen the firſt floties; while the 
ſummit may be planted with double rows of trees, fo as to protect 
the upper ſtories of the houſes from the cold blaſts of winter, and 
afford a molt agreeable ſhade in ſummer. Trees, thus diſpoſed, 
will correct the air, embeiliſh the toun, and form a4 convenient, 
healthful walk to the inhabitants. All ſchemes of covering the 
open {ide of theſe ſtreets with houſes, or ſnops, to the height of 
one ſtory, as propoſed by an anonymous writer, ought to be con- 
 fidered as the celufire projects ot intereſted perſons, more atten- 
tive to prirate views, than the ornament, aud beueht of their 
country. 

As this new town is circumſeribed on erery fide, excepring the 
north, it would be expedient in the magiſtiates to have a view to 
the puichale oi lands towards the Forth, and Leith water, u hereon to 
mark the lines of regular ſtreete, to be carcied forw ard, ia ſtraight 
ireftions, to thele rivers. Edinburgh begins to ſurmount its mis- 
fortunes, in the loſs of the court and parliament; manufactures 
and commerce, the true ſources of wealth, are again reſumed, and 
bid fair to extend the capital as far as thuſs waters will permit. 
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zeſides the benefits of an increaſing commerce, this city is eon- 
ſidered as the modern Athens, in politeneſs, ſcience, and literature. 
The writings of its proteflors, divines, and lawyers, are every where 
read, and admired. In the healing art, it hath no equal. A ſemi- 
nary thus celebrated, mult naturally bring thither many ſtudents 
from various parts of Europe and America; a conſideration which 
affords freſh arguments in tavour of open airy ſtreets, and commo- 
dious low houtes, furn ſhed, where practicable, with ſmall gardens. 

The diſtance from Edinburgh to Perth is forty miles, almoſt due 
north. The fiſt object that preſents itſelf is the 1iver Forth, 
which may be crofled at Leith, where it is ſeven miles over, or 
at the Queen's Ferry, nine miles above, where the paſſoge is only 
two miles. Both of theſe roads uviic at Kinroſs, a plcalant town 
on the banks or Loch Leven, a lake of twelie miles in circum- 
ference, ornamented with woody itlands, on one of which, the 
unfortunate Mary Queen of Scots was impriſoned by her ſubjects. 
Thus far the country 1s very fine, and well improved; conhſting 
of gentle riſings, and rich crops of grain, but without thoſe hedge- 
rows, interlined with trees, which ornament the plains of the 
fouth. - | 

From Kinroſs, the country aſſimes a mountainous appearance, 
very proper tor ſheep, but injudicioully cut up, in many parts, for 
the raiſing of flender crops of grain, a cuſtom too prevalent 
throughout the whole kingdom of Scotland. 

The deſcent from thele hills opens a view of Stratherne, a rich 
valley, 30 miles in length; bounded on both ſides by verdant ſnheep- 
walks; interſperſed with the {eats of nobility and gentry ; and 
beautified by the numerous windings of the river Erne. Croſs the 
bridge, and aſcend the baſe of Moncrief hill, commanding an ex- 
tenſive proſpect of Perth, the Tay, and the Grampian mountains. 
his is the ſhorteit, and moſt uſual road to Perth; but travellers, 
who wiſh to fee the remains of a city, celebrated formerly for 
{cicnce and commerce, mult, atter their paſſage from Leith, keep 
— che eaſt-coaſt of Fifeſhire, till they arrive at St. Andrews, 
whole ruins, at a ſhort diſtance, exhibit a picture of Gothic magui- 
ficence, and Chriſtian barbarity, - | 

The rown conſiſted of four ſtreets of conſiderable length, and pro- 
portionable breadth, running parallel to each other, in ſtraight lines. 
Tree of the ſtreets ſtill remain; of the fourth, hardly a veſtige 
is to be ſeen, Further particulars, reſpecting this fallen city, would 
be painful in the recital. 

After paſſing through an open country of nine miles, the tra- 
veller arrives at the banks of the Tay, where that river is two 
miles in breadth ; it widens above, to three miles; and is navigable 
for coaſting veſſels as high as Perth, from whence much ſalmon is 
ex ported to London, The ferry can only be croſſed after half flood, 
when ſtout boats are continually plying for paſſengers to Dundee, 
a handſome town, finely ſituated for trade, and long celebrated 
tor the commercial {pirit of its inhabitants, who are equally diſtia- 
guiſhed tor their taſte, in whatever relates to ornament, or utility. 
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The diſtance from Dundee to Perth is twenty-two miles, throvgh 
the Carſe of Gowric, eſteemed the garden of Scotland, but which, 
its envious neighbours ſay, is denied fire in winter, water in ſum- 
mer, and the grace of God all the year. There are two roads 
through this delightful ſpot 5s the lower and the upper. The 
lower road is upon the edge of the Tay, and hath a near view of 
the oppoſite coatt of Fife, which riſes in a gentle aſcent from the 
water, and in beauty and fertility is little interior to the northern 
ſhore. The upper road commands one of the richeſt views in 
Great Britain, and is conſequently preterred by all thoſe who tra- 
vel for health or amuſement. It is carried along the margin of the 
Gowrie hills, whoſe floping ſides are every where covered with 
rich fields of wheat, clover, or thriving plantations. 

Within a few miles of Perth, theſe hills begin to cloſe upon 
the river; the terrified ranger finds himſelf invironed by lotty 
impending precipices, cloathed however to a conſiderable height 
with natural woods; a ſpecimen of the rude magnificence ſo tre- 
quent in the Highlands, which is now at no great diſtarce. 

Perth ſtands upon the welt fide of the Tay; it conſiſts chiefly 
of two handſome ttreets; is, upon the whole, an elegant town, and 
admits of great improvement. Its ſhady walks on the banks of the 
Tay, the oppoſite hills covered with riſing plantations, the hand- 
ſome bridge, from whence there is a view of an extenſive plain 
bounded by diſtant mountains, compoſe a juſtly admired landſcape. 

But no traveller, who 1s not in a deep decline, ſhould leave this 
place, until he hath aſcended the hill of Moncrief ; where, having 
gained the ſummit, his labour will be amply repaid. Vain would 
be the attempt of the moſt tertile imagination, to diſplay, by de- 
icription, the fcenery which that hill commands. The ſoft, and 
the rude touches of nature, are ſo finely blended, that the eye 
alone, can delineate them. ; 

On leaving Perth, the Grampian mountains appear in full view, 
ſtretching in a north-eaſt direction, trom Lochlomond to Aberdeen; 
having in tront, the valley or plain of Strathmore, of conſiderable 
extent and fertility ; the great theatre of Scottiſh valour, in defence 
of their country and liberties; and is therefore ſtyled, by way of pre- 
eminence, cla//ic ground. The Caledonians had Jong beheld, with 

deep concern, the encroaching ſpirit of the Romans, in Britain; 
their vigilance, perſeverance, and progreſſive conqueſts, from the 
Thames northward, till they arrived at the baſe of theſe moun- 
tains, Here the Caledonians, fecing themſelves inveſted by ſea 
and land, with a view to the complete conqueſt of the itland, 
made vigorous preparations, to check the turther progreſs of 
thoſe hoſtile intruders. Having collected the force of ihe na- 
nion, and lodged their wives and children in places of ſecurity, 
they marched forward in good order, and with a bold coumenance, 


till they came within fighr of the Roman legions, whom they no 


longer conſidered ,as invincible. While Agricola was animating 
his victorious legions, exhorting them to put an end to a iirugple 
of fifty years with one great and important day, the royal Caledo- 
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nian pathetically addreſſed his countrymen, in a ſpeech of cone 
fiderable length, of which the following abſtract, from Tacitus, is 
here inſerted, as a ſpecimen : i 
Againſt their pride and ambition (ſaid he) you will in vain 
ſeek a remedy or refuge from any obſequiouſneſs or humble beha- 
viour. Theſe plunderers of the earth, theſe rayagers of the uni— 
verſe, finding countries to fail tnem, endeavour to rifle the wide 
ſeas and the ocean, If the enemy be wealthy, he inflames their 
avarice; if poor, their ambition. Neither the eaſtern world, nor 
the weſtern, vaſt as they are, can ſatiate theſe general robbers. Of 
all men, they alone thirſt after acquiſitions, both poor and rich, 
with equal avidity and paſſion. Devaſtations, murders, and uni- 
verſal deſtruction, they by a lying name ſtyle empire and govern- 
ment; and when they have ſpread a general devattation, they call 
it peace, Deareſt to every man, by the ties of natore, are his 
children and kindred, Theſe are ſnatched fram us to ſupply their 
armies, and doomed to hondage in other parts of the carth. Our 
Wives, daughters, and filters, however they eſcape violence from 
them as from open enemies, are dehauched under the appearance 
of triendſhip. Our goods are their tribute, our corn their provj- 
ſion, our bodies and limbs their tools for the drudgery of making 
cuts through woods, and drains in bugs, under continual blows 
and outrages. | | 
«© The Brigantes *, even under the conduct of a woman, burnt 
their colony, ſtormed their entrenchments, and, had not ſuch au- 
ſpicious beginnings degenerated into floth, might bave with eaſe 
caſt off the yoke and recovered their tormer liberty. Let us, who 
are yet unſubdued, who ſtill preſerve our forces intire, and want 
not to acquire, but only to ſecure, liberty, ſhew at once, in the very 
firſt encounter, what kind of men Caledonia has reſerved for her 
own vindication and defence. Here you ſee a general, here an 
army ; there tributes and mines, with a long train of calamities 
and curſes, ever attending a ſtate of ſlavery, Whether all theſe are 
to be for ever impoſed and borne, or we torthwith avenge ourſelves 
for the attempt, this yery day muſt determine. As therefore you 
advance to battle, look back upon your anceſtors, who lived in the 
happy Rate of liberty; look forward to your poſterity, who, unleſs 
you exert your valour in this yery field, mult live for ever in a 
miſerable ſlate of ſervitude.” | 
Many battles were fought in this ſtruggle between the thirft of 
empire, and the love of freedom. The Roman legions, more through 
their military knowledge, than ſuperior bravery, generally pre- 
vailed; but the Caledonians, aided by their mountains and mo- 
raſſes, though often defeated, were never completely ſubdued. 
What the Romans could not, therg{pre, acquire by the ſword, 
they endeavoured to accompliſh by policy, Having ſtationed 
themſelves in the centre of the kingdom, as appears by the camps 


* The Brigantes inhabited Yorkſhire, Lancaſhire, Darham, Weſtmore- 
land, and Cumberland. They made a brave defence, under Queen Boadic'a, 


fl 


and were the laſt of the South Britains who ſubmitted to the Romans. 
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1/1 viſible in the front of tho ountains, they cremed a diſtir Ktion. 
detween the Caledopie ns of the ealt, an hole of the well ſide of 


the COUT » FO the armer the gave The BUNK Gt Pitt 3.00 the 


to divine the nation 
z gainſt itſelt, they prevented all tocin! en te tomented jea- 
louſies, and encouraged feuds, theiielves Weng ws auxiligriés, as 
occalions required, and m1 dEnCE d:Quted, 

\When the Rowans were called home, in the fifth century, to de- 
fend the cencre of their totteriyg empire, againſt the onceafing 
attacks of Goths, Vond: ale, and then Bar! e the two nations 
of Scots and Pitts. who had long been the tools of Raman DON CV, 
becum 10. their turn, zeuous, not tor breeds m, bur Ter cong cit. 
Tho plains temainec the theatres of fierce conflicts, till the middle 
of the uinch century, when the Seats ſialle prev: ailed, and he 
whole counts \ 5 DOW re- unite under ohe monarei, took the name of 
Scotland. The ſcat of government u as ee dee, from Rothiay 
Dunſtaffnage, Laverlochy * „and other Cait es of the ancient Scots 
tih princes, to Scong, and its ne igbbe urbhood, as being more invit— 
ing, ana alſo more 3 and commodious, for repe ling the ra- 
vages ol the Danes, a people who had carried terror and deſola ion 
throughout the who.e kingdom, but more particularly the ealtern 
coaſt facing the Baſtic. Tho diſtricts were, therefore, iii devoted 
to the rage of war, which was rendered more defiructive, from the 
averion of the Danes 10 '& hriſttanity, The Scats prov ed pener: uy 
victorious ; and, at lenoth, the i invaders, tired out with fruitleſs en— 
terpriſcs, bee their precarious conqueſte, about the middle of 
the eleventh century, during the reign of the famous Macbeth. No 
place therefore, in Britain, affords fo great a variety of antient 
remains ; ſuch delicious morſels, whereon the antiquery may gratity 
his curioſity, and the critic diſplay his learving +, 

Twelve miles flom Perth, the traveller arrives at the noted paſs 
of Birnam wood, and muſt bid adieu, for a while, to verdant hills, 
extenſive plains, and populous towus. The ſcene chavggs inſtanja- 
neouſly to lofty mountains, covered with heath, or natural woods; to 
narrow vallies, winding freams, and extenſive lakes. Wherever he 
direQs his courſe in the Highlands, he is accompanied by wood and 
water. Every valley (called i in that country ſtrath or glen), hath its 
itream meanderiny from fide to fide, and dividing the whole into a 
number of little verdant peninſulas. The beds of thele rivers, are ſand 
or pebbles, barely covered in ſummer, but which, during the au- 
tumnal and winter floods, ſeem ſcarcely ſaſficieat to Cuvtain the 


great body of water that rolls along with trghtful impetuoſuy. 


When, upon a thaw of ſnow, every mountain pours forth its tri- 
bute 


There ſtill remains a fragment of the caſtle of Rothſay, and a conſide- 
rable part of Dunttaſfnage. They are conjectured by antiquaries to be ncauy 
coeval with the Romans in this iſfaad. The caltle of Iuverlochy ſeems, by us 
architecture, to be of later conſtruction, 

+ Tney conſiſt chiefly of Reman ercampmrnts, at Strageth, Ardoch, Comerie, 
avd Delvin. Roman big havays are alſo vifible in many parts, connecting the 
differcat encampments and the lefler ſtations, | 
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bute in numerous little caſcades, and every rill is ſwelled to a river, 
the inhabitants of the vallics ſee themſelves environed on every 
fide, with inpending danger to themſelves, their cattle, and their 


Calerm.an fortreſſes, Theſe were generally placed on, or near, the ſummits 
of the Glen an we and commanding extenſive views of the vallics under- 
neath. "! oy were farrounded with ramparts formed of looſe ſtones, having 
entrench ments of © lichen on the ouifide, Here the Caledonians lodged their 
women and children in times of danger, while the young and the brave ga ve 
battle to the Ron as. The moſt conſpicuous of theſe polls are at Blairgown, 
the two ns ot-Catter-thur, avd Denoon caſtle, 

H /*orical Pillars en abel fas. Thete ate both inſtructive and curious. They 
were erectad in commemorstion of flonal vAories gained by the Scots over 
the Danes, and are generally ornamen ted with a rude ſculhtare, or ba: relief 
ot men on horſeback, and other emblematical gur s and hie e which 
have been accurately deicribed by the antuquaries ot the laſt ane preſent cen— 
tory. Theſe obel: &s derive a particular confequence from their being found 
vpon this north-ealt fide of Great Britain, and no where elſe. Some of 
I ſtones are erected ar Aberlemui gear Brechin, Other pillars of curious 
work manihip, repreſenting char:ois, horſemen, human figures, animals, and 
centaurs, are foond at the village of Meigle. The death of Malcolm II. ar 
Glamis, is repreſented on various ſtones near that caſtle. 

Rund txvers, Theſe are ſuppoſed to be of Pictiſh conſtruction, but their 
uſcs have not reached poſterity. There are only two columns of this dete 
architecture in Britain, viz. one at Abernethy near Perth, wWhoſe height is 7 
feet, aud circumference at the bottom 47 ſeet. The other tower is at Atechin 
its height is 103 feet, its circymfcrence near the bottom 48 feet; the thickneſs 
of the wall at that part is ſeven [cet two inches, and at the top, four feet fix 
inches. | 

The Palace of Scone, Kenneth II. upon his conqueſt of the Pits in the 
ninth century, having made Scone his principal ref dence, delivered his laws, 
called the Macalpine laws, from a umu, named the More Hill of Scene. The 
ſame prince conveyed to this place from Dunſtaſfaaze, the coronation chair of 
his predeceſſors, ard here it was uſed for that purpoſe by his ſucceſſors, 
down to the year 1296, when Edward I, of England carried it to London, to 
the great morttfication of the Scottiſh nation. Their Kings, however, continved 
the practice of being crowned here till the reigu of Charles II. the laſt mo- 
narch who honoured Scone with that ceremony. Mr. Campbell of Dunſtaff- 
nage, has 2 ſmall ivory image of a monarch fitting in this chair, with a crown 
on his head, a book in his left hand; and, ſeemingly, in a contemplative 
mood, as if he was preparing io take th» coronation oath. His beard is Jong and 
venerable ; his dreſs, particularly his robe edged with fur or ermine, is diſſinctly 
repreſented. 'The figure was found among the ruins of Dunſtaffnage, and be- 
ing, conſcquently, engraved before the conqerſt of the Picts, it is to be conſi- 
dered as one af the greateſt coroſities now in the iſland. It corroberates the few 
remains of antient Scott:fh records; it reprefents the dreſs of thoſe carly 
times; and, it difcovers a knowledge of the art of ſculpture, wherein the 
Scots ſeem to have made confiderahle proficiency, of which the above-menti- 
oned hiſtorical Rones, are vifivle proofs. Of the Roval Palace of Scone, the 
abbey, church, and other magnificent buildings, nothing now remains; they 
were completely deſtroyed in the year 1559, when there enſoed, lays Biſhor: 
Spot! wood, a vitiſul devaſtation of churches, and church-buiidings, through- 
out . parts of the kingdom. 

Rirnam Wed, and Dunſinane. The placecalled Birnam Wood is a lofty hill 
on the weſt fide of the Tay, immediately on the entrance of the II. ghlands. 
Dunfinare is a ſmall, but licep bill on the tea Ede of the Tay, on the ſummit 
of which, Macbeth built aud fortified his imaginary impreguable calile, as a 
place cf fecurity againſt the attacks of bis rival Malcolm III. No part of the 
building now rema:n93 but the ditches which ſarround its ra are ſtill viſible, 
Thc neighbourhood aboouds in tumuli and other antiquities. 
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grain. 
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grain. Bridges, eſpecially thoſe of modern conſtruction, are thrown 
down, trees are torn away, and even flones of conliderable weight 
yield to the preſſure of the torrent. 

All the accumulating waters, from every direction, in a circuit 
of fifty miles, are received by the Tay; and this noble river, after 
collecting the various ſtreams of the centre of the kingdom, falls 
into the "Tea below Perth. A river fo conſiderable mutt, at pro- 
per ſcaſone, factirate the floating of timber, from the glens, and 
interior parts of the Higblande; of this favourable circumſtance 
the gentlemen of thoſe parts ſeem now to be duly ſenſible, Its 
banks afford a rich profpect of future wealth, ariling, in many places, 
trom g1 0106s which could not otherwile be brought into uſe, 

The Tay Hows trom the north, and receives at Dunkeld the 
river Bran, whole pictureſyue banks, improved by art, contribute 
grea'ly to the beauties around that elegant (eat, The road north- 
ward, hath already been deſcribed, as an accumulating treaſure to 
the noble proprietor, and extremely pleafant to the traveller. At 
Logyrait, eight miles above Dunkeld, the Tay and the Tumel 
unie their copious ſtreams. The natural beauties of this place 


are diſgtaced by a mean village, u hich, though the ation of two 
ferries, hath neither inn nor liable. 


From Logy rait northward, the fine ſcenery of art and na- 


ture continues as far as Blair, a reſidence of the family of Athole 
during the hunting ſeaſon. 

Thriving plantations, pictureſque walks, cut with great labour, 
expence, and perſeverance, through rocks, and impe ending pre- 
cipices, over gleus darkened with timber; a ſeries of five natural 

caſcades, torming upon the whoie near 200 feet in height, abun- 
dantly repay the traveller, whoſe curioſity leads him thus far into 
the Highlands. 

From Blair northward, there are two roads; one leading to the 
pleaſant ſhire of Murray; ; the other to Fort Auguſtus, and Loch- 
aber, now Fort William. Neither of theſe roads being paſſable 
tor carriages, travellers, whoſe buſineſs or curioficy leads them to 
the north of Scotland, generally po by the lower or cattern road 
through Aberdeenſhire. 

Blair, 1s therefore, the moſt northerly lage of the Short Tour of 
Scotland ; the traveiler hath no choice of returning by another road 
to Logyrait; nor will he, after a 1-cond review of this romantic 
country, be ſorry for the diſappointment. Logyrait, ficuated at 
the conflux of the Tay and the Tumel, is alſo the centrical point 
where the roads from Nunkeld, Blair, Taymouth, and other parts 
of the Highlands, unite. From this place the traveller now pro- 


cceds weltward, along the north ſide of the Tay, which winds, 


in conſiderable reaches, through a beautiful valley fifteen miles in 
length, called Strathtay, abounding i in grain, meadows, and plan- 
tations. The water which plides through this fine tract receives, 
on the north fide, the river Lion, two miles below Taymouth, 
the ſeat of the ear] of Biaedalbane, already deſcribed, but all 


deſcription fails in the attempt to convey ſuitable ideas of its 
magnificence. | 


Here 
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ere the Tay iſſues in a copious ſtream from Loch-Tay, a kikg 
ffteen miles in length, one in breadth, and from 50 to 100 fathoing 
in depth. Its banks, on both ſides, are frui:tul and populous the 
road weltward, is fnely dire: ſtined by the wiudings of the lake, and 
the various appearances of the mountains; fore, impending in 
rugged precipices, others, riſiug gradually, to a majellie height. 

The weſt end of this lake es xceeds, in the opinion of ſome per- 
ſons, all the ſcenery of Da keld, B! air, or Taymouth. Here the 
Tay, and the Lochy, feem emulqus in diſplay ing their reſpective 
beauties, before they are blended with the lake. 

The views of theſe rivers; of the Jake, the Hands, and the 
towering mountains, diſcover, every where, the pairiotic hand of 
the late carl of Br: aedalbane; to whoſe munificence, the public 
are alſo indebted for the roads, the bridges, and the commudiuus 
inns of this extenſive, but townleſs region. 

Here, at Killin, the traveller may conſider himſelf in the centre 
of Scotland, and nearly at the medium diſtance between Dun- 
keld and Lochlomond, the two main openings into the Highlands, 
from the ſouth, The road ſtill leads weſtward, through Glendo- 
chart and Strathfillan, watered by the Tay, which hath its fource 
amidſt tremendous mountains, whereon ſtands the inn of Ly ndrum, 
remarkable for being the moſt elevated habitable ſituation in the 
kingdom. lhe waters now take a weſtern direction through the 
little vale of Glenurchie, till * are loſt in Lochawe, à narrow 
freſh-water like, twenty-four mies in length, ſhaded on the welt 
fide with wood, and ornamented with twelve ſmall iflands, waercon 
are the ruins of a convent, and two caſtles. At Lochawe, che 
traveller is at the weſtern boundary of his journey, and at no great 
diſtance from the Atlantic ocean, and the Hebride iſlands, which 
may be ſeen from the ſummit of the hills. 

Having thus nearly croſſed the kingdom from fea to fea, he re- 
turns towards the ſouth-eaſt direction, and ſoon arrives at Invere- 
ry, pleaſantly ſituated on a ſmall bay, formed by the junction of 
the river Aray with Lochfyne. This place haih long been the 
principal reſidence of the tamily of Argyle, whote heroic deeds 
and ſteady patriotiſm make a conſpicuous figure in the hiſtory ot 
their country, The preſent feat is a modern conſtruction, begun, 
and completed, by the late Duke Archibald, who alſo formed the 
deſign ot an entire new town, upon 4 commodious, elegant plan, 
becoming the dignity ef the capital of Argyleſhire, a country moit 
admirably ſituated for manufactures and the fiſheries, Of this cir- 
cumſtance, the preſent duke ſrems to be fully ſenſible ; the town 13 
rebuilt conformable to the original plan; manufactures are intro- 
duced and patroniſed; roads and bridges are every where formed; 
agriculture, planting, and the paiſing a better breed of ſheep, ate 
every where encouraged. 

We cannot quit this ſubject without remarking the comparative, 
happy ſituation of mankind, under the three noblemen, whole con- 
tiguous eſtates occupy the greateſt part of a tract, extending fiom 
the borders of Aberdeenſhire, to Campbleton, and the weſtern _ ab. 
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Emigration, ſo fatal to that kingdom, and to Blit ain, is are 
known upon the eſtates of Argyle. Athole, and B: raedalbane; "y 
infallible proof of judicious meaſures, and humane uſage, 

Incerary is ſituated within a day's journey of the Low Countries ; 
but travellers, who incline to vary the icene, will make a previous 
excurſion, for a few days, to the peninſula of Cantire, The firſt 
part of this journey is carried along the eaſt fide of the peninfula, 
bounded by Lochfyne, as far as the Tarbar, where the neck of land 
is only one mile in width. From tEis place, the road croſles to 
the weſt ſide of the pentoſvis, waited by the Atlantic, of which 
the traveller hath an unhounded view, there being no land between 
that coaſt and North-America. The ſouth Hebrides now appear 


at the diſtance of a few miles, fome, rifing above the clouds; others, 


almoſt level with the ſea. On the eait tide ot the peninſula, is the 
opening of the Clyde, bounded, at the diſtance of thirty miles, 
by Airſhire, and Gailoway. Nearly | In the centre or this narrow 
ſea, the rock or craig of Ailſa riſes, in the form of a ſugar loaf, 
to a great height, Its inhabitants are ſolan geeſe, and other large 
birds, who live on the bounty of the fea. The ſouth proſpect lays 
open the entrance iato the Iriſh Channel, and an cxtenfire view of 
Ireland. Here, therefore, the traveller, now placed at the extre- 
mity of a narrow, but far projecting ſlip of land, hath a full view 
of the Atlantic, the Irtih channel, the mouth ot the Clyde, the 
kingdoms of Scotland, and Ireland, with the fouth Hebrides ; 
profpects, eaſier to conceive than deſcribe, 

The paſſage between Cantire and Caltte Cary in Ireland, is 
uſually performed by terry boats, in three or four hours; and from 
Cantire to the Giants Cauſeway, in the ſpace ot halt a day. 
Thoſe who chooſe to return to Inverary by water, may be ſupplied 
with a boat at Campbleton, a handſome trading town, lying at the 
bottom of a fine bay, on the eaſt tide of Cantire. They will coaſt 
along the lotty iſle of Arran at the entrance of the Clyde, and 
from thence up Lochfyne, where they may land at pleaſure. 

Impreſt with the tublime g1andeur, and vaſt expanſe, of theſe 
views, the traveller will now behold the beauties of the little 
Highland capital, with diminiſhed raptyre ; {il leſs will he, after 
paſting round the head of Lochfyne, be elevated with the gloom 
and nakedneis of Glencroe, the molt neglected tract throughout the 
whole tour, though extremely proper tor various ſpecies "of plant- 
ing, which would here find an euly and cheap conveyance by 
water, 

Having emerged out of this ſolitary glen, he finds himſelf in 
view of Loch Long, a ſalt water lake, twenty-two miles in length, 
communicating wich the Clyde, facing Greenock. This lake is 
the eaſtern boundary of Argyleihire, a portion of which county, 
and ot Perthſhire, compoles the whole route of the traveller, ſince 
his departure from Dundee. 

Alter palling through a little fertile tract, ornamented with plant- 
ing, upon the head of Loch Long, the traveller enters Dunbar 
paſture ; aud, at the diſtance of a mile, arrives at Eaſt Tarbat, r 
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ated amidſt natural woods, on a high eminence, immediately above 
Loch Lomond, and about ten miles from its head. This cele- 
brated freſh-water lake is ornamented with twenty-eight iſlands, 
fome of them conſiderable in extent, and ſtocked with deer. It is 
twenty-five miles in length, and above fire where wideſt. Its 
greateſt depth is 720 feet, where it waſhes the baſe of Ben Lo- 
mond, a mountain which riſes to the height of 3249 feet, above 
the ſurface of the water. | 

T he elevation of the road, from the Tarbat ſouthward, contri- 
butes greatly to the pleaſure of the traveller, eſpecially after paſſing 
the point of Firkin, which inſtantaneouſly opens the wide expanſe 
of the lake, and all the luxuriancy of its woody iſlands, and decp 
indented ſhores ; fertile, verdant, and every where fringed with 
wood. On the edge of a ſmall bay, is the ſeat of Sir James Col- 
houn of Luſs, who inherits, through a long ſeries of anceſtors, the 
greateſt part of theſe pictureſque domains. 

The outlet of this lake forms the beautiful water of Leven, ce- 
lebrated, in ſoft pathetic lines, by Dr. Smollet, to whoſe memory 
an obeh{k hath been erected on its banks, near the place where 
that benevolent friend of mankind firſt drew breath. This river 
glides in a copious ſtream over a pebbly bottom, till it joins the 
Clyde, five miles below. It abounds in ſalmon and trout ; its banks 
form one continued wood, intermixed with villas, meadows, and 
corn fields. Here alſo, the manufacturers of Glaſgow, induced 
by the qualities of the water, have eſtabliſhed the greateſt bleache- 
ries in that kingdom. | 

Theſe appearances announce, to the traveller, his return to the 
Low Countries, to which Dunbarton, an antient, decayed royal bo- 
rough, is the weſtern entrance. Here the Leven, navigable for 
veſlels of 200 tons, falls into the Clyde, where the latter is a mile 
wide. At the point or angle, formed by the junction of theſe rivers, 
a perpendicular, double pointed rock, riſes to a great height, and 
hath bzen occupied, from the earlieſt annals of the Scottiſh hiſtory, 
as a caſtle, and armory. The natural ſituation of this caſtle, at the 
conflux of two navigable rivers, gives it a moſt extenſive and va- 
riegated proſpect over the ſhires of Renfrew and Dunbarton, 
which it fully commands; part of Lanerkſhire, wherein are ſeen, | 
at the diſtance of fifteen miles, the numerous ſpires of Glaſgow ; 
Cowal, in Arzyleſhire ; and the crouded ſummits of the Grampian 
mountains, in Perthſhire. | 
The road from Dunbarton to Glaſgow, though moſily on a level, 
is uncommonly delightful, It is carried along the north ſide of the 
Clyde, and hath throughout, an extenſive view of Renfrewſhire, 
which forms the ſouthern ſhore. At the diſtance of a full mile 
from Dunbarton, commences a ridge of hills, which, under va- 
rious names, extends, in a north-eaſt direction, to Stirling. Of theſe 
hills, Dunbuck is the weſtern extremity, It riſes immediately from 
the road, with ſuch awful majeſty, that romance itſelf cannot 
figure a nobler object. Eaſtward, the hills riſe to a ſtill greater 
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height, and are cloathed for a ſhort ſpace with oaks, which are cut 
down every twenty years, for the bark. 

At the diſtance of three miles from Dunbarton, where the hills 
dip into the Clyde, barely leaving a paſlage for travellers, was be- 
gun, or ended, the famous Roman wall, vulgarly called Graham's 
Dyke; from Graham or Grimus, (governor of Scotland, dur- 
ing the minority of its prince), who, upon the departure of the 


Romans in the fifth century, broke through the northern barrier, 


drove back the trembling Britons, and recovered the ſouthern di- 
viſion of the kingdom, which the Romans had long uſurped*, 
At the diſtance of half a mile eaſtward, the road, rifing in a gentle 
aſcent facing Erſkine houſe, a ſeat of Lord Blantyre, aſtoniſhes the 
traveller with the grandeur of its views. Here ſtands Kilpatric, 
or Cell Patric, fo named from its being the birth- place of the fa- 
mous St, Patric, a clergyman of this place, afterwards the apoſile of 
Ireland. Every real or imaginary event of remote antiquity, hath 
its tradition : St, Patric, while fiſhing on a ſmall rock in the Clyde, 
facing this place, was ſeized by Iriſh pirates, and carried to their 
country, where he became a great man, From this circumſtance, 
the rock is called Patric's Stance. At Dunbarton, a fair held in 
March, is called, in honour of the Saint, Patric's Maſs fair. 
Hitherto the road diſplays a full view of the wide expanſe of the 
Clyde; the pictureſque intermixture of hills, woods, ſcats, and plan- 
tations, To the grandeur of this weſtern proſpect, a gentle eleva- 
tion, after leaving Kilpatric, lays open the ſoft, ſcenery of the 
Clyde towards Glaſgow, whoſe ſpires make a conſpicuous figure 
in the landſcape. South-eaſt, at the diſtance of five miles, is a full 
view of Paiſly, a large, irregular town, remarkable for its gauze 
manufactures, which adorn the heads of the Britiſh ladies, and even 
thoſe of Paris, as appears by the commiſſions ſent from that capi- 
tal, From this hill, to Glaſgow, the read is ſtraiglit aud level ; the 
villas are numerous; the farm-houſes, ſmall bur neat; the ficlds 
incloſed in the true ſtile of judicious huſbandry, Theie pleaſing 
objects denote the neighbourhood of a large commercial city, 
ſtriviog to correſpond, in taite and elegance, wich the beauties' of 
its environs. | | 
Glaſgow owes the regularity of its ſtreets to a fire, which, in 
1652, burnt one third of the city, including 80 warehouſes, avd 
the habitations of 1000 families. 'I'his calamitous event, is recorded 
in a letter from Colonels Overton and Blackmore, to Oliver Crom- 
well, aud by which it appears that (laſgow contained from 15 to 
20, ooo people, amonpſt whom were ſome wealthy merchants, 
___ Unfortunately for this, and all the towns in Scotland, the builders 
have copied the Gothic, unhealthy, and moſt inconvenient practice 
of the French, inſtead of the clean, the decent, and commodious 
dwellings of England, where the whole building is occupied by 
one tenant only. From this error, in the re-building.of Gialgow, 
that city is, at preſent, a medley of beauty and detormity, Lhe 


From this hero is deſcended the ililufirious houſe of Montroſe. | 
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voaſes have, outwardly, an appearance of elegance; the ſtreets 
are, moſtly, ſtraight and wide; but the town is dit, graced by 1 its nar- 
tow, unwholeſume lanes, or cloſes; by the inconveniences of 
an over-crouded population, every houle being inhabited by various 
families, and of various ranks in life: The builders had no con- 
ception of ſmall neat houſes, from twenty to twenty-tive feet wide, 
containing a kitchen and cellars under ground; a ſhop, parlour, 
and yard; a firſt floor for letting out to occaſional lodgers; a fe- 
cond and third floor for the family. Neither did they diſcover 
the wility of open,* airy courts, and back ſtreets, for the reſidence 
dt clergymen, lawyers, and other profeſſions that do not require 
ſhops. 

The principal inhabitants, ſenſſble of the miſtakes of former 
times, and willing to repair them, have lately built ſeveral ſmall 
ſircers compoled of private houſes only. Theſe dwellings are 
commodious, ſubſtantial, and elegant; accommodated with gar- 
dens, oflices, and all the conveniences of a country ſeat. Per- 
tection, however; is not the work of a day, or year, but of 
long obfervation; and gradual experience. While a ſtranger ad- 
mires the elegance of theſe nevi buildings; he 15 greatly difappointed 
in the appearance of the ſtreets. This is owing to the irregular 
poſition ot the houſes, ſome, being placed forwards ; others, a con- 
fiderable way back. Neither hath any regard been paid t9 
uniformity in the colour of the ſtone, every perfon conſulting his 
own fancy only, in the poſition of his houte, and the materials of 
which it was to be compoſed : irreparable injuries to the elegance 
of the town, and will be regretted by poſterity. One ſtreet, 
however, bach hit, tortunarely, upon ſymmetry and proportion, 
the good c ffects of which are percaavable at firſt ſight. 

Nature hath been remarkably favourable in reſpect of ſituation, 
whereon to extend the preſent emporium and ornament of the 
north. The town is bounded ſouthward; by the Clyde; north- 
ward, by a gentle ridge of hills, lying in a parallel direction with 
that river. Theſe two natural boundaries ſcafcely admit of any 
miſtake in projecting new ſtreets; yet, if unaflilted by a ſpi- 
rited magiſtracy taſte and judgement, miſtakes may, and will 
happen. Every builder will conſult his own convenience ; and 
thus a ſpot, formed by nature for health and ornament, will be 
obſcured, and irretri vably loſt to the community. It would there- 
fore be expedient to lay out, upon a regular plan, the whole front 
of the riſing ground trom the High- ſtieet to Anderſton, and even 
beyond that village *. A city, ſo diſtinguiſhed for the induſtsy 
and ingenuity of its inhabitants, the variety of its manufactures, 
and the extent of its commeice, ſhoutd look turward, with an 
invariable view to eee and national honour, 


* Ir Sw be proper, ſor the information and conveniency of the inhabi- 
| fan's, to publiſh on copper plate a bandiome plan of the town,, including the 

ropoſed additions, and the wenn environs; as far as the Kelv! n, A river 
Which, in leis than halt a cruturyg may become che boundary on that ſide. 
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The great ornament of Glaſgow is its very reſpectable and much - 
frequented univerſity, whoſe profeſſors have long been eminent in 
the various branches of ſcience, and clafhc education. This ſemi 
nary ſtands on a riſing ground, cloſe upon the country, and is pol- 
ſeſſed of a large garden for the conveniency of the ſtudents ; ad- 
Joining to which is a botanic garden, an obſervatory, and a hand- 
ſome, well-furniſked library. — 

When the Romans raiſed the well-known northern barrier againſt 
the Caledonians, commonly named Graham's dike, they etected 
ſtones with inſcriptions, which denote that certain parts of the work 
were made by detachments of ſuch and ſuch legions. "Theſe ſtones 
have been collected by the Univerſity, together with altars, and 
other monuments of Roman greatneſs, which are highly entertain- 
tag to the antiquary. | 

About thirty years ago, a ſon of the family, which 1s the head 
of the Clan Macfarlane, made a valuable preſent of aſtronomical 
inſtruments to this Univerſity. And, in 1783, Dr. Hunter, late 
phyfician to the Queen, bequeathed to it his famous anatomical 
preparations, library, and muſeum, which will be a benefit and 
ornament not only to this place, but to the whole kingdom. 

The editions of the claſſics which were printed under the inſpec- 
tion of the profeſſors, with the types of the ingenious Mr. Wilſon, 
and by the celebrated Meſſrs. Foulis, are held in ſuch eſteem abroad 
as to fell nearly at the price of antient manuſcripts, His preſent 
majeſty when Prince of Wales, Archibald duke of Argyle, and 
many other perſons of taſte and learning, patroniſed thele elegant 
editions. | | 

Nor muſt I, as a well-wiſher to ſcience, and uſeful arts, forger 
to mention the apparatus for natural great þ in this Univerſity, 
It being unanimouſly eſteemed the moſt extenſive and molt uſeful 
in the world. It was brought to that perfection at the expence, 
and by the unremitting labour of Mr. Anderſon, who nor only 
gives lectures on the mathematical and ſcientific parts of natural 
philoſophy to thoſe who are deſigned for learned profeſſions, but 
who likewiſe gives ſeparate lectures to artiſts and manufacturers, in 
the moſt ſimple and engaging manner. | 

At the north extremity of Glaſgow ſtands its magnificent 
cathedral, the only entire building of that deſcription now in Scot- 
land, It owes its preſervation to the ſpirit and good ſenſe of the 
tradeſmen, who in 1579, upon hearing the beat ot drum, for col- 
lecting the workmen appointed to demoliſh this venerable edifice, 
flew to arms, and declared, that the firſt man who pulled down 4 
fingle ſtone ſhould that moment be buried under it. No monu- 
ment hath been erected to the memory of thoſe virtuous citizens. 

There a@ two main roads leading from this city to Edinburgh ; 
the ſouth road, conſiſting of forty-four miles, through a level, 
and in general a well-improved. country : and the north road, 
which, though fifty miles in length, is generally prefered, on ac- 
count of its views, and the towns through which it paſſes, or which 
are contiguous. 1 

The diſtance by this road to Stirling is twenty-eight miles, thro” 
a broken, rough country, very little indebted to madern improve- 
. ments. 
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ments. The ridge of lofty, verdant hills before- mentioned bound 
the northern view, On the ſouth, the road is enlivened by the navi- 
' gation of the great canal, deſigned to open a communication for 
coaſting veſſels, between the eaft and the weſt ſeas. Next to the 
navigations completed by the Duke of Bridgewater, this is the 
great eſt work in our ifland, ſince the time of the Romans. It be- 
gins near the mouth of the Carron opon the Forth, and is raiſed 
by 20 locks, in a tract of 10 miles, to the amazing height of 155 
feet above the full fea mark, From thence it is carried in ſome 
places through ſoft moſs, in other places through ſolid rock. 
Beſides the locks, which are 20 feet wide, and 75 feet long, it is 
crofled by 18 roads or draw-bridges z and at Falkirk, it is carried 
over the great road, by means of an aquedu bridge. By the fame 
kind of bridges it is allo carried over a number of rivers, of which 
the water of Logie near Kirkintulloch is the principal, and here 
the arch of the aqueduct bridge is 90 feet wide. The canal is 50 
feet in breadth, at the ſurface; 7 feet deep, and navigable for ſea 
veſſels of 80 or go tons. Its propoſed length is zo miles, of which 
24 have been finiſhed by a ſubſcription of 1 5, co. beyond which 
the proprietors are unwilling to proceed; and the work hath con- 
Jequently remained in fatu gre, fince the year 1775, when the peo- 
ple weile diſcharged from their labour, It ſtops at the large river 
Kelvin, over which it muſt be carried, ar an expence of ſome 
thouſand pounds; beſides nineteen locks, to convey it through a 
rough country, into the Clyde. The ſubſcribers, to indemnify 
themielves for the large ſum already expended upon this incom- 
plete navigation, have been obliged ta levy a toll far too high for 
bulky goods in general, and which, on ſome articles, amounts 
nearly to a prohibition. . | 
Ar a ſhort cittance beyond Kilſyth, the road to Stirling takes 2 
northern direction, and gradually opens a view of the Forth, which, 
from the Queen's Ferry to Alloa, hath all the appearances of an 
_ecenſive inland lake. | * 
Stirling is built upon a hill environed with rich plains; and 
riſes, Bke Edindurgh (of which it is the miniature), in a gentle 
- afcent weltward, where it is bounded by a perpendicular, lofty 
rack, called the Caſtle, once the ſeat of kings, and tbe national 
councils, The roval palace ſerves at preſent as barracks to a few 
inralids; the parliument houſe, their lumber room. This build- 
Ing. 18 120 feet in length, and of proportionable height. It hath 
been {ripped, in the true Scottiſh manner, of its ornaments and 
galleries ; the roof, unaffilted by the public, is mouldering away; 
Aid of the royal gardens ſome few veſtiges only can now be traced. 
The views, which claim the preference, in Scotland, are thoſe 
from Cantiire, and Stirling Caſtle ;. the firſt, as the reader will per- 
ceive by the map, are of kingdoms, iſlands, ſeas, promontories, 
and far diſtant ſhores. Thote from Stirling are purely inland, 
ddiſplaying all the beauties and ſoftneſs of an Italian landſcape, 
#.:ceably intermixed with ſeas, plantations, and lofty downs. or 
Meep-walks. Amidſt this ſcenery, the river Forth winds, in a 
mot pistureſq e manner, to Alloa, forming, in the Mort tract of 
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ſix miles by land, a navigation of twenty-four miles or upwards, 
Above Stirling, the landſcape is equally engaging, if not more ſo. 
Here the windings of the Forth are leſs frequent, but more exten- 
ſive. This weſtern view is bounded by Ben-Lomond, and the 
Grampian mountains, whoſe ſummits are perceived from every 
direction throughout the centre of the kingdom. | 
The diſtance from Stirling to Edinburgh by the Queen's Ferry 
is thirty ſix miles. The firſt ſtage to Falkirk commands an ex- 
tenſive view of bath fides of the Forth; the rich plain, called the 
Carſe of Falkirk, the carron manufactory, famous for its cannon, 
and an endlels variety of tools and furniture in caſt iron. Near 
Falkirk the traveller paſſes under the aqueduct bridge formerly 
mentioned; and at this place alſo the canal is raiſed above one 
hundred feet in the courſe of a mile, by means of ten locks, and 
at the expence of 18,000 pounds; one of the moſt extraordinary 
works of art in theſe kingdoms, and which nothing but ocular 
' demonſtration could convince of its reality. A muſt delightful 
Journey, upon the ſouth banks of the Forth where that river is aboye 
three miles wide, leads'to the elevated and magnificent ſeat of the 
earl of Hopeton, ſituated above the narrow ſtrait at the Queen's 
Ferry, and commanding -a complete view of the river and its 
iſlands, from the ſea to Stirling. | | 
A ſhort and pleaſant ſtage, through a well incloſed country, car- 
ries the traveller to the baſe of Edinburgh caſtle; which, though 
he hath lately-traverſed the Grampian mountains, will command 
his admiration” . | 
Travellers who entered Scotland by the eaſtern roads, through 
Berwic or Kelſo, generally return by the welt, through Carlitle, 
The firſt ſtage from Edinburgh riſes to a conſiderable elevation 
above that city, and affords, at the diſtance of ten miles ſouth- 
ward, a moſt extenſive view of the Forth, the Lothians, and the 
country of Fife, overtoped by the ſummits of far diſtant mountains. 
Here the traveller takes a final leave of the nortbern Caledonia ; 
and having paſſed the narrow ridge of hills which eroſſes that 
part of the kingdom from ſea to ſea, he is carried through a pa- 
Noral country, amidit verdant downs, rural fireams, and long wind- 
ing ſolitary vales. 88 | 
In paſling theſe extenſive tracts, he will have ſufficient leiſure to 
contemplatę the works of God as having been exhibited to his view, 
in a boundleſs variety of forms and appearances, and all deſigned 
ſor valuable purpoſes, which it is the bufineſs of man to diſcover 
and improve. This will bring to mind what hath been done, and 
what remains to be done; the vaſt traits of country, yet in a ſtate 
of nature; the many thouſands of ſober, well diſpoſed people, 
who are thereby loſt to themſelves, their families and the jtate, 
He will perceive that the kingdom through which he hath paſted, 
its vallies, ſeas, lakes, and iflands, is a great ſtore yet in reſerve for 
the aid of a diſmembered empire, in itrength, in commerce, and 
national conſequence, whenever goyerament ſhall be diſpoſed to 
call forth theſe important ſourees. | ETD, 
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